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TO THE READER. 


I“ is a diſtinguiſhing mark and chatacteriſtic of the peo- 
pie of Gag, that they love him, have a delight ia te- 
ligion, and in the internal exerciſes thereof, They have a 
reſpect for his cauſe and intereſt; and his people are 
'eltcemed by them, as the excellent ones of the earth, They 
find that religion is not a vain, empty, and nominal matter. 
Believers, the myſtical] body of Chriſt, (not his human bo- 
dy, as that ſectarian heretic A. W. maintains) finds a ſweet- 
neſs in union, communion, and fellowſhip with a God in 
| Chriſt, His thoughts of peice and goodw:ll towards them 
io their lapſed ſtate, they ſee are the ineffable product of 
his eternal love, and infinite condeſcenſion. This they 
view to be a matter that nv tongue of angels or men is ſuf- 
ficient to expreſs, no ſtrength of mind fit to conceive, no 
ſublimiry of intellectual faculties able to comprehend the 
depth of that ſpring, the heigth and breadth of that ocean 
| of God's unbounded love, manifeſted towards ſinful man, 
by a Mediator. This egreſs of his eternal love, will afford 
them that participate thereof, matter of wonder and ad- 
miration through the revolving and endleſs ages of eternity. 

Ii is preſumed that theſe memoirs may not be unexcep- 
table to the god'y, pious, and religiuuſ]y exerciſed Chtiſ- 
tian: For, as in water face aviſwereth to face, fo the 
heart of man to man. As ir9n fſharpensth iren, ſo the 
religious experienges, ſoul exerciſes, and godly conveiſa- 
tions of the ſaints and people of God, has ſumetimes been 
, uſeful to, and a means bleſſed of the Lord, for the quick» 

ening and reviving, ſtcengtkeniug and refreſhing, of his chil- 
dren in their-Chriltian courſe, and journey to the heaveniy 
Feruſalem. 1 5 | 5 , . mo 53 

As the limits of this epiſtle will not admit of prolixity, 
al that is intended farther is only a few hints relative to 
the Author 0i ihe following Vemous; any ten, wihh pre- = 
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all" a few things reſpeQing them in general, ſhall con- 
clude. And, | 

1, Without entering into a Atge detail of the moral 
character, and religious principles, of the Author, as being 
befide our intention, and might be judg:d ſuerffuous, here 
jet it ſuffice to tell the cand:d 4 that hs had a plain 
and honeſt way in his, dealings bet ween maa and man. He 
was a good neighbour, and reſpected in the place where he 
| lived. He was always good and generous to any poor per- 
ſon that came to him in neceſſitous eircumſtances. He was 
| friendly, and affable to friends and ſtrangers who paid him 
- viſits, giving them ſuch entertaipment as his circumſtances, 
and-the place afforded, with a free converſation, in which 
reſpect be was very uleful. With regard to his religious 
principles. be +dhered ſtriftly to the holy feriptures of truth 
ia the Old ard New Teftaments, as the holy and bleſſed 
wilt of God revealed, which he locked upos ss a complete 
rule of faith and manners. He adhered io the Cos feſhon 
of Faitb, Catechiſms Larger and Shorter, the Sum of Sa- 
vipy Knowledge, ard the Pr-ctical Uſe thereof, the Direc 
tory for. Warthip, the Prefbyteria} Form of -Church Go- 
veinnient, Covenants National and Selema League, &c. 
Funded upcn, aad agreeable to, the divine oricles. 

-| He was fill a lover of Scoiland's covenanted work of 
nd. and the feur pillars on which the church of 
Scotland ftlocd in her meridian ſplepdor, viz. docttine, wor- 
ip diſcipline, and government, whicy ſhe attaired unto, 
nader the ditection of her glorious and exalted bead, the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, He alſo adbeted to all the reforming 
eis and laws in church ard Rate, between 1638 and 1649; 
I:kewite to all the faithful ii; monies, and earnef} conten- 
diags, of vur noble reformers in the time. of reformayien; 
and alſo to our faithful martyrs in the tim: of the late per- 
' fecution, from tie year 1660 to the Revolution; and to al} 
other faithſul declarations and teſtimonies 3 that time, 
that are conſonant to the former, in maiſer, ſcope, ard de- 
ſign. bo 
8 75 was of no antigoverament l as 's falſely by 
ſome nen cant mentis ) palmed on the whole of Old 
Diſjenters, No, he held chat magiltiacy is an crdinance 
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inffituted by Cod, as well under the New Teſtament as un- 
der the Old, for the good of human ſociety, the encourage. 
ment of piety and virtue, and the reſtraining and puniſhing 
of vice and immorality, and ſuch as break either the firſt 
or ſecond table of the moral law. His principles on the 
head of civil government are exemplified at a conliderable 
length, in the Plain Reaſons publiſhed by him in the year 
J % ˙ c 


28 a” YU ww 
* 


It was matter of grief to him when he ſaw (and whe; © 
8 cannot ſee, who have any ſpiritual diſcernment) what a 

FR flood of error, profanity, confuſions, and diviſions, with 
8, neuttality and apoſtacy, become ſo prevalent, and ſtill on 
zh the advaneing hand, and going on'almoſt nemire contract. 

us cente ovet this poor lend. JHe.complained alſo of the in- 

ih conſiſtent and diſagreeable walk of many, who appeared to 

d de profeſſors, and even amongſt thoſe of Eis own perſua- 


ſion; with whom he had neareſt connection; yet he ſtill 
looked on their teſtimony as the moſt faithful of all parties 
in the land, who were going on with the complex courſes of 
. ͤ OH 55 * 
And ina word (fo far as man could judge) he was a lover 
of God, and all who carried his image, and owned his righ- 
teous cauſe; ſound and orthodox in his belief of the diffe- 
rent articles of our 9/7 holy ſaith (Jude 20.) and againtt 
ianovations therefrom, in principle' oi practice, (not like 
ſome in theſe days, who muſt needs have creeds coafeſhons, 
and covenants, corrected and modelled according to the ſpi- 
rit of the times, or eiſe they will not adhere unto them,) 
and that whereunto we had already attaineq, we were to 
walk by the ſame rule, and mird the ſame things. la the 
letter epd of his life, he ſpent much of kis time in reading 
lk the reader-pleaſes to conſult the Plain Reaſons, from page 
330 to the end, he will find an anſwer tv thirteen ohje | 


ctions, pro- 
poſed to Diſſenters by their antagos iſts, 


anent civil government 


d de- and owning the prefent occupants in power, Agd as Mr Clarkſon, 
8 the ſuppoſed author of tbe firſt edition, deſerted this iece of his 
7 +! * 2 4 3 P 
5 faithful contendings, the Lord in providence brought the author in 
133 to give a lift thereto, with ſeveral paragraphs, and foot notes in- 
| is 


terſperſed through the book, as occaion-ſerved, ard in no eau 
22 5 
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and wricing; ard w.s feels i in bis ſtation beyond many, 
according to his learning. which verified the words of the 
wiſe. man, ſpoken f in an- ther caſe, the band of the * 
maleib rich, 3” 
: Oh Cefigned to have written a dyir. g e with ſome 1 
other things; but by reaſon of his trouble coming on, he 
Was fruftrate of his deſians, and ſo they proved aburiive. 
He hath a number of religious let 9 and other papers, 
left behind bim. 
| 2dly, With relation to the book! we may rome. that 2s 
it is moſtly of a religious nature, it will act pleaſe the farcy 


of the Calios of this generation, who care for none of I ofc 


things. For O how many are there to be found in theſe 


lands, that look upon religion, and rehigious exerciſes, ſuch 


as are contained in theſe memoirs, as a mere chimera, no- 
thing but hypocriſy, enthufiaſm, or the effects of melancho- 


ly.!* To {peak of religious matters now, is naulecus in the 


ears. by ſuch as reckon tenlelves moſt polite and wiſe of 


— — 


5 It is not 3 to enter the lifts with ſuch bigh 1 TR 
but only defires them to take a view, with their elevated reaſon, 


of the great volume of creation, and look vp to the heavens and 


tell why the ſky is of a blue or azure colour, and not another? 
Why the rainbow 1s of a variegated, and not of one uniform co- 
lour ? By what means the parts of matter are united; or by what 
#exus5 or ligament they are tied, and fly not afunder? Why one bo- 
dy is hard and another ſoſt ; and why one is ſolid and another fluid! 
Let them tell wh one flower is red, another bleu, ſome white, 
others yellow, and ſome variegated yea, why the piles of gratis 


are green, and not another colour? Let them look unte their own. 


make and different, contextures, and tell by what bands their ſou}3 


and bodies are united and cemented? or even how their natural 


food contributes nouriſhment to their bodies? and-a ſolid reaſou 


or cavfe for the amazing diverfiry and diſfimilitude of merr and 
womens faces, voices, and tempers? If they cannot inveſtigate 


theſe, with many more that might be named, by their moſt refined 
reaſon, why then ſpurn at the moſt ſublime ar d myſterious points 
of religion, as that of three divine and eternal fubſiſtances in one 
vndivided eſſence; the hypoſtatieal union, or union between the 
divine and human natures, in the-perſon of our IL. old Jeſus Chu iſt 

the myſtical union between Chriſt and believers ;. the reſurrectien 


from the dead, &c ? which cannot be known without the light of 


divine revelation, can only be diſcerned by the ſpiritual ee of 
iatth, and not of carnal ſenſe and reaſon. 
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the age. And for religicus bocks, or b-oks an religious 
ſubjects, they are unpleaſant and ſuperanuated, The books 
(fay they) that we wiſh to read, we care noi though there 
be nothing about God or his word in them at ail ;—we want 
none of your canting whims about religion your religic us 
myſteties ue cannot away wih—we will believe nuthing but 
what we can comprehegd by our ieaſun. And thus Givine 
truths is believed and àſſemed unto, only in fo far as tix 
can, by their carnal reaſon, canceive uf them, whereby iheyp 
exilt their corrupt reaſon above the divine law, the eternal 
rule of righteouſneſs. Some ate became fo audaciouſly 
wicked dow, as to affert that the bl. fled and huly word of 
God is but a romantic fable Creeds, conteſhons, and co- 
venants, are cried down, arid every one is 10 live accutGing 
to the light of his ewn conſcience. It is no matter (y 
ſome) whit religion ye are of, for all religions are alike in 
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5 the light of God; and ii will never be aſked at the day of M1 
3 jadpmert of what religious profeſſion ye weie of, provide. 1 
ing ye te ſincere, Contendiug for the purity of God's or- 
» dinances, according to the pattern ſhewn in the mount, and 
3 the faith once delivered 10 the ſaints, 1 is ſeid io be a woik 
F ſet on foot by Satan; and contending againſt immoral ptac- 
* tices, and ſtanding aloof from ile fiuful cuſtums ard pro- 
x | fanity of the times, is ſaid to be ovly the devil raiſing a : 
o- | cuft among men, and locked upon as urpolitical, and the. 1 
f effects of a narrow contracted {pirit. by our free thinkers, | 
115 v-ho ſeem not to know what they ſay, nu whereof they af 1 
en | frm. —Theſe wandering Hart, for whom (if the mercy and 1 
ul 


trie grace of God io Chriſt jcſus prevent wot) ihe blackneſs 
Td of darkneſs i is r:ſorved for ever. 

ing | Ie may be obſerved faither, that another Ramical point, 
ate || cr article of the Chriſtian's belief, aſſerted in theſe meinoits, 

| is the corruption and depravity of na ure; or what is cal- 
led original fr ; this beirg the fountain, fo :urce, and ſpring 
this OW hence all actual tranigrefſivns proceeds. Bur this, 
iſt ze zl. s ! is alſo denied in our day Some has gone the length 
ien io aſſert, that man's adual ſinnieg did not begin, winti they 

a were 14 or 10 years of age, whe: entering on <ivil. oufin. ſs, 4 
capable of giving an oath, and puny ay.c by che laws ot. 1 


nations. fa leu of much that might be ſaid in oppoſitidn 
to this, we want only to know at thee Pe/agian gentlemen, - 
How infants become ſufferers, if they be not ſinners? Does 
God, without cauſe, aid the children of men? Is not af- 


— . 
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fliction and death the fruit and wages of fin? Why ſhould 


_ infants ſuffer theſe, and yet have no ſin? If they have no 


fin, then they can have no pollution, and ſo no need of 
waſhing: What idle and inſignificant ceremony mult. the 


Þaptifing of children be!!! Does any thing point ou: the 


pollution of nature more, than the baptizing of children 
doth, whereby waſhing from {in is repreſented? Chriſt came 
only to ſeek and ſave them that were Joſt: — What honour 


or dignity can acc:ue to him from thoſe who have no fin 
£0 fave from? Neither are there any ſuch in heaven; for 
| the covenant of works cannot admit them; the covenant of 


grace being calculated for elect ſinners, no entrance here; 
Tad fo this glorious place mult be altogether empty of ſuch 
a train of young inhabitants. What needs ſuch as have 
no fin for the prayers ot the church, for. either purchaſed 


or promiſed bleſſings. Job xiv. 4. Pla. . 5. 


Alſo, in theſe memoits, the free grace of G od is exalted; 
man's utter inab lity, in his lapſed Rate, 15 wiil or to do that 
which is ſpiritually good, aſſetted and maintained; and f.}- 
vation looked for only through the complete righteouſneſs 


of a Redeemer imputed, and received by faith alone. But 


ah and alas! What legal docttines and uohallowed tenets 
on this point, are ſounding and reſounding in the ears of 
many congregational aſſemblies in this. land? To this it 
might be ſaid, that man, bad as his ſituation is, bas ſtill a 
power of knowing, a faculty of willing, and other «f<Qions, 
otherwiſe he behoved to be deſtitute of a rational ſoul, and 


| ſo ceaſe to be a reaſonable creature, And ſo in point of du- 
ty (though not ia condignity of meiit) might do much more 
urban oftentimes he doth. Nay, the exerciſes of true prin- 


cipled morality, are commendable in the life of both ſ. int 


and ſipner; and ii there were more of it, matters would 


not be fo bad in the preſent generation as they are. But 
theſe are not our ſaviours, nor can they do any thing in 
Point of merit : For to lay that acts o charity could ex; 


( ix 70 — 


85 piate our rawdertely train of offences, or that our Jams. 1 


de ſective performances could anſwer the demands of a per- 


| fect law —or that cur wandering scts of devotion can 
| fereen us from the wrath of an offended God. We might 


juſt as well ſay, that the Fihiopian could chaxg? his ſein, 


and the leopard his ſpots ; and that it was pulible for a : 


bogle drop of pure freth water to ſweeten the whole brin- 


ny ccean ; or cur ſpreading hand to eclipſe the orb of the 


ſhining ſun, or to intercept the rays of lightning, when dart- 


ing throw the burſting clouds. Nay, u might be f. id, that 


it 15. juſt as pc{ble tor the devils 10 be ſaved, theſe fallen 
angelt, who ate ſaid by the apofile to be reſerved in chains 


of darkneſs until the judgment of ihe great day, as tor laps 
led man, in @ natural tate. by his own free will, or yet by 
bis natur-] and acquired abilities, to anſwer God's holy lbs; 


or ſave himſelf, For an imper ſect principle can be no ways : 
ſufficient for a petſect operation.  Nothivg leſs than the all 


| Prevailing name and merits of Jeſus Chiiſt, can procure 
5 pardon, reconcile to God, and ſave from wrath. . Fix on 
any otlier object or mean, be it what it will, everlaſting 
con fuſſon mutt eventually enſue: For other ſoundation can 


u men lay than-that is laid, which is Jeſu: Chrifl. 1 Cor. 
inn. 11. The act of divine power muft enable both to will 
and to do. So it was with the man that ſtretched out the 


Vvitbered hand. and the woman to whom Chriſt faid, 2naid 


ariſe. An apoſtle could ſay, in me dwelleth no good thing. 
Aud, fays the divine and eternal Saviour himſeif, withaut 
me ye can do nolbing No man can come to me, except the 
Father which ſent me draw him. No man cometh be bbs 


Faiher but by me. 


The reader is not to be farmiie, when! in A Memoirs 
be finds the duty of perſonal ard famiiy faſtiag holden 


forth, and in part put in practice. Though no doubt it 


may be flouted at by the openly profare, and judged a need= 
leſs, hypocritical, whimſic-l, or freak'ſh humour; and by 


the carnal profeiT,r altogether overiooked and diſregarded; 
yet we find the church called. to ſuch a duty, in fiofut aud 
| backſliding times; every family was to mourn apart, ſays 
the prophet, even "all the families that remain, every fami- 
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[> 
I». apart, and their wives apart. Zech. xii, 12,13, 14. The + 

propheteſs Anna /2rved God with faſtings and prayers . 
night and day. Luke ii. 37, and the Corinthians were en- 
joined to faſting and prayer. 1 Cor. vii. 5 and it was the 
practice of John's difcpleg to faſt oft; and Chriſt told his 
diſciples, that he days avill come when the brigevroom ſhall 
be taken from them, and then ſhall they faſt. Matiſ. ix. 
14» 15. „ -4% | CL Oy EY IVE Eb nd oy, 

As for perſonal covenan: ing. the reader need not wonder 

| when he finds this duty aſſayed although in a dead time of 

: religion “: For ſure every judicious Chriſtian will look * 
upon it as their duty to faſt and mourn for their ſins before 

T the Lord, whether perſonal or relative; yea, for all fins 

whereby God is diſhonoured: And will alfo dedicate them- 

| ſelves to the Lord, to be for him and not for another; and 
that. either viva voce, or otherways, by ſubſcribing with 
their hand to the Lord, and joining themſelves to him in @ 
perpetual covenant, that ſhall not be forgotten. Iſa. xliv. 5. 
he reader. is not to quarrel and criticiſe, when he finds 

dhe want of grammatical order in theſe Memoirs, as thofe 
nearly conceraed. in publiſhing them, chooſe to let it go into 


' the world, without any alteration, from the rude dravght. 
1 compoſed by the Author. And as it contains a ſeries of ſe - 
# . cret ſoul ſolilequies, moſtly compoſed either in his deep 


downcaftings, or his upliftings of ſpirit. Some chaff may 
appear among the corn, (a rare matter if it be not ſo), as 


| i there is no perfection to be found with us tn this mortal A 
body; yet, as the ſcope and end thereof being to exalt, ex- 
tal, and magnify the matchleſs and unparalleled fore, mer- 


| 
ey, and free grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus; and to debiſe 
$ | ſinful ſelf, and ſelf-righteouſneſs. This being the ſcope, it 
4 is hoped that it will be acceptable ta ſuch (and the faults f 
'} overlooked) as are truly exerciſed perſons with godlineſs, 
F and a life that is hid with Chriſt in God, and are acquaint- . 

f 


— 


1 * Mr Guthrie wrote in behalf of this duty And Mr Williſan, 

and many others fince his time, has both put it in practice, and de- 8 
fended the equity thereof to good purpoſe, which the reader may; 1 

i he pleaſes, conſult. | | Cn 


xa 


TS 


ed with the various viciſſitudes of the Chriftianlife-and ſpi- 
ritual warfare, knowing (with the apoſtle) what it is to be 
troubled on every fide, without were fightingi, avithin were 
fears. If any ſhall allege that the author gave too much 
way to unbelief, and entertained doubis and fears, whereas 
| he might have refted himſelf upon Chriſt dying for him in 
particular. No doubt uabelief is a great evil, ſo is a vain 
preſumption. © To believe that God is my Lord (ſaid god- 
ly Mr Rutherford) who from eternity did chooſe me, and 
of intention ſent Chriſt to die for me, is not eſſential to 
& ſaving faith f. Miſtake not the nature of faith: For 
«© there may be ſuch a perſuaſion where there is no faith. 
% How many are there who are confident Chriſt died for 
e them, and they ſhall be ſaved through him; who yet know 
*© not the Lord! Many a poor believer, that receives and 
reſts upon Chriſt, is yet full of fears that he may be dam- 
„ned .“ Faith is a humbling grace, and will be ſo to all 
ſach as have it in exerciſe. There is need for perſons to 
ſearch and try whether their faith be of the genuine kind, 
and fixed on the right odject, as a miſtake muſt be of grea 
danger here. 1 EEO 
But may not ſome ſay, that the believer's life is hid with 
' 1 Chriſt in God, Col. iii. 3. and ſo theſe ſecret tranſactions 


g that paſſes betwixt God and believers, ihe world hath no 
concern to know. Bat it may be obſerved, not hid from 
us only, in point of ſecrecy ; but hid for us, noting ſecurity. 
„ Becauſe I live ye ſhall live alſo. John xiv. 9. For (as has 
105 deen obſerved already) in water face anſwereth to face, ſo the 
© I heart of man to man. Ars iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo doth the 
ys experiences of a dying ſaint, (or one dead) comfort a living 
15 laint in like caſes; he ſees his face, he ſees the ſtruggles and 
coul exercifes by which he laboured, and ſo is ſtrengthened in 
857 ſpiritual things. Further, the rapid and admirable ſucceſs 
mY of the goſpel, was greatly owing to the holy lives of its pro- 
4 feſſors; eſpecially their ſhining in the peculiar and diſtin- 
1 guiſhing duties of Chriſtianity, and their cheerfulneſs and 


„ uadaunted boldneſs in ſuffering for Chriſt. 


Sermon before the Houſe of C 


ommons 1643. q 27. a 
1 Gouge s Works, p. 471. =D f 3 
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To A: as ds i of" a 1 deid fi tel hath more 


veigbt with the living, than twice ſo many from one who is 


alive, who knows'but this book may be of ſome uſe to rouſe 


decayed Chriſtians, waken ſuch as have a name to live and. 


_ are dead, give à check to the vicious and looſe lives of the 
immoral, and convi Atheiit, Deifts, and carnal profeſſors ? 
And theugh it ſhould be wholly fruitleſs in this reſpect, yet 
it ſhall be a ſtanding teſtimony and witneſs againſt the dan- 


gerous and growing evils of this perilous time.— Töe H. Hall | 
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. ANTRODUCTION. 


2 6 


Fe ever it mal biesle Divine ſovereignty, that the 85 

| following Narrative ſhall come into the private or 

public view of any, it is my earneſt defire that the 

few. following preiniſes may be adverted unto, N 

1ſt, After the Lord Aetepmichen or Jaded my 

heart to fall in love with him, and his word, by a 
more cloſe and fervent application ro him in the 
more ſecret duties of religion, it coſt me ſome thoughts 
of heart, whether or not I ſhould commit any thing 
concerning theſe feckleſs, foiple, and inſignificant, 
exerciſes of ſoul into writing, fearing, that ſhould I 
be in a miſtake, or my defigns pfove abortive, (ſimilar 
to thoſe Ipoke of, who begin in the Spirit, and end in 
the fleſh,) which the Lord in mercy prevent; then it 
ſhould rather be an aggravation of my guilt, than be- 
neficial to any: on the other hand, ſhould the Lord, 
who ſeparated me from my mother' s womb, by his 5 
grace, enable me to do, or finiſh, what I hope, he 
had begun, according to his own gracious ward gi- 
ren me, then it might afterward be uſeful, upon a 
reflex view, unto myſelf, if not to others alſo after T 
vas gone. Theſe motives reſolved me at laſt to ſet 
about what is in record; only with this proviſo, if I 
+ * Whhould fee cauſe afterwards: to deſtroy it, or mine to 
"Feonceal it after my deęeaſe, it ſhould be done. His 
Pen word, that occurred in writing theſe inen, en- 

ouraged me, Come here, &c. 

2diy, If it is thought, in what I have narrated, 
that [ have ſkipped over the moſt part of my lite, 
ome-of my reaſons were, it might be of ſmall bene- 
it to either myſelf or others: my public ſins being 
ready known; and for theſe that were bithErro ſe- 
ret, 1 have 3 endeavoured to confeſs them to 
ide Lord, and hope forgiveneſs from him; and what 
. B 
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- make out of the harbour heaven-ward to the defird 
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he has been pleaſed to have concealed, J found my- 
ſelf, as they did not much reſpect or prejudiſe o. 
thers, to let lye in filence; of what ſeemed good in 
my conduct, I have little to record in that time 1 


indeed had ſome ref pect to God's word and ordinan- 
ces, and a love to theſe I took to be his people. But, 


alas! 1 had little or no delight i in either; and although 

I ſpent a number of my more advanced years in wri- 
ting, a part of which is publiſhed, and, I think, upon 
the teſtimony of many, has been uſeful, at leaſt ſome 
of them, in the preſent generation; and which ſome 
eminent and judicious Chriſtians flattered me to be a 
noble generation work, in tran{mitting the memo- 
nes, contendings, ſermons, &c. to ſucceeding gene- 
rations: yet, I diſclaim all theſc things, and account 
only that the principal part of a man's life, that is 
ſpent in the more immediate excrciſes of religion, in 
being united to a God in Chriſt, and to have com- 
munien and fellowſhip with him; truly our fellowſhip 


ie with the Father, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 


3dly, I have been mare full in the firſt year, or 
years that 1 give any account of, not that I allo ed 
myſelf to ack 1 in the exerciſes of religion, or duties 


| 
mentioned, but that 1 found a true walking with | 
| God, or an habitual living with bim, as to divine 
manifeſtations, .or tender 28) did not merely de- 
pend upon ſet times, or forms of duty, though du 
muſt never be omitted; but in a daily application u 
to the blood of Chriſt for cleanſing, and manifeſt»}* 
tions of his gracious preſence, tender frames, and en 7 
largement of heart in prayer, and other duties, de : 
| 4. on his own holy and good will: we may crowd 1 
fails, but it is God, by his Spirit, muſt make th 
| the wind to blow; and when his north and ſoutl yo 


wind come, then it is good to hoiſt up fails, ani 


_ haven. 5 
Laſtly, Mavy times-Gnce I began to write, thrbt M 


* 


* 


tn 1 


the deceitfulnels of my corrupt heart, indwelling ſin, 
. Satan, and a wicked world, I was mae to doubt, if 
| ever] ſhould add a line more; but he who at firit 


7 ſaid unto me, the may will not Jail until be hath fin 2 8 

1 ed the thing this day, bas hitherto helped, and, l hops, 

4 will help, ng it is finiſhed: I 9v1ll ſee you again, 
3 


Ti- 
as in darkneſs | th Lord n 1 a hgh unto me. EO 
me i | —— ＋ —— —ä '. 
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NA R R A T I v E 
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RELIGIOUS EXERCISES, Ke! 


3 Aiden i 1 had. 2 ld oe N a 


my grandfather and prandmother (with whom I was' 
brought up frem the time I. was a year old, at Black's 

Hill, in the pariſh of Kilmarnock). were reputed, It 
the place where they lived, for honeſt, religious per- 
ſons; yet, in my younger; years, I was moſtly taken 


owe 

luties 
with 
livine 
ly de- 
r Gut) 


04 even the religious exerciſes competent to my age, 
os the than any certain vice, (only I inclined to tov much 


| ſoul Yain and unprofitable diſcourſe when in company,) 


Is, 20 
de ſire 
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and corruption of my nature, flowing from that cur- 
led root, original depravity, that I ſoon found pred o- 
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Þ and your. hearts ſball livez—rejoice not againf}. me, O 
> Wl mine enemy ; when I fall, I Hall riſe again; when 1 Ju 


up with the common vanities of childhood and youth, 
having no certain views of religion, or my on de- 
ifelte praved, loſt ſtate, and condition; and though, for 
Mela number of years, my loſs. conſiſted more in a 
thoughtleſs, careleſs, and ſecure omiſſion of duty, 


yet, when grown up to years, ſuch was the prevalency . 


Ninate evils ingrained in my conſtitution, which, 


| 


l 
through the want of reſtraining grace, and a due at. 
tention of an application to the God of all grace, for 
reſtraining grace; and particularly through | the omiſ. 
ſion of ſecret prayer, I fell into ſome vices, ſome of 
«which being public, I need not mention, —others 
more private, which, I think, are not neceffary here 
to put a name opon.— Being married, and my wife 
dying foon after, I was ſomewhat affected; yet this 
ſoon went off, and my corruptions revived upon me, 
with ſuch violence, as through my looſe behaviour, 
and ſome bad company, I was laid under ſome fe- 
proach by ſome in the country-lide, and by none more 
than by ſome of my relations; and, though I gave too 
much occaſion for this, yet, as oft-times is the cafe in 
circumſtances of this nature, things were aggravated, 
and made much worſe than what they really were, 
and many things were wrongouſly laid to my charge 
by ſome people, for which I wiſh. the Lord may 
give them forgiveneſs, as I wiſh, and expect forgive- 
neſs for what occaſion I gave them, and for what 1 
was juſtly chargeable in the ſight of a boly God with. 
—All this time I kept up family worthip, attended 
ordinances, and ſociety meetings; but even omitted 
ſometimes the formality of ſecret duty t I could 
claim no more in it) itſelf, _ 
At laſt, I married again a conſin of my own, bs 


was of a quiet diſpofition, znd under the charac- 

ter of a religious woman; after which I kept more 

io the form of an outward profeſſion; and having, * 
* 


from my younger years, had great pleaſure in read- 
ing Biography, the eminent lives, and comfortable 
deaths of Chriſt's faithful V ilneſſer, both under An. 
tichriſt Popiſh and Prelatic, and having thereby gained 
a'ſtrong regard for the memories and contendings of: 
our Scots HW, Parthies both in the reſorming and ſulfers 
ing period; in proceſs of time, I thought of publiſtÞ 
ing Mr. James Renwick's large life, which was wrote 


y Mr. Alexander See: dut, upon ſecond chouglfg ih 


FE 


I took up a :refolution, to collect what materials. 3 


N could obtain, and write a kind of lives of a number. 
of them, which I did at Jeiſure hours, with ſmall 
Hh views, that ever any thing I could, do, ſhould merit 
15 the publiſhing of them: however, my motives were 
FR ingenuous, out of love to them, and their contend- 


for ings, or cauſe they contended for: and the Lord de- 


much eſteemed by men of all ranks and denomina- 


ing; —one morning my wife, who: was not without 
au inclination: to religion, being in bed in the little 
cloſet where I was writing, the was juſt going to give 


hear, and the dumb ta ſpeak. Aſter which ſhe durſt 
never ſpeak againſt it. And, indeed, from the teſti- 


ſwerable to what as to this I have obſerved. EY 
After which I publiſhed a Celleftion of their & Sermons, 
which coſt me no {mall pains, with ſame other pamph- 
e and publications, which, being. ſo well KNOWny 1 
wh need not mention: but that which colt me moſt 
: | thought and ſtudy, was the writing of one upon the 


termined that they ſhould both be publiſhed, and 


1 ons. — While! was writing and collecting the ſirſt 
grauglit of the Scots Weorthies, ſometimes in the mor- 


me a reproof for my follx in writing; what would. 5 
co but-make People. laugh at, my folly; immediately 
theſe words came into her mind, Mark vii. 37. He 
hath done all things well; be maketh both the denf to 


mony of many, the conſequence. was no way unan- 


- 


lar ac- 

En” adminiſtration of the Lord's ſupper, when the ＋ 
wing rerſy took place among the Antiburg her ſide of : 
780 Seceſſion, about taking the bread before out ad 


rtable [tion. Although the proteſtors furniſhed me withx 
„much of the authorities or materials, — it was always 
my cuſtom, before I entered upon any thing of this 


blic, to pray to the Lord for lighe and direction; 


night be fruſtrated: and I may, in {bumility, ſay, 
kat all the different pieces were very well taken. 


B 3 


Nature, in writing, which was defigned for the pu- 


and, if it was not for his honour and g glory, that it 


k is 3 


wh eſteemed in general; yea, ſome declaring, that 
they reaped advantage by ſome of them: And what- 
ever | ſhall receive for my labours therein, which 
Has not been ſmall, confidering one of my parts, 
learning, or circuinſ{ances, which rendered things 
vf that nature more difficult, as worldly advantage 
Was not my view, ſo I never received much that way: 
But chis IT may fay, I had the Jiteral accompliſhment 
of that promiſe as to the outward, Them that honour 
me, that is me in my myſtical M e him cuil], my 
Father bonour; that is, will cauſe to be honoured; 
for thereby I gained much reſpect; yea, ten times 
more than I deſerved, from many of all ranks, which 
"occaſioned me to get not a few viſits, and many let- 
ters of correſpondence from judicious religious per- 
ſons, ſome of whom I never aw in the face in this 
tabernacle, nor expected to ſee in time, only wiſhing 
for a joyful meeting at God's right hand, when time 
ſhall be rio more, and that through all the endleſs a- 
ges of eternity. But, after all, one may do much for 
the cauſe of Chriſt and religion in the world, and 
de much eſteemed on that account, and yet be 3 
ſtranger to the new bjrth, and the efficacious work. 
ings of the Spirit of God upon their own ſoul; yen, 
their labours may be profitable to many others; and 
uſeful to the church in their generation, and to after 
ages, and even receive the anſwer of prayer in many 
caſes;—for inſtance, it had been my requeſt unto the 
Lord in prayer often, that he would keep me ſtraight 
zin the way, from falling into any thing in my prac- 
tice that ſhould diſhonour him, and be offenſive to 
his people, and bring a reproach upon religion, an 
difcredit the cauſe 1 had done ſo much for in pr 
lic: : and I was fo far anſwered, that I was not on 
grie ved, when 1 ſaw the laxneſs of principles and pra 
tices caged difſenters, and the flight cenſures in dil 
cipline that were executed therein; but even Hheipec 
do contend to ſuch a N againſt Wear“ that I wa 


the 
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food, and to the young ravens that cry. 
doubt, but he, which feedeth the ravens, the moſt 
deſpicable of creatures, could ſupport me and mine, 


„ 29 I 


accounted by e to be given to neeadleſs reſlectiont, 


and too critical upon What they thought but ſmall 
circumſtances, as in their words and conduct 


area: 5:5: - 

Another inſtance, having Now. a numerous u fang 
| ſeveral of whom were but young, and meeting with 
an outward loſs of cattle, I was much caſt-down, (it 
coming jo ſudden and unexpected,) yea, more de- 


jected than ever I'had been, upon the account of ay * 
many heinous fins; yea, more calt down and grieved 


anent what would become of me, and my ſmall fami- 
ly, if it ſhould fall out thus, than ever I refolved, 


through grace, to be for any worldly intereſt again, as 


I thought, I got a reproot in the Sabbath following, 
and likewiſe ſome comfort in a lecture upon the Ga- 
Uarenes, and the loſs of their ſwine, from Matth. viii. 


28,—34. But what I was to obſcrve, that ſoon af- 


"ter, being at dinner, and all my children fitting a- 
round me, began to think, what will-becomg*of 
theſe poor young ones, if things go thus with us, 
Which, ſure, was a diſtruſting of the Lord's mercy, 
yea, of his common benevolence and goodneſs, in up- 


holding all the works of his hands, and deſerved a 
ſevere check from his hand; yet, behold a gracious 


God, who does not requite us as we deſerve! For, 
at that very time and inſtant, theſe words darted in- 
to my mind, vho feeds the ravens young that cry. I 
knew it was in the Plalms, but knew not where till 
I found it, Pal, cxlvii. 9. He giveth unto the beaſt, his 


Now, could I 


if we would give eredit to his word of promiſe. This 


word Fofter remembered, and pleaded afterwards; 
and, for a number of years, though ſeveral of them 


were very bad, we had more than before, and was 


in no no ſcarcity, when many others, eſpecialiy the poor 
in towns and cities, in this and the neighbouring 


zingdoms, were in great want, and endured much 
hardſhips; which evidences, that one may be more 
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troubled and grieved o account of worldly things, 
and for a through- bearing here, than for their eter- 
nal concerns, and the world to come; and in which 


I behoved to meet with this reproof by Chriſt him- 


ſelf, anent the cares of this life, Matth. vi. 25. to the 
cloſe, in which he concludes, But ſeek ye firftl the king. 


dm of God, and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall 


be added unto you. 


I could give more inſtances of the ſame kind, but 


ſhall omit them, as no way pertinent here. 
J always, of a long time, had ſome melting of 


heart, when I read the Dying Teflimonies and laſt 


words of our late ſufferers, and other martyrs, and 
did covet their lot and condition at death. Among{t 


other books or writings which J had, or ſeen, which 


were not a few, I took a longing to have a Collec- 
-tioh of the Dying Teſtimonies, Perſonal Covenant- 


ings, and Soul Soliloquies, of about twenty of them 


that were old diſſenters, the moſt of whom had lived 


in the perſecuting period, and died ſince the Revo- 
Jution; and I had it a little time from a correſport- 


dent before, when I tranſcribed ovt my great grand- 
father's dying teflimony and laſt words; now I intend- 
ed to tranſcribe more of them; ſo I ſent for and got 


them, and William Will's dying 1eftimony along with . 


them; I tranſcribed them; and, amongſt other duties 
they were accuſtomed unto, that of .perfonal faſting 


| and humiliation For ſin, either at ſet times, or on e- 
mergent occaſions; this, they declared, had been moſt 


beneficial to them in the houſe of their pilgrimage; 


—and, though I had ſometimes before this, prayed, 


ſong plalms, read the word of God, and prayed in 
ſecret by myſelf alone, that the Lord would reach my 
Heart with a thorough conviction and converſion, yet 


I could perceive no return of theſe ſupplications, nor 
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any word of ſcripture ſuitable, in order to hope for 


obtaining my requeſts: I now propoſed to ſet a- part 
a day, or ſo much time for this duty of faſting and 


| humiliation, and that in a more ſolemn and preciſe. 


manner than ever I had outwardly obſerved in pu- 
blic fafts, in abſtaining from food, & c. According- 
ly I kept a day in November 1784. And though 


1 cannot ſay that I got much enlargement of heart, 
or ſuch a ſight of ſin, and meaſure of grief, as I could 
have wiſhed or deſired, yet, I both fixed upon por- 
tions of ſcripture ſuitable to my caſe, and came to 
make a more full, free, and particular confeſſion of 
my tins, both of youth, middle, and older age, to- 
gether with the pollution of my nature, tham hither- 


to I had done. As to my frame, it was little altered: 


Thad ſtill a regard for any perſon wherein Ithought 
any thing really good was, or even in appearance; 
and ſtill I inclined more this way.—Sometime after, 


having a week-night's meeting, wherein two mem- 


bers were propoſing to be admitted, one of whom, I 
was afraid, ſhould prove nothing t@ the |} honour of 
religion: I reſblved to ſpend the forenoon in prayer, 
both in behalf of the church of Chriſt, which was 
now low in her decline, and our meeting in particu- 
— that we might be kept from that which, would 


be offending to the Lord, and detrimental to his 
cauſe, which was by many, yea, many of our own 


party, Nttle regarded, or laid to heart. 'The portion 


of ſcripture I fixed upon was the 74th Pfalm, from 
the beginning, part of which, {being in the fields,) 


J did ling, read it all over, and prayed with fome en- 
largement of heart, eſpecially on theſe words, verſes 


2 ag 3 d. | 2 9 4 
© call t9 thy ada $ 6 © $48 
Thy £001 gregation, | LIE 
W pich thou haſt purchaſed if old, 
ötill think the ſame upon, 


| | ( -:a2 
| 4x The rod of ihine inheritance 
W- 4 Which thou redeemed Bat, 
; Es 5-52, 7555 Sion bill wherein thou huet 
y dwellings in times $aft. | 
And though I could not ſay, that this did dere 
from one in a converted ſtate, being never to my 
apprehenſion, ſuitably orieved for my manifold fins, 
and the pollution of my nature; yet it had, I thought, 
s ſome ſmall effects and ſucceſs; for I was enabled to 
. free diſcharge of my duty as a member of the meet- 
ing, to one who was admitted; and, for the other, 
the Lord brought out as much as retarded his en- 
trance at that time; wherein 1 was enabled to be 
free with him en ſeveral things, as they od be- 
tit him and, the fociety at that time. 
Nothing more obſervable occurred in my caſe till 1 
February: 1785, that I took a reſolution to keep ano- 
ther day in bumiliation, as I could obſerve no return 
as to my being ful'y humbled for ſin; and, as I was 
now advancing in age, and likewiſe troubled with 
omething like what is called a rheumatic diforder, ha- 
ving a pain in my back and leſt knee. And ſo the 
20th day of February, I fet a-part for this duty. In 
the morning, I began to think upon an enumeration 
of my moſt particular fins, and for ſome word of 
ſeripture ſuitable for me, in my petitioning the Lord 
on that account, but could find none; nav, ſuch was 
the caſe, that I began to doubt, if I could find one in 
feripture that got their fins, ſimilar to thofe that I was 
guilty of, ever pardoned, being ſome of them againſt 
thoſe who were now dead; and, if they were in hell, 
that loſs eould never be repatred to them, and to me 
pardoned ; not that I doubted that the Lord was not 
able to pardon them to me, but being of that nature, 
He wou:d not vouchſafe to do it. This put me to a 
kind of nonplus, not knowing what to do; mean- 
time, I conſidered if I could find any inſtance in ferip- 
ture that would afford me any hepe or conſolation is 
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this: then the inſtence of Minaſſeb, vwyho cauſed men 
to commit idolatry, and then ſhed innocent blood, 
ſome of whom we muſt conclude to be of that num- 


ber ; I licewiſe remembered our Lord's words - Al 
manner of fix ſhall be forgiven. I had been ſolicitous 


for ſome ward of hoiy writ, in order for an hearty 


acknowledgment of my tins, after ſome. turning and 


perturbation of mind, as above related, that word 


came in my mind, — Male me to know my t anſgreſſon 
and ſin. I could not, at firſt, condeſcend where this 
was to be found, though I was net unacquainted 
with the literal texts of ſcripture; but, getting my 
Concordance, found it, Job xiii. 23. How many are 
mine iniquities and fins? mak: me to know my-tranſgref- 


fern and my fig. Which laſt clauſe of the verſe 1 was 


made in prayer to urge with great vehemency, until 
a flood of tears flowed from mine eyes. In this con- 
dition, I continued for ſome time, crying to the Lord 
for ligbt, help, and pardon of mine iniquities, which 


I could neither number nor expreſs in their genuine 


nature and aggravation. While in this condition, 
theſe words, on a ſudden, darted into my foul, 
The man «ill not reſt till he hath finiſbed the thing this 
day.— I knew this was the part of the type of the 
true Kinſman Redeemer, Boaz, in the book of Ruth. 
Theſe words, I was made, with great ardour of mind, 
in prayer, to repeat many a time over and over be- 
fore the Lord, as his own word, to make it out to 
my foul; and, from thenee, was led to cry for 
{trength and through- bearing grace, that, if the Lord 
ſhould enable me, I would now, with my whole 
heart and deſire, avouch the Lord to be my God, 
and, by faith in the bleſſed Jeſus, endeavour to takt 
hold of his covenant, and, through Divine grace, if 
he would be pleaſed to ſtrengthen me, to commit no 
known fin with deliberation, nor omit any known 

duty; begging, he would ſubdue my heart arid af- 

icctions, and bring me to a conformity to his image 
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in. holineſs, and that I, and all that I had, ſhoutd be 
at his Divine difpoſal, if I conld but glorify him up- 
on earth, & c. with much more, that I cannot expreſs, 
ill pronouncing theſe words For the man will not 


be in reſt, until be has finiſbed the thing this day. 
the time a flood of tears did ron down from mine 


eyes; at the fame time thefe worde, uttered in the 


application of theJaſt ſermon IL had heard by one Mr. 
Auen, to which ſermon 1 had gene with much diffi- 
-uity, from the prevailing diſorder of my body, eame 
freſh to my mind: © Can you remember,” ſaid he, 
** the time when you were made to acknowled ge your 
e log? fate and condition, and cry undone, undone, 
« Lefore the Lord, with tears in your eyes?” Theſe 


I alſo expreſſed while employed in this exerciſe.— 


After this was over, I began to conſult this portion 


of ſcripture, impreſſed. on my mind on fuch a ſud- 
den, 


and from ſuch a circnmitance, as I neither ex- 
pected nor had been thinking on before, as any mat- 
ter of ſubject, J found it in Ruth iii. 18. being the 
words of Naomi to Ruth, concerning Boaz's perform: 
ing the part of a kinſman to her; now, upon recol- 
lection of mind, I thought, that whatever ſhould be 
my caſe, in this it was moſt ſuitable and pat to my 
condition, as the next. chapter does evidence. Ruth 
as in a poor forlorn condition, ſo was I, becauſe of 


ſin. She was a ſtranger, and in a ſtrange land, tho“ 


an the land of promiſe, ſo was l, in a great meafure, 
to God, to Chriſt, and to the graces of the Spirit, 
though in the place of hope, and where himſelf and 
theſe were to be found in his word and ordinances. 
The neareſt kinſman could not redeem her: fo; this 


preſiguring the law, or broken covenant of works, 
I, and every one, as in a natural ſtate, 
are: moſt nearly connected, which cannot redeem of 
give deliverance to the weary and heavy laden-ſoulz' 


with whi 


for by the deeds of the law can no man be juſtified. Hete 


Hoax, who acted the part of a true kinſinan, under- 


All 
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wok the matter, and ſtepped i into the kinſman's place, 
preſiguring the true Kinſman Redeemer, the Lore 
ſeſus Chriit, who acts this kinſman's part to all, who 
through grace, are made cordially to make faith's ap- 
plication” to him. - But what to make bf theſe-words, 
fill be has finiſhed the thing this day. Ah! thought 
I, there is too much ground to ſuſpect that I am not 
yet thoroughly fifted to the bottom; my fins require 
another fort of conviction than this; 1 deſpair that 
it hall be finiſhed in ſuch a ſudden: here 1 could 
find no ſatisfactory anſwer from the words to myſelf, 
- only. thought 1, this may not be reſtricted to a day 
of time, or natural day, but might be as properly 
rendered the day of grace; and may not that be be- 
gun this day, which the true Kinſman Redeemer will 
hnith in due time before my day of grace and mercy 


q 

„de expired? which calmed my mind a little tor tha 
„ preſent. 1 

t. But, alas! 1 found this frams ton went off, like 


ze e morning cloud, or early deaw, that fosn van! i/beth a. 
way, which made me conclude all was not right; that 


1 my fins muſt have another kind of work than this. 
be IMy frame, after this, not being as I expeQted, this 
ny made me reſolve to ſpend the 28th day of March 
1 Inext in the ſame exerciles of faſting and humiliation z 
of Haccordingly | addreſſed myſelf the morning of this 
no? ay to the ſame duty; but could find nothing but 
ire, deadneſs of frame, and windering of heart, though 
rit, fixed on that word, —Thou haft played the barlot with 
ind $9" lovers ; yet return again unto me, ſaith the Lord, 


which I found to be in Jer. iii. 1. which made me 
Ty unto the Lord, that theſe might be removed; 
ut, there being no appearance ef this, 1] began to I 
ee, that it was hard and difficult for one to repaig 
ch a frame when once loſt; and that nothing but 


this 
rks, 
tate. 


dul wine and ſovereign love, and the efficacious Work-. 
Hete g of the Spirit ot all grace, can do it upon a hard 


der- bert. contin ved till after n 0-day Ly intervals 
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In the way of duty, ſinging, reading, and praying, | 
5 Though oftentimes in a cold and dead manner: but, 
pouring out my complaint, in as eager and pathe- i 1 
tic a way as I could do, craving for a fight of fin, and lf 
that my hard heart might be ſoftened; that wander- ft 
ing affections might be gathered in, for the merits of t 
the great High Prieſt's atonement, at leaſt words ro f 
this purpoſe, 1 attained unto ſome warmth of attec- Nc 
: tion, in ſo much, as abundance of tears flowed from Mt þ 
mine eyes; and lo, in this frame, theſe words ſud. o 
denly came into my mind, of which I had not the iff 
leaſt thought of before, in Song ii. 16, 17. My bels- t! 
wed it mine, and I am his, he feedeth among the lilies. il a 
Until the day break, and the ſhadows flee away : turn, Ip 
My beloved, and be thou like a roe, or a young hart upon I u 
the mountains of Bether, particularly theſe words,— ig 
My beloved is mine, and 1 am his, —which ] pronoun iff ve 
ced over and over, with ſuch vehemency and fervour il t 
of ſpirit, with other words of ſupplication ; and e- Ife 
ven ſuch was the caſe, that, amongſt other expreſ- Ian 
ſions, | pleaded, that ii ; Chriſt would come in unto my Wof 
foul, 1 would he ſhould even make a paſſage or vent, ſſde 
through my very breaſt to my heart, | would be wil, 
ling to open it for that purpoſe, which I know not we 
whether ſuch language was lawful, or rather enthu- an; 
fiaſtic. However, ſuch was my vehement deſires andi an, 
ſupplication, — through my diſorder of body, andſtir 
want of food, I was in a faintiſh ſituation, whichſthe 
made me plead that I might be hungering after rigb-· Ne- 
teoufneſs, and anon theſe words were repreſented toPec 
my mind ; I knew not where they were, but foundFipe 
them afterwards | in Plal. cxix. 28. as they are in theſto ( 
metre, — My foul doth melt and drop away, —or with 
words in the 2oth verſe, My foul within me breaks 
and doth much fainting fill * — IL was made t9 
plead the laſt clauſe of the 28th verlezx—Give frrengh 
nd ſend rehef. | 
hen : took © a ſecond look of theſe words, Son 


E ] 


li. 16, 17. above mentioned, I thought they were too 


high for me to lay claim unto; yet theſe words, and 
thoſe from Ruth, are yet ſavoury tome, and mot 
applicable to true bumbled aud ſelf-loathing ſinners, 
though ] could not lay claim to this qualification, al- 
though I times without number have ſupplicated it 
ſhould be ſo; and | found they were the language 
of faith, or the believer's appropriating Chriſt unto 
himſelf, the words bearing a beautiful repreſentation 
of the believer under Chriſt's ſey ſible prefence ; I am 
my Beloved s, and he is mine; he feedeſt among the lilies ; 
that is, he delights to walk amongſt believers, who 
are compared to lilies, or feeds his people in a molt 
pleaſant verdant and fruitful place, until the day break, 
until the reſurrection morning, when the ſhadows of 
Ignorance, fin, and darkneſs, yea, ordinances, and e 
very other mean of inſtruction, ſball fly awway.—Re- 
turn my Beloved ; that is, come ſwiftly and ſpeedily 
(for my ſoul is deſerted) with thy dleſſed preſence, 
and be like unto a roc or a young hart, upon the mountains 
of Bether, or Bithron, where ſuch creatures aboun- 
fed... ; =; LD 
However, theſe frames and exerciſes, ſuch as they 
were, were-ſhort-lived; for they ſoon went away, 
and I ſtill recurred back to a lifeleſs dead ſituation, 
and could not win to that heavenly mindedneſs and 
tircumſpection I could have wiſhed ; however, on 
the Sabbath, being out, and reading on Mr. Shep- 


Perd'r Sincere Convert, and, while going over the ob- 
ſections made againſt the offers of Chriſt in the go- 
pel, ſome of whom are as follow: « | am an enemy 


to God, and have an heart fo ſtubborn and loath to 


Pield,“ & c. —“ I have detpiſed the means of recon- 
Wciilation, and rejected mercy.— Can the Lord offer 
0 Chriſt to me, ſo poor, that 1 have no ſtrength; no 

With, no grace, nor ſenſe of my poverty? — But is 


his offer made to me, that cannot love, prize, ner 
elire the Lord Jeſus ?—Oh ! but 1 have fallen from 
C2 | 
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God oft, ſince he hath enlightened me: and doth' 
he tender Chriſt to me ?—Oh! | fear time is paſt: 
IL might once have had Chriſt, but now my heart is 
 Jeated down With hardneſs,” &c. All which he an- 
twers in the aflirmative, yes; and proves it at large. 
My heart was made to ſob at every one of theſe, and 
to apply them home to my very own caſe: and, 
when coming to the terms on which Chriſt may be 
Ind, viz. by giving away one's ſelf, ſoul and body, 
10 him, —giving away, all their fins, — them on 
Chriſt, —piving away all honours and pleaſures for 
him, —and, laſtly, all the rags of one's own righte» 
ouſneſs, for his perfect and imputed righteouſneſs.— 
I. was made, in prayer, to deſire to reſign myſ-If over 
to him on all theſe accounts; and, again, to avouch 
tim for my God, refigning all my beloved luſts and 
idols, deſiring 1: an to ſubdue them by his kingly and 
ſabduing power; king trees, and all, to witneſs; as 
formerly, that if be would enable, I would endeavour 
Holineſs of heart and life to my life's end. Amongſt 
other things, theſe words in the laſt of the Revela- 
tion, Which I had read in the morning in private, 
chme upon my mind, —The Spirit- and the Bride ſay, 


Come, and let him that beareth: ſay, Come, and let him that 
 tw8athinft come; and whoforver will, let him take of the aua- 


rer of life freely. Which words] was made to repeat many 
times over, both then, and in prayer afterwards. 

But, ab! aſter all, deadneſs and wandering of 
hrart prevails, which makes me queſtion all as only 


common cperations; only, I have now more plea- 


ſuͤre in reading the ſcripture, and divine ſubjects; e- 


specially thoſe on converſions, and the ſoul exereiſes 
of other eminent'perions, among v hour | have notes. 


iw, among fo many bochs 


might have noticed, that, during the forcfaid ex- 
creiſes, lame and inſipid as they were, one Lord's" 
Cay, thinking upon my former ways, and conſt loxing? 


„at liglit and knowledge I bal concermng the great” 
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ſtaminal leading points of the doctrines of the go- 
ſpel, both from reading the ſcripture, reading and 


hearing of ſermons upon them; and yet remaining 


a ſtranger to the ſaving knowledge of a God in 5 


Chriſt; not only ſo, but in a manner rsjecting and 
deſpiſing the offers therein, by a neglecting to put 
thoſe things inculcate therein into practice, I thought 
[ might be guilty of the unpardonable ſin, which 
made me to confult (amongſt others on converſion). 
Myr William Guthery's Trial of a Saving Intereſt in 
Feſus Chriſt, on this head, where he makes that fin 
out, in ſubſtance, to be a rejecting and oppoling the 
chief goſpel truth, and way of ſalvation, made out 
ſingularly to a man by the Spirit of God, in the truth 
and good thereof; and that avowediy, freely, wilful- 
ly, maliciouſly and deſpitefully, which he proves 
from Matth. xii. 31. Heb. vi. 45. and x. 26. that it 
is done by free choice; - upon which I could not ſay, 
that of all the evils I was guilty of, either in fins of 
omiſſion, or commiſſion, that ever did any thing 
maliciouſly or deſpitefully.— But, when anſwering 
the objection, he condeſcends on theſe following 
marks to clear from the charge of this ſin, viz. 1. 
one does not hate the way God has deviſed for ſa- 
ving ſinners, &c. 2. If, whatever one has done, he 
rues and wiſhes it were undone. 3. And to be con- 
tent to be_his debtor for pardon, &c. 4. Whatſoe- 
ver one has done, if he has a deſire after Jeſus 
Chriſt, looks with a ſore heart after him, and can- 
not think of parting with his bleſſed company for e- 
ver, or, if thou muſt part with him, yet doſt wiſh 
well to him and all his for ever, &c. 5. And wiſh:-s 
to be above the reach of all fin, and ſecured againſt 
it, &c. To all theſe, if my corrupt heart deceived 
me not, I think I could cordially aſſent unto; but 


Y particularly theſe words: To think of parting with 


ie bleſſed company, and wiſhing well to him and his 
for ever,“ [ could not thin“ on it without abundance | 
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of tears, and exprefing theſe word; with great vehe- 
mency, or the like, „Let me never part with lovely 
Jeſus Chriſt; J defire to with well to him and l, 
clo with me what he willy” yet, after all, Thad ground 
to ſuſpect my caſe ſtill, and I thought more than e- 
ver, both on account of my many heinous tins, and 
ikewiſe on account of my tr ame, both in heart and 
life, as to the duties and ex-rciſes of the true Chriſ. 
an life. As ſcr my ſins, ound thoſe i had conde- 
ſcended upon before the Lord were thoſe, moſtly, of 
the mere Broſs fins: of commiſſion ; whereas i had 
neglected many fins of omiBion, particularly in r<)j- 
Fious duties, luch as neglect of, or formal, lifsleſs, 
flight, and dead Prayers, unconcernednels when at— 
tending ordinances, ſeldom reading the.word alone, 
or for matter of meditation, negleët of parental du- 
ties, little or no attention to the voice of God in his 
word and providences, towards myſelf, niy own fa— 
mily, or others, little defire for the advancement of 
Mis glory i in the heart, cr in the world, or {mail con- 
cerns for the ſalvation of immortal forf's s, or grief for 
the diſhonours done to him, either in a public way 
by church or itate, or in the immoral practices of 
men, contrary to his toy law, D. vine will and com- 
mandments. | ö 
This made me rell ve to take a iet lift of 25 
many of my ſins original, and particularly actual trauſ- 
grefſions, fins 0! Feommetors md omiffion, that i might, 
on particular ſeaſons of faſting and humiliatior, 149 
Cver them before the Lord, and hold wp my cafe be— 
fore lim on that account, for pardon by the brood of 
Jeſus Chriſt, « which clearjeth Jrem all fu. For th. o- 
her th. dings, as to the true exerciſes of the Chri;: ian 
fe, 1 found it no ſmall difficulty to be duly af ed 
before the Lord for ſin; this has made me, ang 
times, conclude, that ail my eſſays this way to be in vaith 
becauſe | cver thought my 90 ſenſe, and loro ul 
lin, was nes erwhatt hey It cu d and ought tohave be 


\ 


N 


conſideringtheirnumber and ag ggravations: "aiſo foutrd 
ita hard to fix any agreeable matter od niedtation, 
upon D:vine or [p r.tua. things, lor any cerialn fpace 
of time, 10 that in duty, {<crewt, family, er fo0ciai, Used- 
lels, vain, and oft-times, wicked wandering thoughts. 
crou.led in themfcives upon me, which marred al, 

and none more than 0a tne Lord's day, fo that 1 

imes L have been made, When conveaichey would al- 
low, not only to put up thoughits to the Lord, but 
even to read or ſing a few vertcs of a plalm, chat if. 
I thould be no other wife quite of them, 1 might be 
dveſted of them for a littie. Agaiu, I lound morti- 
fcation to fin, and h alincfs or ſanctification of life, 
- moſt arJuous matter; and that it was but a ſavill 
thing to leave Cit the great or out lines of ſin, but it 
was another thing to notice the leaſt ftw or evil, ins 
taought, word, or deed; and what it was to have a 
due reſpect and regard unto every thing taat was 
tod, ans a hatred of every thing that is a breach of: 
Gad's holy law, and that out of a principle, becaute 
of its contrariety to the holineſs of his nature. This 
found none could attain uato, but fuch as had thein 
vill, aft:Ction, confcience, and memory, enliphtened, 
and fanctified, by tne powerful op-ration of the gras 
ces of the "holy Spirit, ci e guides unto all tr uth; 28 
the preat Eali; abtener himſelf lays; — ar Le ' ſpal! labs 
ef mine, aud ſhe co it unto you. 

Upon the above reaſons, and ma any others, 1 re. 
miained, not only under great deaducls, oft-times, as 
to frames, but even when comparing myſelf with the 
marks of converſion, given by Mines trom the word 

od; particulariy, Hers. Shepherd, Alun, Crnth- 
e, Gray, Welch, Rutherfoord, Brounm of Waimphry, 
Collins, Pearce, Spalding's communion ſermons, ant! Wes- 
"er's ſelect ſermons, with the Sime, Saving Knowledge, 
fe, wherein the loweſt they could condelcend upon 
$ ere compriſed in theſe two following: 1. In deny- 


Dardrencuncing all confidence in the fleſhy. in 


0 
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ourſelves, or in our own works, acquicſcing with all - 
our heart in, and venturing upon God's plan of ſal- 
vation, in and through Jefus Chriſt, reſting and re- 


lying upon him for ſalvation, as he is offered to us 


in the goſpel, Phil. iii. 3. 2. In a real hatred of ail fin, 
as fin, and being willing to part with every luſt and 
idol without exception, yea, the moſt beloved predo- 
minate that is even ingrained as it were in our nature, 
and to comply with every duty that the Lord makes 
known, or ſhall make known unto us. I have reſpect 
into all thy commandments, Plal. cxix. 6. grieving we 
could not be grieved for fin, hungering after more of 
Wie, Ke . DES 
_ Theſe marks made me to ſtand, conſidering that a 
Hypocrite could go all the length, in counterfeit gra- 
CCS, at leaſt in appearance, that a true believer could 
do, which made me oft-times to cry unto the Lord, 
Search and try me, O Lord, and what I know net, teach 


thou me. Yea, it made me (hun ſometimes (conſi- 


dering my former ways) to ſpeak to others as I ſhould 
and would have done, leſt it ſhould not have been 
taken well off my hand, or I ſhould have been brand- 
ed for hypocriſy : But I can ſafely ſay, I never in- 
clined, that, whatever I did in duty, particularly my 
more retired duties, ſhould have been known of any, 
nay, even of my own family; I was ever baſhful unto 

a fault this way; and yet I cannot clear myſelf of 
hypocriſy, hypocriſy being a fin in the beſt as well 
as others; but it is one thing to do a thing with hy- 
pocriſy, and doing a thing only in hypocriſy; wil 
he always call on Ged ? vill be alavays delight himſelf in 

' the Almighty? No, he wilt not; but the true believer 
muſt bewail this ſin, when mixed, or flips into his 
beſt performances. ng 3797 
My frame, ſuch as it was, was become ſo dead, 
that I was ſometimes made to think, that J ſhould 
be made to give over this method, as al: {ould prove 
deluſive, or a beguiling of myſelf; ſor py predomi- 


- 
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nate, in its three ſtreams, were not yet cut, but got. 
Up upon me at every temptation; yet I continued at, 
duty; and ſometimes one word or ſentence of the, 
Lord's word, and ſometimes another, came into my 
mind, by night, or by day; but they were but paf- 
ſing, leaving no great or ſavoury remembrance z on- 
ly, that word came ſome way unto my mind, — & ye. 


follow on to know the Lerd. Wu continued until I was. 


obliged to ſeck for it in my Concordance, and found, 
it to be in Hol. vi. 3. Then ſball we know, if we fol. 


ao on to know the Lord: his going forth 1s prepared as 


the morning; and he ſhall come unto as the rain, as the 
laiter and former rain unto the earth. 
found to be ſo ſuitable to my ſituation, that I Was 
made to adnure it; only, thought l, if my heart, 
was once right, that I durſt apply them to my pre- 
ſent caſe . ſituation. | 
We reſolved upon a family faſt, "upon: particular. 
accounts I need not notice; only one with reſpect to 
my numerous family of children; thoſe come any 
length of years, though not ſo prone to the faſhions; 
of the age, ranting; &c. yet ſeemed more backward, 
to duty, attending erdinances, &c. than we could: 
have wiſhed or expected; ſo we condeſeended on; 
thurſday, May 22d, Old Style, 1785. One thing 
occurred (though, perhaps, it may be thought frivo- 
lous or ſuperfluous to notice) in the mornipg, I 
dreamed, I was going to her who was my preſent! 
wife, and the miniſter was come for that purpoſe, 
end had a great deal to do, ſhifting clothes tor the 
occaſion, namely, a ſhirt very white, which I put on 
Lawaked, and it ſtill recurred: | thought, had it ra- 
Ms been, or ſignificd, a marriage with 8lorjons 
Chriſt, | ſhould have been more engaged with it 2 
weber, it for ſometime remained. with nie. Be- 
[>< Þ roſe out of bed, 1 thought upon ſe vera! pore 
tons of ſcripture to fin upon, for to begin the exers 
elles of the YT as ſuitable to the matter in hand;s 


Theſe words I, 
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and thought on that in Zechariah xii. Every family 
a-part, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon, &c. came ot- 
ten into my mind, yet I could take footing upon no- 
thing. 1 aroſe, and took my Bible, (which was that 
_ which Captain: John Paton gave to his wife off the 
ſcaffold, which i had lately got in a compliment from 
my wife's mother, my witc's father having got it 
from the ſaid Captain's ſon's daughter's huſband af- iſ 
ter her death,) and went out to my little orchard, or 
garden of plants, as oft-times I did in my fecret re- 
tirements: I looked over many places of ſcripture oft 
the Pſalms, in order to begin with ſinging, as was ff 
my uſual now, but could find nothing ſuitable to lf ( 

e 
fi 


my apprehenſion, which made me almoſt at a ſtand. 
what to do. At laft I caſt mine eyes upon Pſalm: 
XXXVIli. 17. to the end, which 1 ſang, and then} y, 
| ſpread it before the Lord, and prayed over each verſe, ſer 
as ſuitable to my caſe, when upon theſe words, — Tor Im 
I am near to halt; my grief is fill before mine eyes.— & 
I found-nothing could be more ſuitable. to my halt« ISt 
ing caſe, and when upon the words, For I'll declare fWyo 
ny fit, and grieve for mine iniquities,—I was led out to 
name a catalogue of my ſins, ſo far as I remembered 
them before the Lord, crying that they might be laid 
upon the head of the great Scape. goat, or atoning ſa- 
crifice, and be led out 30 theſe words, or the like; if i 
I could be rightly humbled for them, he is ready to 
forgive. —Theſe words came at that inſtant to my 
mind, and as ſoon to my tongue, —All things are rea- 
ah, come to the marriage. — This I could not but repeat. 
many times over, before I could ſtay myſelf, and de- 
clare I deſired to be made willing to the bargainz 
and, as formerly in the place, I took all things-Wite 
neſs, that I defired to give myſelf, and all mine, and 
and what ſilly ſervice I could do, to be for him, and 
for his ſervice, as far as he would condeſcend 40 
make me know my duty, and enable me by his grad 
t perform. IT . my Bible, 1 found it the marriagh 


che 
Wy 


- 


= 
of the King's ſon, Matth. xxii. 4. and my dream 


ſuddenly recurred; and what to make of it | knew 
not; but it for the preſent gave me ſome ſatisſac- 
tion. After this | went in, and calling the family, 
hinted the ends reſpecting the children, with a few 
words of advice; then ſang Pfal. xxxii. from the be- 
ginning to the middle of the 5th verſe, and read Jer. 
ni. in which many things are moſt applicable to the 


r day's exerciſe, both to our own caſe, and to the world 
around us; after exerciſe, I retired to my former re- 
of | tirement, and after, and, in the intervals of ſecret 
as prayer, or ſinging, I read over ſome ſermons of Mr. 
to I Gray's on Humility, on 2 Cor. xii. 7. Left 1 ſpould be 
ad ſl exalted above meaſure, & c. caſting up, I ran over it, and 
mw: found that he gave theſe fix evidences, to know if e- 
en ver, or whether one had met with communion 1 
ſe, enjoyment with Chriſt, viz. 1. If ever your enjoy- 
For ment increaſed your thought and opinion of Chriſt, 
— Ic. 2. Strengthens your delight in duty, &c. 3. 
alt= Strengthens hatred again(t fin, &c. 4. Strengthens 
are your decay from idols, &c. 5. Brings you low and 

t to bumble, &c. 6. Did your love to Chriſt increaſe, 
red [& c. To which heads a 7. Conſtraining to long for 
laid the endleſs and unchangeable enjoyment of Chriſt. 


fa. Iheſe marks made me begin to doubt all | have men- 
e; if ione(l, as | was afraid I could not come up to any of 
y to them, particularly the four laſt; thought I, my idols 
Fre yet ſtrong and lively; I am never yet truly hum- 
Pled for fin; my love to Chriſt is little, alas! too 
Iiele; and though I could heartily wiſh to have an 
Paiaterrupted enjoyment of him, yet I cannot get 
nz Pear off in this, tilt | be confirmed of ſome or all of 
s Wie foreſaid evidences. Þ was ſomewltat caſt down, 
„ anaſznd moved ſlowly in duty, till caſting my eyes upon 
at ſermon of his on Prayer, from t Tbeſſ. v. 17. 
. going over ten excellent commendations of 
mayer, he mentioned ſome of thoſe things | have 
dy noticed; and, in the 3d, holds out, that the” 


Prayer. 


God, Chrift, and Godlinefs ! ! 


— LW 3 
we get not Chriſt at the firſt, yet we ſhall get "him 
at length, if we hold on in the noble exerciſe bf 


This encouraged me a little in the way of 
duty: about three ofclock | called the family again; 
and fang ſome verſes more of the 324 pfalm, and 


read Zech. xii. xiii. and prayed, wherein | was ſome 


what refreſhed in the 7th verſe of the 13th chapter; 
Smite the $hepher d, and the ſheep ſhall be ſcattered : and 
1 will turn mine hand upon the littie ones. O! that this 


may prove the caſe with my poor young ones in the 


the family. 
Tow myſelf no liberty in eating or drinking any thing 


After a little refreſhment then, as I a!- 


now in ſuch folemn exerciſes, except in travel, or in- 
firmity, till that time, i. e. after dinner time. Aſter 
which I read over the forefaid ſermons to them, and 
then retired.— On the evening 1 did ſing Pfal. xviii, 
21. my ordinary, and read Matth. v. for a concluſion, 
and prayer concluded the exerciſes in the family.— 
I have been the more particular in noticing thoſe 
things done on this day, as it was the firſt day [to my 
ſhame be it ſaid!) kept in a family way as # day of 


faſting and humiliation, it being alſo, | ſuppoſe, Ar. 


Yrmes Reid's communion faſt in Galloway, which | 
Pad alfo an eye unto, though at ſuch a valt diſtance, 
and no other way except in general connected; and 


I am afraid, that, even in that reſpect, few out of that 
congregation obſerved ſo much: alas! unto ſuch a low 


} 


pals are things now brought, and fo little concern 


are there on people's ſpirits about the matters of re- 


ligion, men's hearts being almoſt become enden by 


b 


And however unworthy I had been, both as a 
church member, and as a member of ſociety, yet l 
was vexcd, and (till the more in a purſuit of the du- 
ties of religion, when 1 ſaw the partiality both in thi 
admiſſion of intrants into ſocieties and church privi- 
leges; particularly lax difcip!ine, which I had on f 
veral occaſions witneſſed againſt; and what grieves 


* 
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| 
me more, was, that the party with which Þ was con- 
nected, bad not c ly practically given up with ſome 

things that they once accounted points of teſtimony, | 
which our anceſtors, ſince the Revolution, contended * 

ſor ; but even ſome went ſo far as to ridicule-and con- | 
tradict ſome of the points of dectrine contrained in | 
our Confeſſion and Catechiſms, although ſclemnlx 
engaged thereunto, either on receiving church privi-+ 

18 jeges, or by oſſice, or both; this grieved me more, 


Jas I found the Lord had not only countenanced thoſe 
be men who compiled theſe ſtandards, but even all our 
\ ; | . | . 3 

- wactyrs bad particularly adhered-unto them, in their 


8 I dying teſtimonies, and ſealing their approbation of ell 
the truths therein contained with their blood. —I ne- 


<T Wl ver. was ſo tenacious, as to contend for every word or 
nl YN clauſe in grammatical expreſhon ; but. then | coor In- 
. tended to adhere unto the principal doctrines contain- 
on, ed therein, as to their ſcope and deſign; and thereſore 
2 could. not but be offended, when 1 ſaw or heard any 
oſe 


advance or defend points oppoſite. or unreconcileable 

my thereunto, or yet to ſpeak diminutively cf them, and 

of more when by profeſſed wi:neſs-bearers, who owned 

Hr. their adherence to theſe and our covenants, (which 

II they alſo could not be perſuaded to-a renovation of,) 

ace, Ias a diſtinguiſhing: part of their teflimany, from the 

and I preſent generation. Another thing which gave me 

that great uneaſineſs, was, when I ſaw the light bebaviour 

low of a great number of our community, wherein little 

cern elſe but the name was to be found; (which they ſeem - 5 

fre- Ned to glory in, ) from the heedleſs and unthinking ge- 

to neration around us; and yet theſe men were, in many 

Jol theſe practices, ſuch. conduct and converſation, o- 

rerlooked: by miniſters and leading men; yea, mini- 

ers and leading men were generally become more 

Might, faſhionable, and conſorm unto the faſhions, 

heiactices, and converſation of thoſe. we were conver- 

Mint with; which, alas! evidenced too much that like 
thoſe mentioned by hid, where it is aid, 


ievedſ 


baptized heathen,) and learned of thtm their works 
AlN which, through Divine grace and pity, I deſite 


mily faſt, made often to repeat theſe words, All things © 


to evaniſh, through my own m.f.nanagement, and to 
eo away as the morning civud, or eatly dew; fo that, 


_ lightneſs in converſation, yet, I fill became worſt; 


L awaked in the Sabbath morning, | was ſo attacked 'F:! 


ter 
Mues of life, Prov. iv. 23. But it was not in my power, 


belp anc firength, to ſtrive againſt them, yet I was de- 


vate, ſinging. and reading ſome portion of the word 


L 357 T＋ 
hut were widgled among the 2 1 mean che 
to mourn over, with many other things that oa: 


come afterwards to be noticed. 4 
But, to return to my own caſe, I was, they the ſa - 


_ £ 


ere ready, come to the marriage,—-But the ſavoury: 
influence they had on my heart, began, in a few daze,' 


by Saturday, | became more dead in duty. And be- 
108 through my wife's perſuaſion, to go to ber mo- 
tber's, where her brother's clothes, and ſome other 
things, were to be expoſed zo ſale, by way of roup or 
auction, I wen!, and though I gave way to no great 


OY 


(hay 


and, at night, giving way to my predominate corrup - 
tions, by carnality in thoughts and otherwife. When 


with: wandering thoughts about worldly things; my 
heart, with the ſool's eyes, going through the ends of 
the eatth, ſo that I could fix upon no ſcripture as mat- 
meditation, upon any thing ſpiritual or religi- 
ous: howeyer, at laſt, that text came into my mind, 
Keep thy heart with all ailigence, for out of it are the 


to keep my heart for a few minutes, I may ſay a mi- 
nute; and, although I beſought the Lord to fend me 


nied this, and that juſtly. - I roſe, eflayed duty in pri, 


in private, praying over and over in ſecret, and then 
in the family; yet ti]! continued fo. I remembered 
I had ſome ſermons of Mr. Gray's on the text; I. got 
them; but, not having time, I went to the meeting, 
where fill cargal :houghts crouded upon me the whole 
time, and on my Eun 22 2 that neither reads 


F 
ing- nor finging, as ulual i in ſuch caſes, could divert 
me from them. After my tetu n, I got the ſermons, 
and found five conſiderations erpte fed anent keeping 
the heart, viz. 1. That, after mayifeſtations or enjoy» 
ments of God, .the heart is moit prone to fall aſlzep, 
joy commit iniquity, which is proved from Song. 

iti. Marth. xvii. 17. and Jobn' « worſhipping 1 
15 Kc. 2 bat a tiroke given by the enemy is a2 
very fore Rroke, and has baM-d many, and made them 
fag, bo can ſi and before the children of Anak, | ſhalt 
one day fall before mine enemies. 3. That if ternptar 
tions are embraced, then they are hard to ſhake off. 

4. That thoſe are Hard to be repented of. And, laſtly, 
They are very diſpleaſing to Chriſt, and dangerougs 
&c. Whether l could call the former a manifeſtation 
or no, I was now made to doubt; but, if it was, then. 
| might, I thought, to my ſad experience, ſeal the ” 
Iuuch of theſe confderations. I began to be diſcoua 
Praged, and thought that L was not ready to die, and, 
Pſhould I live any time, this would be a warfare and a 
aruęgle I ſtould never endure, or get the maſtery ofs -_ 
e Þt which | was very much dejectcd, perplexed, caſt 
- down, and grieved, ſo that T —_ ſcarce do any thing 
In way of duty; yea, I was afcaid to go to my ordinary 
lace for that purpoſe,3n the evening, or at night, yet 
zdventured and wen'y where I began to be ſomewhat 
ſed, from, I think, the 23d Palm, My foul be ball 
: are again, &c. ver. 3. and, in the laſt verſe, Good 
mi” / and mercy a my life: ; ond , in reading Rev. Ve... 
me pnricularly concerning the opening of the ſealed book, 
de-Þ,hich I could not bu: apply to my ſealed hard hearty 
pri nich I was made to plead over and over in prayer. 
FOI" fefote the Lord, that the Lion of the tribe of Fudan 
well ould - undertake this diſicult work, ſor none other 
2 f ald or could do it; and not without ſome ground 
- Sopexpect I mould meet with a favourable return in his. 
tinge vn 8 time, though much diſcouraged, yet Was a 
ww 0 e religved. On * el L had te- 
| + 
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fire to hear the laſt or dying words of people, whether 
whether viva vece, or recorded in writ of print; but any 


in the generation, became rare amongſt ſuch; yet I fill 


had for ſome time death's ſound in my ears; one thin} 
4 might-alfo obſerve, that, in the morning, though my 


| known difficulties and dangers. - 


„ 
ro to Glaſgow, where there was to be an execution; 
had ſometimes attended them, baving ſtill a great de- 


— 


vn a death bed or ſcaffold, as they bad mull impte ſſion; 


thing of that kind now, amongſt other evils and deadueſs 


Job ked for ſomething there, that would leave fome im- 
prtffion upcn my mind, for improvement; but here | 


can obferve little more than the falling of the ſcaffold, 
{when the perſon launched into eternity,) it being 
now made after the Engliſh form, which I thought 


tirhe was ſhort, yet my ordinary, in ſecrer, fell upon 


theſe words in the 27th Platm,—For he in his pavilion 


Pall me hide, &c. And ndu, even at this preſent time, © 


mine head ball lifted be. — This yielded fome fatisfac- In 


tion and comfort to me, in the proſpect of the great fo. 
multitude that I knew would be there; and, amongſiſ tel 
Iuch a great number of people, the danger that ſome· Inc 
times was to be met with; all which I found made ou 
to me ete night, for which I defired to be thankfu 
unto the Lord, although T may ſay that this was thc 
firſt thing of this kind, I either obſerved, or had the 
comfort of at ſuch an occaſion, although the Lord, who» 
is ever merciful, preſerved me, a poor heedleſs an 
unthinking creature, through many unſeen and unf 


Amongſt the many that came to viſit me, ſome b. 
them from a good diſtance, upon the morrow, whiln el 
we were at family worſhip, in the morning, an old ppl 
ous exerciſed Chriſtian, came from beyond Dumfrieſhye x 


one David Halladay, to whom I had once wrote, F; a 


the importunate defire of the ird of Auchencloice, 
the faid David being acquaint wich them, and cehirah 
them to intimate ſo much to me, that he wanted 
correſpond with me by word oc wiit; however, 
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letter mifcarcied, ag the grand laird'died,. fo that be 
took @ reſotution to come from: Galloway "crament; 
ſme ſixty miles to ſee me; we had a moſt friendly. 
converſation. he had been exercifed from his youth; 
þ was but a ſtripling (if fo much) in this kind of war- 
fare; however, we were both in ſome meaſure. teſteſh- . 
ed and comforted in our contendings,. both as 10 our. © 
inward and outward man inthe world around us, our 
mind and caſes being fimilar : he prayed in the family: 
q. beſore he went off: 1 convoyed. bim, (and the laird of 
Aucbencloichs brother who attended bim) with a horſe 
hne diflance of way. He ſpoke of praying before we 
aß parted; but, being in the open fields, and people go 
my ing, and Ihaving to attend our week; day's meeting, it 
doll was thought not ſo expedient; however, each of us 
lion engaged one another not to be forgetſul oi each other's 
me, eaſes, though at ſo great a diflance, and we, if ſpated, 
fac-Imigbt bave a correſpondence by lettets; ſo, wilhing 
rail br a joyful meeting at Chrilt's right hand, on the - 
ngfifiicfurrection day, as probably we ſhould never in theft 
Jie» 8 bodies bevold one another on earth. again, WS. 
parte 


2 TL © YL So - ww. 4. : 4 


e ou 

uklull Being now to enter upon the 2gth Prim, in my ſe- 
gs thQÞret ſinging, 1 thought I could not nave much anſwer»: 
d thEþdle to my caſe here, as it. wes molly upon God's 


Power over the works of nature or-creation in we 
arth, or elementary world; but the Lord, who is e- 
er gracious, and ready to prevent poor. Bike ſs, 1 iguo- 
Fant, ſinning creatures, foon diſcovered to me my fal- 
dme ol} here, as he had done in many other chings; for, . 
whilſhn the Saturday morning, going to my little orchard - © 
old pi plan's, where I had ſome {ummer-tzars prepared for- 
m{riet 'y private retirement, I came to fing.the laſCverts: of 
rote, ; after which, | endeavaured as he wou enable 
cloice, to pray over the words lying open in 7 tow), 
deſuqbecein mentioning, Vis dividing the Flames of fre, 
inted his ſitting on the flards,—-and making the fob 
et, re, &c. 1. was led out to ſupplicate bil ee e 
2 3 | 


— 
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ruled both in the moral world, and «one? men 
and in the elements, and fealape, and had e | 
years, paſt till mercifully interpofed in the time of our 
i; that he would divide theſe flames of Juſt, 

and Make this fertile ſoil of Eorruptions, wandering 
.houghts, and carnal mingedneſs. bare, but particu- 
arly on the Jaft verſe, hy er Ball 1 his people 
Frength, and with peace Ws them all. I was made 
o ery out, that ke would give me ay happy outgate, 
and bleſs me with the pardon cf all fins, peace of 
confeience, increaſe of grace, and perſeverance unto 
the end of my journey; thzt he would give me ſtrength 
of memory to recollect all my many numerous fins Ml. 
that was offending to him, that I might lay them out 
before him, (thus 1 intended to write down a liſt oi 
them about this time, in order to lament over them,} Ml 
and that I might have them all remembered, and un- 
remembered, laid over upon the bead of the Scape- | 
goat, the Lamb V Cod, who taketh away the fins of an ſl | 
 ele& world, to be carried to the wilderneſs of the Fa- 
thei's forgetfulneſs, who was an able Saviour, aud 
powerful to bear them; and I defired to believe and 
hope he was alſo now willing to do it, with other pa- 
| 
t 
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thetic expreſſions 1 cannot well remember, at which 
ſoch a degree, that I burft out into 
Tak one word far. ſome time; 
elf, J was obligeduſt | to con- 


my heart roſe 464 
tears, and could nt 
at laſt, tecollectin 95 


clade with a tew Words to his commendation, in ſing- \ 
s the firſt eight linegoftbe-3oth Pſalm,where Lletio# ! 
| A "Lords uin thee ez 200, for thou 1 
4.2 8 H. 4 bftcd meth high, . ; 2 ſ 

F * d cover me to rejoice TY. = 8 
at not mine enemy. Wi 

0 thou, who art the wel be! ge; „ u 

in difereſs. ta h Ft 

7 | 7 Tries lifted © _ my voice, * x 

; od {hou baft healed me. 1 f 


| Bu: re: a 00 the Lord's 20 there wall 2 


þ * 

; B (:rmort at Crookedbolm, 4 went thither, thinking it 7 
2 could megt with any thing in hep pablic ordinances 
c ſultable unto my caſe and conditio, iu the morning, 
„end waen going there, I thought my frame was ſome- 
Z what compoſed; one thing 4 obſerved, when going 
jo there, I never could obſerve before, that ftiit the 
„ MW thoughts of God and of Chriſt recurted in my mind, 
le the one under the notion of a Father, and the other: 
e, of an Elder Urather, which warmed my heart fome- 
of what ſi milar, (but far fuperior) to one when thinking 
to on a loving father or brother, whom they loved; I de- 
th MW fired that this might continue, I would be happy init, 


ns it were good, thought I, to be here: But, alas! I foon 
ut W found my heart deadened, — I Waited io bear whit 
of would aniwer me; the lecture was in Hed. x. which. 
np, ben read and explained, Lrbought were juſt point- 
m. ing out my yeſterday evening's cxerciſes. The tex. 
de- beg principally thete words, To whom {bait we go; 
an MW thou ha the words of eternal life. HH oft 
Fa- doctrine were (bree: 1 Some of the cpp Rions in 
ud coming to Chriſt were pointed out, ſuch av originz 
and MW £0:14p:ion, a wicked h:arty Satan's temptaticne, tn 
pa- world, the luſts of ihe fleſh, carnality, worldly, mind- 
ich MY edneſs, &c. all which 1 could declare by exneftence. 
into He then, for a ſecoßd head, laid out ſome conſittera- 


me; tions that moved believers to go to Chriſt, ſach as 
on- Jaw- work, the all- ſuſficituty and beauty of Chiiſt, 
ing: with many other excellencies I cannot now mention, 
toll. 1 deſited, in much weakneſs, to «if nt unto; gilt 


thought I had never thoroughly come through this 
ſtrait gate, by a due meaſure of pen:'ential forrowdbr 
fin, which inade me a little fuſpicious of myſelf. Fet, 
in his 3d, or laſt head, on the words of eternal Me, 
when thewing it was a convincing. word, a convert 
mg word, a powerful word, &c. I was'db'iged ro ac- 
knowledge, in my own mind, thut it was a word, at 
leaſt his own word. that 1 never bad experience of 
an) like it, though taey were new to me in this mane 
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ing! the man who wanted the wedding-garment, had 


— 
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5 ſaint, and came ſhort in ſeveral things; ſuch as; anent 


guiſhed, or rather accounted a. matter of ſuffering, 
not ſianing, contrary to the ſcope of theſe renovations 
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ger, and might ſoon be, by my mikondudh, ture, 
otherwiſe. a 

I had always a 4 all- ulty of participating of the . 
erament of the Lord's 9 5 and it was but ſeldom 
L adventured upon it: my principal reafons were theſe! 
two following, and of conſequence. 5 = | 
I. I judged, and, alas! and not without too good. 
grounds, that l Was not worthy, and that text concaen- 


| 

me weight with me: I wanted ſarcaole quaizhca-. WM | 
tions, and, to my ſhame, I uſ-d-too little nieans for Ml 1 
that purpoſe, | could fix upon no certain meditation, il ; 
por ſelf examination for it; and though I went for- 
vard at a ſeldom time, in obedience to the calland in- 
vitation; as from the Maſter of the feaſt ;. yet, in ſuch Ne 
a fituation, I could reap little or. no advantage there-  p 
by. And, 3 Sf d 
Ad reaſon; was in point of terms of communion, ſt! 
2 paper ſtill read on the Saturday, at ſuch occz= h 
ſions, agreed on by the preſbytery, adhering to Au- “ 
chenſaugh renovation of the covenants, 1712, and that Ha 
at Crawfordjohn, 1724, with the ſeveral D-clarations: IW al 

'S before and Gnce the ee, Iafor matory Vindi- Wor 
cation, their own Judicial Act and Peſtimcny ; which MW w 
AQ and Teſtimony, reduplicating upon theſe, beho- i nc 


ved to be agreeable theræunto; but, contrary, it was 


zublics, law: proceſſes, c. which were condemned in 
Were, in the Veltimony,. either darkly diſtin— 


an1 declarations, referred and adhered unto, in ſaid 
Teſtimony ;, fo that people practically and avowedly: 
guilty of theſe things, went for ward, and were indif+ 
criminately admitted, which ſure was an me 
and contradictory way of doing and ftumbling to 

ſome, and offenſive to others: ſo that ſome could not 
join, wiſping to hare the matter ſet in a. more cleat 


T SH 


were now flanding, ſeeing that thoſe that were ſtrict, 
conplained* of lax practices, and a toleration therein; 
thoſe that were lax (which were the major part) com- 


ther, loſed on both ſides by thele kind of diſtinctions or 
evaſions. 7 Ry wing 1 


behaviour; fo that a ſericus, tender-hearted Chriſtia l. 
behoved to be vexed, gtie ved, and effended to fee ſuck 


Which, alat! now abounded, ſome wete but lightly 


h cenfuted, and others overlooked, and many things 
- pat by in a private way, or fear of ging the offen- 


ders offence, Wheteas the offence rather came from 
„ their own quarter, ànd complamers were eicher not 
a- heard, or got little redreſs, the little lezven gradualt 
ve ¶ laven ing the whole lump, whereby the wonted life 
12d and power of godlinefs, even in the outward<ſace of 


ns: affairs, both in the more ordinary, and more fotemb 


di-Jordinances, began to wear off amony ſt diflentere, as 


ich well as in the eſtabliſhed church, and dwindled away; 


nothing to be feen of the Lord's remarkable preſence 
at theſe ſolenin otcafions, as en 147g had been ſeen, 


cit, and experienced, which, alas! Is matter of la- 
| in mentation, and mouroful complaint before the Lord. 
in- The time of the Stcrament, which was to be at 
Nngyp 


Crookedholm this Joſey 1785, July ill, approaching, 
began to think of ſetting a-part ſome time for per- 
lonal faſting and confeſſion on that account, and te 
edi obtain light and direCtion in the matter; the time 1 
„dil: Npitcbed on was Tueſday, June 10th, the week before 


note he preparation Sabbath; thinking where I ſhould fix 
g to ubon, the night beſoce, | came to be reſolved on 1 John 
| nov” , 10. verſcs. J we confeſs our fins, he is faithful 
cleat d 7ſt to forgive cur ſins, and to cleanſe us from ati 


ght, that people might ſee on what footing they 


plained of firict principles, —lo the cauſe, or party ra- 


The conſequence wat, that this liberty given, (at 
leatt taken, degat lipht, looſe, and lax practices and | 


admitted, and caref{-d, particularly men of circum- 
ſtances iu the world; and ſometimes in enormities, 
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ed over the words, and the beginning of Ezekiel xvi, 
concerning the new-born infant caſt out in its natu- 


ao my ordinary place, the 16, 17, 18 verſes of the 34h 
Film, which 1 took not to be unſuitable. 1 then 
_ prayed, after I read the firſt nine verfes of Ezek. xvi. 
already mentioned, then prayed again, for belp to ſee 


practice: then, being called in to family worſhip: al. 
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ſeſſed and lamented over; after which | cried for mer: 


| goat, the blefſ:d Mediator: I continued a co: fiderabl 
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awe make him a liar, and his word is not in us. On 
the morning, beſore I aroſe, I got my Bible, and look- 


ral pollution; I rofe, and went out to my garden, and 
began, with much deadneſs and drawing back, to ſing 


my none · ſuch - like deplorable condition by nature aud 
ter which 1 (09% paher, pen, and ink, and noted down 
ſome of the moſt heinous of my fins I could remem: 
ber, beginning with my original pollution, and breach 

ff all God's commands; and then proceeded to write 


or note them _ down in order of the rene having 


claſſed thefe, 1 1 over the fins forbidden, and 
duties commanded or required in the ten command- 


ments, as they ſtand in the Larger Catechiſm, then 


took my. Bible, and the paper, and went out to a more 
retired place, proceeding very heavily, I began with 
reading Exod xix. prayed, as I could, for ſtrength, me- 


mory, light, and preparation, for this work, which 


 defired'to be earneſt in; I did fing Pſal. xxxii. 5, 6. / 
thereupon have unto thee my fin acknnwledged, &c. and 
ſome verſes of the beginning of Eph. v. having conl- 
dered the fins in the paper a little before; [ proceeded 
to prayer, and read it all over, ſpread it before thi 
Lord, prayed over it, beginning with my origin 
pollution, and proceeding through the different. pe: 
tiods of my life, to the preſent time, reſerving no 
thing ; nay, the thing I took moſt pleaſure in, I con 


Cy, that they might be laid upon the head of the Scapg 


dme; but, not meeting with what beart-melting] 
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would have been at, I determined to end and try it a- 
gain; but ere | came to a concluſion, that word came 
unto me, — ball bruiſe the ſerpent's head, Gen. iii. 

15. The words, I found, were, — It ball bruiſe thy 
cad, and theu ſbalt bruiſe his heel: together with that 

word, — He hath ſpoiled principalities and powers, and 


0 nade a ſbæu of them openly, which I found afterwards 
. o be in Col. ii. 15. Theſe I repeated many times o- 
eng er with great importunity, praying, that this great Wu 
dy and blefled Day's«man, the ſeed of the women, might 


Auiſe the ſerpent's head, and ſpoil the principalities 
nd powers of all my luſts and corruptions, till the 
ars guſhed from mine eyer, and my heart roſe for a 
{tle time to ſuch a degree, that I cried I would be 
illing to go from the place to the higher regions, ne- 
er to tutn back to tbe world any more, to fight with 
body of fin and death, the world, &c. This conti- 
ped not long. I concluded with ſinging the laſt ſix - 
en lines of the Goth Pſalm. ca RR 


wr Burnt-ſacrifices of fat rams, 

? = With incenſe I will bring: 

A Of bullecks and of goats 1 will 

_— Preſent an Her in, 5 : 3 i 

ry All that fear Ced, come here, Pll tell 
61 | What he did for my foul: 

p { 1th my mouth unto him cry'd, 

a h rengue did him extol. 

ee ded If in my heart 1 fin regard, 

2 The Lord me will net bear. 

ig! But ſurely Cod me heard, and to - 

90 be My pray'rs vtice gave ear. 

gn 0 lt the Lord, cur gracicus Cod, 


For ever bleed be, Is 
Who turned not my pray'r from him, 
Nor yet his grace from mem. a 
then prayed a litile, defiring the Lord would ena- 
and clear up my way, in entering upon an explicit 


mal tranſacting or taking hold of his covenant; 
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and, amongſt otber things, uſed this ſemblance, that, 
as when I began this exerciſe of conſefling, the day 
was dark, lowering, hazy, not a glimpſe of the ſun to 


and the ſun ſhining on, me moſt brightly. with great 


{ 

he ſeen; now, of a ſudden, all the horizon. was cleared, if « 
4 

8 
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ol ſcripture, and Mr. Guthrie's form ot perſonal-cove« 


after which, in the afſ:ernoon, I prayed a few, wordy 


heat, that fo it might prove as to the light, heat, and 


influence of the glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs. J con · « 
cluded the whole with ſinging the laſt verſe of the 84th « 


0 theu that art the Lord of Hoſts, of T: 
That mans truly bleſt, REES © 


Who, by aſſured confidence, 5 | „. 
1 thee alone doth reſt. Ps . 
I returned home to the yard, reading ſome portion. 


nanting; I then did fing Pfal. xx, 11, 12, 13, 14. ver. 
ſes, read Jer. xxxi. and prayed over them, for Divine 
 inflyence, light, and direction in this weighty mattet 
] then wrote down a form of words, and read. it over; 


for to be enabled therein, and that I might be key 
therein, being to engage to nothing, but, what b wil 
already engaged unto, and that I did not engage it 
my own ſtrength : then, I repeated. or read. over th 
words, by way of prayer, before the Lord, and ſubſcr 
bed it with my band; the tenor of it, imple and ins 
perſect as it is, follows: RE Op 
% Qeverliving and eternal, J=hovah, I deſire tos: 

© knowledg? before thee, this day, that I am a pot 
« Joſt, and undope creature; for, though, man m 
« at firſt planted a noble vine, yet, by. his;apoſta 
« from thee, he ſoon became the plant of a degeneral 
cc and firange vine unto thee; in virtue. of which, 
. muſt confeſs myſelf to be wholly. corrupted, 
tc laid under the curſe.in the firſt Adam, through 
4 hreach of the. covenant of works; and, I have. fic 
«c thar ſource added innumerable multitudes. of tra 


— 


1 
3 
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ber, T have defired to acknowledge before thee this 
Adar, begging ſorgiveneſs for them. - But here I de- 
( ſite alſo to acknowledge, and be convinced, that it is 
« above my power to convert myſelt, and that l am 
« utterly unable to help myſelf any manner of way out 
« of this woful gulf of fin and miſery; and, though I 
% have come under many obl'gations to be for thee, 
« yet, alas! I have for io long a time lived, as it gere, 5 
« ſenſeleſs and ignorant of ther, and of thefe obliga- 
tions. But, in ſo much as thou haſt been pleafed, in 
« ſovereign mercy, to make known unto me, that 
« plforious plan of redemption, laid out to ſinners, in 
„that covenant tranſaction, between thee and thine 
ou eternal Son, in the place and room of elett ſinnere, 
* upon his fuſblling all righteouſneſs in their fteac, 
« ſatisfying Divine juſtice for them, and has made 
© over that as a covenant of reconciliation upon their 
being enabled to believe in him; 1 deſire earneſtly, 
in thy ſtrength, and by thy grace, to be here ena- 
A bled to take hold of that covenant, and righteouſ-_ 
neſs, for life and ſalvation, and to believe in the 
name of Chriſt, crucified on Mount Calvary, with- 
out the gates of Jeruſalem, the living Head there= 
of; and to be well pleaſed with the whole plan 
and device of falvation, offered unto loſt finners, 
in and through him; and to rely upon him for the, 
pardon of all my fas; for ſpiritual ſtrength and. 
ſupport under every difficuly, he may, in his Di- 
vine ſovereignty, ſee meet to tryſt me with, thro? 
the whole courſe of my life, and in death at laſt. 
And now, O my God, I defire to accept of this Sa- 
viour, as my Saviour, into my heart, in all his of- 
ices, as a Prophet to teach and inſtruct me; as a 
Prieſt to ſatisfy, atone, and intercede for me; and 
% a King to ſubdue and cruciſy all my luſts 
and ſpiritual enemies: and freely and ſully to ac- 
cept of thee, O heavenly Father! as my covenant- 
ed Gock and Father; 1 Son! as my Elder 
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e Brother, ene and powerful Kivſman-Re- 
«© deemer, and j::fh.jent Saviour; and iber, O Holy 
1 Spirit! one God, bleſſed for ever, for my alone 
« Sanctifier and Comforter; r-nouncing all other Jos 
4 vers, luſts, and idols, confidence in the fleſh, in 
„ doing or ſuffering, with all my heart's deſire: and 
< delites to he only and whoily thine for ever, and 
«an eternal debtor to free gracc-and ſovereign mer- 
4. cy z deftiing to be divorced from the devi], the 
40 world, and the fleſh, and from the works of the 
ct fleſh: yea, every thing that is hateſul and offending 
i to thee a holy God; and to be whully guided and 
« directed by thee, in all things, by thy word and 
« Spirit; diſclaiming all mine own wiſdom, righte- 
60 ouſneſs, and power, as filthy rags; reſolving to 
« live in the practice of no known fin, no, not my 
c predominate luſis or idols; nor omit any known 
©. duty habitually; proteſting, that, through thy grace, 
4 [ defire to be willing to have them diſcovered, and, 1 
« when diſcovered, to part with theſe ſins, even that ( 
45 I now know not, and even my faults and failings, WM x 
« in this tranſaction, I allow not, and ſo expects ac- 
A 1 Ceptance of thee, in and through the Beloved, pur-W., 
« ging away theſe, with all my other fins, in his pre · ; 
4% cious blood, the blood of the covenant. Now, 25 
© I defice to receive, reſt, and rely upon Jeſus Chrif, 


cc by faith, and hereby to give away myſelf, my wife 5 
* uk children, and relations, all over to thee in him , 
< and thereſore the care of whatſoever concerns me; W 
ec of them, in ſoul or body, ſhall be on thee, my Lord to 
4e Head, and Huſband, expecting that thou wilt vil, 
«BN Surety and forth-coming for me, and them, in ef an 
4% very thing; that4o failings on my part, which Ie d. 
« ſolve againſt, (as thou knoweſt,) as thou Jhalt be 


6 nable me, ſhall not make wo or null this tranſac 
60 tion. 

« And, O Lord, as thou art mereiſul, and a ci 
© venant keeping God, though I am a covenall 


At 51 4 
« breaking creature, pardon. whatſoever is bovis here 


«ed in heaven, O Bd: And let heaven and earth, 
« theſe plants and trees, that are growing around me, 
4 bear witneſs, that I bave this 10th day of June, in 
* the 1785 year of God, deſired thus to avouch thee, 


« exhibited in the tenor of the covenant; and ge- 
4 ſpel offerz and to take thee on thy own terme, fer 
« better and for worſe, and io ſet to my feal that God 
« js true, and the man, Emmanuel, à ſull and 
complete Saviour; and that Ebave- endes voured to 


« henceſorth and for ever. 
de Sabſccibed at LocuGoin, in the little 
Garden or Yard, June 10th, 1785 
„ 
Delore engaged prayer- wiſe over the above, (ex- 
cept ſome additional words in ttanferibing) in the 
ſhort prayer mentioned, L ran over thefe texts, which 


related, ſuch as, — he man will not reſt till be bas fi- 
Ri/bed the thing this day. am my Beloved's, and my 
Belived is mine, &c.—the Spirit and the Bride fay 
"come, and whoſoever is athirſt, let him come all things 
ere ready, come unto the marriage —it 
bead, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his beel.-— To which add, 7 


took for a prelude of what was to follow; an enter- 
ed into a covenant with thee, ſaith the Lord Gord, 
and thou becameſt mine, &c. After which, | concluded 


Plalm. - 
but as for me, Ithine own face 
In righteouſneſs will ſee ; 
And with thy likeneſs, when 1 wake, 
— St :sfied all be. 


E 2 


„ amiſs, ot in tnis day's exereſſe, and let it be record- 


« Father, Son, and Holy Gholt, to be m God, as 


« engage to be one "of thy covenanted people, from 
« JOHN HOWIE.” 


1'bad been comfofted and delighted with, lormerly 


ſhall bruiſe th y 


will betreth thee unto me for ever. — And that word. 
which ran in my mind for ſome days paſt, which 1 


the action with ſinging the laſt verſe of the '17th. 
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I thought now, I ſhould have more than erd'nary 
enlargement in duty, and freedom fiem ſia, vain and 
carnal thoughts, miſbelief, and worldlj-wmindednef:; 
but oh! and alas! I, Ike another mad fool, got a great 
diſappointment, which made me conclude that all was 
Weng, either I bad gone wrong in the matter, cr 
manner of the above day's exerciſe and tranſaction, of 
perfonal'engaging to be the Lord's. This made me 
fupplicate him, that he would give me light in the 
"matter, Upon copſiderirg and running over things 
in my own mind, I thought either 1 have been toy 
ſtudious to bave a formality in the thing, more than 
10 have been led by the direction wholly of the Lord“ 
word and Spirit; or than | have broke too ſoon off the 
duty, and not been ſo importunate with the Lord, 
neither be ſore nor after the ttanſection, as the nature 
and ſolemnity of the thing did require; or ele I have 
not been ſo free and explicit in the thing itſeif as! 
ſhould have been. As for the firſt, 1 could not. jul 
tify myſelf, but I was too intFnſe upon going through 
the work in form, although I had no by-end-as to the 
duty itſelf, bur thought it might be molt advantage- 
eus in proſecuting things before him, who is a Gut 
of order and not of confuſion. As to the fecond, I fav 
I was g:eaily deficient,- both before and after the 
tranſaction, and ſo could not juſtify myſelf, before 
the great Searcher. of hearts, and beholder of all the 
doings, and zctions of the children of men. For th 
tranſaction itſelf, I had indeed uſed the word, I de 
fire, if he would enable me to do ſo and fo: But thi 
thought preceeded from ſame ſenſe of my ſtrong cul 
ruption, and d. ſſidence in myſa3lf, fearing I ſhovld fal 
and Cuift be no mere peremptor beſote an all- ſeeing 
God, conſidering my own weakneſs, ever failing Þ 
my reſolutions before kim: However, I ſubj: ted ih 
tbipg to his will and determination, and whatever b 
ſhould be pleaſed to diſcovet to me in it, to be a 
way amiſs, I deſflred to mcurn cover it before his 
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end to have it tedißcd, as he Mol enable and fire 
ſight in the muter after warde. | 


On the Sabbath following, being the preparation 
gabbath, I was at home, and made it part of my exer- 
eile, to go through ſeverabcaſcs of conſcience“, as de- 
ſeribed by divines, if I could gather any thing from 
thence as to my preſent circumſtance; and; indeed, 1 
found many things very pat to my caſe, whereby - 
at times I was made to fear all was wrong, and other- 
times and caſes, F-was made to entertain ſome hape, 
that all ſhould*bs yet well, though Þwas in the dark 
yet, eſpecially den Lcame to that Caſe, what that 
kenſe of fin is which is an evidence of converfion, aud 
is therefore accompanied” with ſalvation. Pacſe L- 
found to be, r. A ſight of our guilty, naked, helpleſs,, 
and wretched condition, having no rignteoutiels of 
our on, no-faculties of ſoul but What are depraved,. 
and ſo are made wholly to flee to Chriſt for theſe. 

2. Ar hatred of ſin, and ſelf-abhorrence ſor it, not ſo i 
much on account of the feat of eternal puniſhment, as: | 
being oppoſite to the holy law, and infinitely fpotlefs 
nature of God, &c. 3. An earneſt de fire to be freed 
from ſin. 4. A being made willing to look to, and 
teſt upon Jeſus Chtiſt for all rigbteouſnefs and falva- 


tion . | ; 7 TRY 
All theſe, if my deceitful heart'deceibe me not. I 
thought IL could'heartily ſay amen to; only, as to the 
ſecond; I was ſtill much afraid, that 1 had never been 
truly. humbled” and grieved for ſin, on 8ccount - of 
its beinous nature, being. contrary. to the holy law 
and nature of Ged; yet it was my carneſt- defi re; e 
hould be ſo, and I made it my exvfciſe in duty be- 
fore God, that it ſhould be ſo; and, in the end, 
when-[ came tothe following conclufion, I was made 
io pray it over, with mach fetvenci, before the Lord, 
alenting to each article and word therein, I think, 
th the tear ia my eye, the words were as follow] . — 

8 — Cakes of Conſcience. | 
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Lord, ſays he, (which I turned to, I,) vz. the truly 


naked and guilty, weak, helf le., and polluted, that ! 
may be juſtißed, Cnfiified, and ſaved by thee: To 


| endeavoured, throvgh the ſtrength of a three-one 


ling luſts, and deareſt Delilahe, befet me on every fade, 


to my great diſ:dvantuge, and down-caſting, as | could 


ſees a terrible ſtorm approaching, and no place of ſafes 


For he that cometh unto me, I will in nowiſe caſt out, 


I came to the true marks or evidences of faith, ſuch 


T --$4 3 = 


odpviete d ſinner, whom have I in heaven but — 
and there is none in the earth I defire befides thee ; | 
would give up all to thee; I wculd encerſully part 
with all my own rizhteoufneſe, leave my darling luits; 
give up with my deareſt Delilah*, and com to (hee | 


hate l aſſented with my whole ſoul, at leait, 


God, to do fo; and yet, alas! how ſoon did my dat. 


not juſtify myſelf, in giving too much way to theſe, 
notwithſt anding of all my former reſolutions. 

Baut when [ came to what true and faving faith in 
Chriſt really is, I became ſomewhat puzzled and em- 
bataffed, for chough I could eſſent, that true faith was 
juſt a fleeing out cf one's ſelf, and all felf-confidence, 
into and under the fhadow and canopy of that law 
magnifying righteouſneſs of a Redeemer, and receiv- 
ing him into the heart, and relying on him for all cut 
falvation; like one, who being in the open fields, and 


Ty to be found, ſect, or hears of a ſafe and good ſhel- 
ter, but doubts if he ſhall get to it, or be admitted; 
et, in the.micſt of all bis fears, attempts it, and 
o from n:ceſlity, is, as it were, driven thereunto 
where, he comes at laft, and is gracioufly admitted; 


and ſo is for ever in ſafety from the condemning powel 
of a broken law and covenant of works. — Theugb 
could affent to this, and defired ſo to do; yet, whe 


as the perſon who attains it; 1. Sees himſelf vile. 2 
The goſpel precious. 3. Sin hateful. 4. Holineſs de, 
firable. 5. Chriſt to be honourable. And, 6. Thi 
God's children are amiable. When I came to e 


1 


mine tj ſelf upen each of theſe, I {cund it difficult to 
come to a'true ſenſe of my own vileneſe, and of the 
preciouſneſs of the dectrines of the goſpel, from a 
lelt power of theſe upon the bear; omy I could 
ſay, that now I waited upon the. word and dectrines 
of the goſpel, with application to my different caſes, 
which, in many caſes, [ could apply to myſolf as ſuit- 
able to my ceſe, both as a finner, and as ene endea- 
vouring to obtain mercy: For the batefulneſs of ſig, 
I] was llill aſraid it had never been ſo hateful, that's 
upon true evangclical motives as it oupht to have 
been, yet it was ſtill matter of exerciſe before the 
Lord that it ſhould be ſo; But then I found it an ar- 
dent talk to deſire true holineſt, upon ſolid grounds, 
ail by-ends, fellifh, and ſelf-righteous views excluded, 
in d io have a love to Chtiſt, and a high eſteem for 
m- bim, flowing from a deſire to ſerve and plorify him, 
from a ſenſe of his love, and view of his lovelineſs 


ice, Meconltraiging thereunto: alas! thought, I could once 
thaw {Wodventure to ſay, that J thought 1 loved God and 
ew, Chriſt, and that the very remembrance of their name 
| cut eccurred upon my heart in the character of a loving- 
and father and Elder Brother: but, ab! that continued 
ſale⸗Hiot long; it was but a very ſhort time, ſcarce a full 
ſnel-Nay to an end; now, that is gone, and I am afraid I 
tied Pall never meet with the like again in this world, 


hough 1 cannot put an eſtimation on what I would 
ive for ſuch a day again. For love to the children 
God, I thought | had ſuch a love to them, that if 
knew them, I could wipe their feet with the hair 

| my bead, nay, do all in my power for them in e 
ry teſpect; wiſhing that T were in this bappy num- 
T; for we know that we are paſſed from death to life, 
cauſe we love the brethren, 1 John iii. i414. 
the word on the night before the faſt day, that 
me to my mind, that l intended to fix upon, was,. — 
he with you words, and turn to the Lord; ſay unte 
o cx Take away all iniguity, and receive us gr aciouſty 
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fo will we render the calves of our lips. Upon appli. 
cation to my Concordance, I foind this to be in Hoſ. 
xiv. 2. On the fat morning I was very. dead and 


dull; I found things would be wrong; I ſang, read, 


| 
and prayed in ſecret, as ſoon as J aroſe, but got no er- | 
largement; came in, and put on my clothes for going 
to the Crookedholm, time being but ſhort; E went ow Ml 
à ſecond time, and prayed, but, to my great grief, I 
ceuld not drop a tear for fin; only I committed the 
matter to the Lord, and determiacd to wait the iſſue, , 
declaring I was willing to be any thing he was pleaſed 
to make me, committing my caſe, and all I was, ot g 
bad, over to him, and to be ac his diſpoſal. I went 
to the ordinance; the work was begun, with ſome ob. : 
ſcrvations, from Exod. iii. anent the Lord's ſpeaking 7 
out of the Buſb, and Moſes's turning aſide to fee tb, 
_ great fight, &c. I continued till the firſt miniſter; 
one Mr. Henderfon, a probationer, went up, who, vil. 
mj ſurpriſe, read the very words for text, that | half, 
fi xed on upon my private faſt,. on June iotb, V we « 
confeſs our fins, he ts faithſul and juſt to forgive us out, 
ns, 1 John i. 9. His beads were: 1. The way and, 
manner to confeſs our ſins, ſuch as, 1. Fuily ever; 
ſin, freely, without conſtraint, particularly, all and Hd 
very {in ſincerely, &c. all which I thought I had ain 10 
ed at, though very imperfeQiy. His 2d head wah 
What fins we were to confeſs, 1. Generally, all ſin- bet 


— particulary, the fin of our nature, our pred6minal 
and beloved fins, ſins of the heart, unbelief, carnall 
ty, worldly mindedneſs, abuſe of the means of grat 
Kc. family fins, ſins of church and ſtate; and 1! 
manner we were to do it. | had endeavoured to 
all this, thought I; but, alas! I was afraid I was 1 
Auly ſenſible of the heinous nature of it, as diſhonevl 
ing to a holy God. In coutſe of this diſcourſe, | 
went through ſeveral things in what had been my 
exciſce, which gave me ſome thought. And, in 


34 head, he treated of God's being: ſaithſul and Mr | 


1 1 
to forgive them; laichful, not to reveal any fin conſef? 
ed to hi in private, and juſt to forgiv2 them, for 
WW Chrill's fake; and, when on the true way of confef= 


| ſing, noticed what I had been perplexed with in the 
morning, anent not drepping a tear, which be ſaid 
one was not to place the na: ute of confeſſinę, or ac- 
ce p:ance upon thie, it ſerious z/ becauſe their conſtitu- 


1 tion, perhaps, was not of ſuch a turn, if they did not 
e tear at other things of a worldly nature, they could 
© not make this a determinating queſtion. In bis ap- 
1 pl cation, he read the very text, Hof. xiv. 2. 1 had 


fixed on in the morning, as an evidence, &c. all 
which I heard with much pleaſure. But Mr. Fairley 
coming up next, bis text was Rom. vi. 14. For ſin 
ſhall not hade dominion over you ; for ye are not under 
Wh the law, but under grace. In-bis four different heads, 


denz 1 did not gather much, when diſtinguiſhing betwixt 
9 theſe under the law, from theſe under grace, till the 


application, when giving ſome marks cf theſe, ſome 
of which are thoſe mentioned above, concerning thefe 
that have true and ſavipg faith; and then 1 began to 
doubt all, concerning my former exerciſes; howerer, 


"ut 
5 gut 
and 


VI remained, in the evening, and next day, but very 
nd e dead in frame, both in family and ſecret duty, was not 
amo (enfible of the crouding multitude of vain and need- 
ess thoughts, in the time of duty, as ſometimes I had 
lin, Woctore been. In courſe of waiting on the ordinances 
ou In public, on the Preparation Saturday, Mr. Reid 
armipreached firſt on theſs words, Matth xi. 28. Come un- 
gta me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will 
nd Ni- jon reſt. In diſcourfing from this remarkable 


| to 0 
vas 0 
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mne 
in 
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opel promiſe, he endeavoured: x. To ſhew what 
pas the burden we were 10 bring to Cbriſt; ſuch as 
dginal guilt, all actual fin, Satan's temptaiions, de- 
cone, or Hiding of God's face, firaits, or prefent 
Ioublec, & e. All which J defired to be, in ſome- 
nealure, made ſeuſible of. 2. What it was to come, 
how we were to come to Chriſt; that it war, by 
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being thoroughly convinced of fin, humbled for it, 
ec. Here, I was afraid, I had been deficient. He 
then ſpoke of the way of flzeing to Chriſt by faith, &c. 
On this head, which was ſomewhat trying to me, 
3. He ſpoke of that ceſt, which was a 1eft from all 
theſe particulars ſpoke upon iu the firſt head, with fe 
vetal other things I do not remeaiber. - 
Mt. M' Millan, ſenior, ſucceeded from theſe words, 
Zech. xii. 9. -I will ſay, it is my people, and they 
Hall ſay, the Lord is my God. In the entry here, | 
thought the text made fair for a ſubject of covenants 
ing, namely, perſonal or ſacramental covenanting 
which 1 was now intenſely waiting for, both an 
account of my former exerciſes of this nature, and 
that which was in view at hand. But here I was 4 
little diſappointed; for, thcugh he mentioned thelk, 
both public and perſonal covenanting, yet he turned 
the whale ſcope of his three beads and-application vj 
on ihe nature, language, and exerciſe of an appropria 
ting faith, which I found, indeed, was included in th 
words, and eſſentially necefſary for the ſolemn work i 
vier. Whether his definition of true faith was fatif 
factory to all, I know not; but one thing put me to 
ſtand; when he came to give ſome marks or evideno! 
of thoſe who had ſaving faith, who could ſ:y, the Lon 
is my God, viz. that all are brought to the foot of ils 
burning Mount, that is Sina, or broken covenant > 
worke, alas! thought I, Iam afraid that I have ne 
ver been rightly ſet down there; and therefore Wl 
may; or muſt, be yet a deluſion. From the handling 
ens ſubject, I was made almoſt to conciude, thal 
Hal been more intenſe upon the form of perſona] cot 
nanting, than the true act bf an applying and app 
_priating faith in the ſoul upon a ctucified, but an 2 
ſen Redeemet: However, I durft not but ow]n and 20 
here to the thing, wiſhing the Lord might ſerengthd 
unto this, upon a further review of the ſule mu wal 
action iiſelf at an after occaſion. (© 


LW 3 


At this time my.frame was bu: dead and dark; the 
duty went heavily on; on the Sabbach morning I roſe, . 
having but ſhort time, being to go into the tent to wait 
on the elements, as I had ſometimes b:fore don“, be- 


ipg read out for that ſmall piece of ſervice. I went 
Mont co the little yard or garden; the words | reſoived 0 
ſing in ſecret were, Plal. xl. 11, 12, 13. Ipraved over 
them, infiſting that the Lord would not teſte-in is 


nate, that the Lord would favour me with the light of 


place. In the courſe of this duty, which ran out longer 
han I expeCted, theſe words came unto my mind, and 
vas as ſoon almoſt in my mouth, 7 will not let thee go, 


1, lf Prot Ys as it were, (if I might uſe ſuch freedom with 
Cari im, who is an abſolute Sovereign over all his oon 
4 yorks, and me a poor clay worm of the earth,) that 1 


blolutely refuſed to give over prayer, until he bleſſed? 
ne with the light of his countenance, endowing me 
1th ſome meaſure of tenderneſs of frame, ſuitable to 
he exerciſe of the day, and clear me in what was' 
laty on this ſolemn occaſion: upon which my heart 


hriſt, to be dead unto all fin, particularly the cor- 


which he enumerated. Then ſhewed how we were 
«th hare them crucified in Chriſt; what he went thro” 
a" his people. And, in tne 2d head, ſhewed how we 


tender mercies from me, now ackowledging mine int- 
quitics over and over in the words of the Pſalm, ple d- 
ng much upon the laſt verie, — Re/cue me, Lord. hajten 
to mine aid. Bui not finding liberty or outgate in this, 
] ended, and read a portion of the New Teſtament, 
and prayed over again, wherein I was moſt importu- 


is countenance, or, if not, not to carry me to the 


ntil thou bleſs me, Gen. xxxii. 26. I became ſo per- 


armed, and tears began to flow in my eyes; I con- 


"li luded, by ſinging a verſe of a Pſalm ſaitable to my 
* rcumſtance.—l went to the place; in the action fer-" 
co,” Mr. Steven ſpoke what it was to be crucified wick 


zption of our nature, every fin in heart and life, ſome 


ſe, or, ace made to live in himz went through. ſome 
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. of che things we ſhculd be made victorious in him; 
ſuch as our corrupt hearts, pride, carnality, worldly 
mindedneſs, Satan's.temptations, yea, death itſelf; in 
which I was ſomewhat revived, on thinking of what 
I had been exetciſed with: But what refreſhed me 
wuch, was in his invitation; when enumerating ſome 
of the things; if one was ſenſible of, that is, were op. 
preſſed with a body of fin and death, canal and 
worlcly thoughts, even in duty, (with other things 
I cannut now remember,) ves, if theſe were our bur. 
den, if we defired to be freed from, (which I thought! 
could ſay was once my caſe) then it was an evident 
token we were amongſt thote that live in Chriſt, and 
are crucified with him, and has a right to come+fors 
ward, &g.—l went, with ſome thought, and pertur: 
bance of mind, to the laſt table but one; but, through 
the cutward g:zing of people, and ordinary cum. 
brances, was confuſed : only I endeavoured, at the 
table, to urge the words I uſed in the morning, that 
as I had abſolutely tefuſed to let a God in Chriſt go 
until he bleſſed me, he would now take hold of me, and 
keep my per ſon, family, and concern*, which f endes: 
voured to give all over to him, adhering to my for- 
mer tranſaQtions; and to take a view of him, as hang 
ing on the croſs, on Mount Calvary. - My frame wa 
nothing to what I deſired, yet I had ſome tendernels 
of heart the moſt part of the day, except when ſinful 
or unneceſſarythoughts crept in, which J endeavoured 
through, grace to ſtifle in the bud, 43 
Mr. M*Millan preached a very comforting ſerman 
at night, on 1 John iii. 2 — For we ſball ſee him af 
he is, wherein be ſhewed, where and how we welt 
to ſee God, and at laſt to be taken from faith's viſion 
to an open view and fruition eternal of bim. But, off 
the Monday, my frame became worſe, inſtead of be 
ing made better: wandering thoughts, in time of thi 
public ordinances, crouded in upon me like a torten 
which, by uo means, I was able to gainſtandz Je 


„ 

Wl fo6-m- of my looſe thoughts, wandering of the eye, if 
end other vain imaginations, crept in. The ſermons 1 
nM ha4 no great weight with me, and feveral others. Mr. 
u Reid preeched fi:ft, from Heb. iv. 14. Let us hold faſt | 
c cr prof ion. His ſermon was moſt of a public na- 

x tore: 1. Shewing the profſeſhon we were to hold. 

p. An, 2. How we were :o hold it, &c. And, though | 
lM what he faid was plain and fimple truths; yet I did [' 
23 Wl not think he did bit the vein of the text, either as '2 1 
*. n outward or i ward prof fin. Mr. Fairly diſcour- Y 
£1 WM {:d laft, from 1 Cor. it. 11. For other foundation can A | 


m man lay, than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chrijt. 
nd He endeavoured, in ſev: ral heads, to fhew, negaiive- 
ofen and p-ficively, what was not, and what was, built 
ur- upon this foundation. —Ll githered little from theſe 
12h MWitvo diſcourſ.s, till he came to the application, where 
1. be gave ſome marks ani advices, for building upon 7 
the this foundation, and, amongſt others, we were to dig 1 
that deep through all our corruptions, good works, &c. to 


ode Rock, Chriſt ; we were to go deep down in con- i 
and Friction, having a deep fight of fin, and dig deep in | 
des- Neontrition, or humiliation for fin, and to flee to the i 
for- Mock, Chriſt, who was both the foundation, builder, WW 
ang · chief corner-ſtone, and houſe itſelf. All which! was i 
; wallrery trying unto me on the concluſion of the ſolemni- if 
rnelWy: however, theſe things went off, and things went | 
infulÞsto their former current. My frame {till declined, ' 
ure(Wtthad. never come to what I expected, but made a molt | 


enſible decline that I had felt for ſome time; yea, my 


rmoW@redominates; eſpecially one attacked me, which, a- 


im au! I may y, has often fofled me, and for which I 

; weroiWicfire to be humbled before the Lord; only, 1 cannot 
vino0ay that I am altogecher inſenſible of theſe decays, as 
ut, egemetimes I bave been; yet a dead and lifeleſs heart _ 
of beWid frame prevailed with*me all the week following. 
of On the thankſgiving day | went to Crookedholm, 


ortenWriere the fote- named Mr. Henderſon preached; he 
dz e a very ſuitable ſubject in the ſorenoon, from Cel. 


as a price, either in whole or in part, but juſt to come 
and accept and receive Chriſt into our ſouls, by ſaith, 
which, in the mean time I endeavoured to give the! 
whole conſent of heart and ſoul to theſe terms, and de- 
fared to ſtrike the bargain on this footing; he ſpoke of! 
what would hinder many, viz. love to the world, rich- 
es, honour, preferment, pleaſures, and I added, in my 
on mind, Ius, which, I experienced, kept me from d 
Chrrft ſo long, 20d, I was afraid, did yet fill. He con- 
cluded his application with a word to ſaints and ſin - 
ners. In returning home, I was ſtill in a more dead 
frame than I wiſhed for: but, in prayer, in family exeſ- 
cifes, lucb a flood or current of carnal and uncleay 
thoughts aſſaulted me, that I found there was no reſiſſ 
ing: the flood was now come into my ſoul; and, -ab4 
co uld not properly expreſs my caſe in public in a fam 
ly way, I was obliged to cloſe, and went out imme 
diately to the yard, where I was, in ſome meaſuliſ 


It} L 62 3, 
wn 11. 6,11. and diſcourſed in the afternoon, from Rom. Wk 
4 viii. 32. He that ſpared not his own Son, but delivers IL 
WER ed him up for us all, how ſball we net with him aifo freely. Ih 
Wh giveus all things ? From theſe words, he (hes ed, that WM al 
WE nt was love: 1. Free love, everlaſting love, invincib'e War 
Bid love, unchangeable love, elcEting love, law-magni- Wy: 
Bl | fying-love, &c. 2. In what was imported in God's Her 
not ſparing his own Son, &c. He did run through, {Wa 
I the ſereral periods of the ſufferings of a Saviour, and ch 
115 Redeemer. 3. Shewed ſome of the promiſed benefits. i 
n and bleſſings purchaſed by Chriſt to believers; ſuch as, ef 
11 union to Chriſt, conviction of fin, enlightening of the ! 
N mind, renewing of the will, rezeneration, juſtification, re 
HT adoption, ſanctification, or holineſs of life, dominion MW-- 
1 over ſin, a conſcience ſprinkled from evil works, aſſu- Ini 
e rance of God's love, though this was not attainable by ni 
ihr Th all, an happy death, a bleſſed reſurrection, and ſecu- Muc 
red glory for ever in glory. 4. He ſpoke of the man - Wo 
1 "| ner we were to come or obtain theſe, namely, that it Mor 
"If l Was free; we weile to come with nothing in our hands, ec; 
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1 
kelped to pour out my complaint and caſe before the 
Lord, though I was afraid, when going ont, as 
have been many a time, to bow down, being, as one 
aſhamed before him. I was moſt particular, craving 
an outgate, giving myfelf, foul and body, and all, o- 


ver to him, to make of them what he pleaſedz but 


; Wcried for fubduing grace, to be conform to his holy 
„a, pure and ſpotleſs nature; —upon continuing in 
d his way and manner, acknowiedping the wickedneſs, 


thineſs, and corruption of my own heart, the fink 


„ fall fin, wherein Satan might have ſome hand, &c. 
16. Hrheſe words came in my mind, and were repeated 
n, rom my tongue My grace ſhall be fificient for thee, 
on -I will perfect ftrengtb in thy weakneſs.— Whether 


his came from the Spirit's inipulſe, or paſſing in my 
nind, (being expreſſed in the day's diſcourſe, as what 
he writings of the moſt learned heathens in the 
orld could not produce to any ſoul.) However, I 


t it Nonſidered it was a gracious promiſe given to an emi- 
ds, Went ſaint, when buffeted with a temptation or met- 
"me Menger of Satan, as I was, at leaſt with a wicked heart 
ith, Nad wicked luſts. I endeavoured to ſtick to theſe 
the ords, and they abode with me for ſome time; bur, 


as! by far infinitely too ſhort a time.—I obtained 
me outgate from theſe, though they ſtill ſhewetl 
leir heads; I as often uſed the argument: yet my 
ame was not ſo tender, or affected, as I would have 
dit; yer I behoved to be thankful to the Lord, 
rwhat I had received, and to wait on in the way 
duty, to ſee what he would do towards me. : 
On the morrow morning, as ſoon as I awaked, 
tle words returning to my mind, I began to think 
my ſituation; and, amongſt other things, I thought 
cn 0 ouid have been willing to have exchanged all I 
N in the world, wife and children, though I loved 

n dearly, (ſuch as were heirs of glory, I thought 
ould meet with them in a little time again,) for” 
Wanifeſtation of the love of a God in Chriſt, with 


5 


juſt ſo much aſſurance, as that I ſhould be for eve 
freed from eternal wrath, and made conformable 
_ unto his image in life and in death, and to be his 
that 2whetber 1 live or die, I might be the Lord's. 
However, my frame continued moſtly in a deal 
way; only, in this ſnuation, I could remark, that offi 
.the Saturday- 8 night after, as I now uſually ded; Lee 
fred the Lord, in ſeeret duty, to bring ſomethin 
fuitable from his own word unto my mind, on tle 
Sabbath, that might be ſome matter of exerciſs [1 
meditation to me, at leaſt, if no more, might key 
by it as a war-word, apainit carnal, neeviefs, an 
idle thoughts, which ſo much troubled me, eſpecis 
ly on the Sabbath. When I firſt awaked in the nigh 
or on the morning, theſe words (words I had nd 
been reading or thinking upon, as a matter of an 
exerciſe) was in my mind, Gen. i. 2. And che earth wi 
Without N or void, and darkneſs was upon the fa 
of the deep; and the $91 it of Ged moved on the face 1 
the waters. ver. Je tut God ſaid, let there be light, ai 
there was 15 gr. At firſt, I could not tell, or wi 
'woderfiansy how this cou'd come to hit the mat 
4er any matter of exerciſe through the day; but, 
a very ſhort review. of the words, and my own ah 
1 found them exactly to agree in ſeveral w_ 
Here the earth; was without form or void, lo was! 
I could form no juſt idea of my caſe; it was juſt | 
a thing gone out of form—Darkneſe was upon ibt fi 
of the deep, —1o I could well fay, darkneſs was uf 
the face of my foul, now in the deeps of decays i 
de ſertions, might 1 ſay too, if ever I had taſte(l 
the leaſt manifeſtation of the Lord's goodneſs, 4 ax] 
the light of his countenance: but what follows? 
Spirit of God moved upen the face of the wwaterr-—bt} 
let there be light, and there was light. — Here the? 
vine word paſſed upon the ſhapclets maſs at the 
ginning, the finer part of, or upward from the gl 
ter parts: ſo it became matter of nn 


41 
N he would move. upon my ſoul by his Spirit, and ſay, 


countenance, I might have light, according to his 
own word. Li up upon us the light of thy connte- 
© nance 5 —canuſ/e th face to ſhine; to ſhine on us, and we 
We be. ſaved. > This continued on the Sabbath, and 
was ſome help unto me amongſt other means, inthe 
way of called-for duty. But my fr me continued ſtifl 
in a dead lifeleſs way, which made me fometimes be- 
gin to reſume my former fears and doubts, that I 
behoved to be in a mere delufon all-the time; and, 
if ſo, then my conduct anent the facrament was is 


the arguments my mind afforded to ſupport this con- 
cluſion,.or doubt, were thele two following: 1ſt, Al- 
though I had, I.thought, at feverai times, particulat- 
y on perfonal faſt-days, got ſeveral- choice texts, 
ſome of whom might be confirming promiſes to be⸗ 
lievers in Chriſt; 


ut; Ady the deceitfulnefs of my own heart, and cratt of 
a calt{Wvatan, be deceiving * "myſelf, by claiming what I hail 
eds no right unto; and more, as I thought | never had a 


ſufficient grief upon my ſpirit for. ſin, as diſhonour- 


a(t Ming to a holy God, nor a proper fear of eternal pu- 
the ihment for fo heinous breaches of God's holy law 
s ubiend commandments. The 2d reafon was, that not- 
ays i rithſtanding of theſe doubts and fears; yet all this 
hel we, in reading of tcripture, ſinging of pfalms, and 
ſs, #1 ating the word preached or explained, I-could ne- 

2 Wer think of applying any thing therein that were 


ireatened againſt wicked, obſtinate, and ungodly 
nners, unto myſelf, though I was many times made 
try intenſe upon every verſe and particular pro- 
bounced as reipecting my caſe; and many times 


3 


let there be light in it, that ſo my heart and affec- 
; tions mipht ſoar- aloft, aſcend up, and leave the dregs 
of corruption to be buried, fo that, by the light of his 


' concluſion, or final hardening in apoſtacy. Amongſt 


yet none of all theſs were a pro- 
per intimation of the pardon of fin; and fo I night, 


0k we ; r as to my * pat= 
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curity, or falſe hopes of happineſs at laſt; for, alths' 
I thought 1 wanted many marks of the trve applic 
tion of God's s promiſes, and had many falſe onez, 


of e pen comes from the Spirit of God or Satas 
I would gladly have ſignified my caſe, as to the above 


| ſometimes of falling abent writing a note to ſome e 


broad, and be accounted arrant hypocriſy. in ti 


of a day, for faſting, on account of my frame ſine 


i 66 J 


4igular. frame, or matter of exerciſe. lis: thought 2. 


. Satan may, for my ſins, and deceitfal dealing with I as 


God, be permitted to blindfold me, in going on ina H bi 
een way, to my utter ruin at lait. WK ac 
All I could think on to balance thefe was; as to as 


the firſt, any kind of outgate, or tenderneſs of frame Im 

8 obtained, was ſtill from God's word; all che- above J. 
texts, mentioned in their proper places, were from be 

_ . thence, at, and in the different times and ſtages al- in 
ready obſerved, although it came to be otherwiſe af- N m 
 terwards, when every threatening exprefiion from ¶ di 
_  - God's word gave me ground of ſuipicion as. to my 2a 
condition. For the 2d, I could not ſay that I allowed an 
. myſelf in the practice of any known ſin, or that theſe I th 
- {criptures gave me fluttering hopes pf heaven, under me 
rhe practice of theſe; for | doubted often anent p 
right unto ſuch a flate of eternal happineſs; neither th; 


could I fay that theſe were means to lull me into fe 


» 


yet I durſt not conciude upon thefe two in gro, 
which dieines condeſcend upon as the touch-ſtone 
to know whether a promiſe, or comfortable, portion 


to th fe in the miniſtry, for their help or ſolution 
in the public, it the Lord would enable, if 1 h: 
thought to have got myſelf concealed; and though 


them whom | ofteneft heard for that purpoſe; b 
Knew not bew to fall about it, left it ſhould come 1 


mean time, I thought of ſetting about a day, or pal 


the lacrament, and other things I found myſelf culj 
able in, in point of fin and duty. Accordingly, 0 
Thurſday's night, I thought, or Friday the moro 


* 
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zs our hay ſeaſon of buñneſs approached, and deſired, 
Jas uſuab, the Lord would give me ſome word from 
\ @ himſelf, for my matter of exereife, in the morning: 
accordingly, in the time of fleep, or in firſt awaking, 
of as I fell afleep afterwards, theſe words were in my 
e mind, how they came, I cannot fay, O VJrael, thou 
e f ſinntd from the days Gibeab. I ſound them to 
n be in Hoſca x. 9. But though they ran ſtiil in mind 
In ſlumber and awake, I could not know what to 
make of them; however, I aroſe, and retired ſome 
diſtance from the houfe to a ſecret p'.ce,. and be- 
gan with ſinging the 17th part of the 119 Pfalm, 
and then prayed, as I was enabled, for ſtrength in 
the exerciſes, to make a full and free acknowledge- 
ment of my tins, and, by faith's application, to ap- 
ply to the blood of Jeſus. I particularly inſiſted on 


theſe wor s, Plal. cxix, 18. Open mine cyes, that of 
thy law, the wongers 1 may fee, After which I read 
over the firſt part of the Sym 25 Saving Knowledge, |» 
concerning man's loſt ſtate, the form of the covenant i 


of redemption, and of grace, convincing a man of 
fin by the law, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment, 
and the goſpel, by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Then I ſang 


the laſt 16 lines of the goth Pſalm, read the gti» and Y 
an part of the 1oth chapter of Hoſea, namely the words | 
ove above, and downwards: I found them applicable this 
tion way, That they bed ſinned from the days ef Gibeah, This | 
hal was a very early treſpaſs, after their ſettlement in | 
ughü ee promiſed land: fo I might ſay, I bad ſinned from 1 
ne e the very firſt period of my. life, ſince the vrry firſt 4 
; bu ſirupple of fin and corruption in my ſoul, &c. I | 
me i prayed, wherein I endeavoured to run over the ſum 3 
n tho! my former confeſſion, and added what I could re- 1 
r paß member ſince, with my fins of omiflion, namely, in | 
ſineſſ e affair of the ſacrament ;, and endeavoured to flee 1 
cults Chriſt for cleanſing, and to reject-all other means 1 
Wo 1<mcdies, excepting him, and him alone, petitioned | 

ar for givenels, renewed wy often pre ſented petitions l 

8 * . | 


_ conviction for ſin, make me flee to Jeſus Chriſt, tha 
the would, take unto him his great power, and ſubduz 


law, in hearvand-life, and give me ſtrength to reps 
| carnal, wicked, and worldly. thoughts, words, and 
Actions, and enable me to glorify him, in heart, life, 


n 


Formerly requeſted, that he would give me a thorouph 


all my corruptions, give me conformity to his holy 
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and converſation : and, as I had by my fins fo griey. 


_vufly diſhonoured.him upon earth, with much mote . 


I cannot here mention, nor will not mention, though. ; 


1 could rem mber them. I returned home to fam. ;; 


ly exerciſes, then [ retired to the fields again, taking , 
only my Bible, and Mr. Gray's fele&t ſermons. f 
ſang Plal. li. from the beginning, prayed, as enabled, 


e Al 
upon the e 7 Hh them to my caſe; then þ 
read over ſome of N 


r. Gray's ſermons, particularly /; 
that entitled, (The comfort and bleſſedneſs of a par. v 


doned ſinner,” from Matth. ix. 2. San, be of gui 


#heer, thy fans be forgiven thee, And on the ſeaſonable· ¶ m 
neſs of divine grace manifeſted in the returns of 6. 
prayer, wherein I found many things ſweet and fuit-W 2% 
able to my caſe, both as a ſaint and ſinner, and pray. th 


ed ſeveral times, by intervals, in way of application vic 
to myſelf, in both reſpects : at laſt I was led out te ye. 
caſt mine eye on Pfal. iv. 6. and the laſt chapter of ch 


the Revelation. I ſang the firſt 16 lines, and real 
that chapter, then prayed a long. ſpace, wherein I bir 
was led out on various petitions, . requeſts, and mat. bir 
ter of praiſe, which made the tears many times to cru 


guſh from mine eyes. Amongſt other things, I dei my 
tired to adhere to my former covenant-tranſactioniſi the 
and with it all-the- doctrines contained in our ſtam ger 
dards and covenants, as founded upon the word o ma 
God; and to bewail over my: own, the party wit nec 
whom I-was connected, the nation's apoſtacy, analy t 
breach of theſe and other folumn vows; and was e wp 


out to ſhew my willingnets to go out of this wa 
that 1 might have + complete victory Over ſin, 0 ea 14 
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vl Satan, and all my ſpiritual enemies, and wick ed, carnal 
i thoughts, words, and deeds; and de ſired to long ſor 
te happy day of enjoying the prefence of a three- one 
Wl Gol in Emmanue!'s land, on the other fide of the 
a banks of time, if the Lord fit me for it; only I defired 
udo clorify him on earth, if he ſaw-good to put an op- 
portunity for it in my hand, and would enable nie 
ſor it. I inſiſted on this River,: vhich makes glad ide 
city of our Gd, the tree ef life, and leaves for the heal 
ing of the nations. In time of this, ſeveral places of 
ſcripture were ſeaſonably brought in, which I uſed 
and expreſſed before the Lord with much ardovf; 
particularly, — Thy fins ore forgiven thee— In the day 


ſod. I concluded this exertiſe with ſinging the lalt 
verſe of the 45th Pfſalm. e 


On my return home, theſe words came into my 
Cod alone, & c. Til make him my firfi-born, more high 
them in the 89th Palm; and though applied to Da- 


yet they behoved to reſpect every one of his frue 
children, as part of his myſtical body in him. 
On my approach, Leſpied a hawk purfuing a ſmall 


bird made for the houle with all ſpeed poſſible z the 
cruel purſuer, fearing he ſhould loſe his prey, fo 
much deſired in view, was moſt hot and vigilant in 
the matter; the bird thought to ſhelter itſelf in a 
Fer, or about ſome ftacks of peats, but could not 
make it; ſhe, at laſt, with great precipitancy, hur- 


0 the cruel enemy was, to his mortification and dil- 
eh wpointment, made to return back witliout the ſo 


» © 


when I make up my jewels, thou fhait be mine And 


Hannah went away, and her countenance was rw mote 


mind, Theu art my Father, he fball cry, thou art my 
than kings of any land. ] {ought for them, and found 


vid, as a type of Chriſt, or rather to Chriſt himfelf, 


bird (1 fuppoſe a lark) violently. The poor purſue 


ned to the houſe, went in, or over it, got theiter; 


Mach deſired prey. This, 1 thought, was a leſſon; 


to ſee themſeives thus purſued; whether we ſhall 


prey, in devouring, and making ſhipwreck of the 


ter itſelf, and not to be beholden to the houſe, whe: 


ture, ſo it was driven out of all theſe ſhifts at laſh; 


bies of the law, takes a form of religion, falls a bor. 
.rowing from Chriſt, to make up his wants, falls 4 


endeavoured to apply it to my own ſituation, wiſhing, 
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take the purſuer for .the juſtice of God, a broke 
law, or covenant of works, or Satan, that grand e. 
nemy of man's ſalvation, who is ever greedy of hi 


fouls of men and women, or both, it was 'a molt 
ſtriking emblem; and, as the bird thought to ſhek 


ther from the baſhfulneſs, or timorouſneſs of its na. 


ſo man, thus purſued by a guilty confcience, and af 
cruel enemy, Satan, takes many ſhifts; as negative 
. holineſs, a new courſe of life, conforms to both ts. 


bargaining with him, vowing on conditions, . &t, 
but loth to be wholly and ſolely indebted to him, for 
once good and all; until, like the bird, he ſees, he 
mult either do, or perifh for ever: and fo in this, 
that occurred to mine eyes, juſt at ſuch a junCture, 1 


from my heart, that I ſhould be found in the ſame 
Cafe and ſituation of the bird, who eſcaped a ctuel 
death, and remained in ſafety. And thus we may 
learn a leſſon of the utmoſt importance from a very 
mall object and unobſervable occurrences; upon 
which I defired to lay my whole ſtreſs upon this blel- 
ſed thelter, and city of refuge; this Advocate, who 
has. pleaded many a deſperate cauſe at the court of 
heaven, and never one of them was loſt; never! 
perſon, who was enabled to come to Chriſt, were thef 
fighters againſt Heaven, and their iniquities never 8 
great, but, coming to him, he was willing to pardatl 
them to the_utmoſt. A Manaflch, a Paul, &e. call 
ſay there is pardoning grace in Chriſt? What brought 
all theſe who now ſtand upon that ſea of glaſs ! bu 
pardoning free mercy. 8s that, in concluſion, It 
dire to live here a debtor to Chriſt, to die a debte- 


\ 


— 


E 


\ Chriſt, and to reign eternally a debtor to the 
reedom of the grace of precious and lovely Jeſus 
briſt. 5 {1 „„ 5 
On the Saturday's night after, (there being to be! 
rmon to-morrow, by Mr. M Millan, fenior, at Burn- 
ouſe, Mearns,) I petitioned the Lord, as uſual, for 
me fuitable exerciſe on the morning, from his own 
ord. In the morning, when I awoke from my ſirſt 
eep, I think thele words were in my mind, which I 
und afterwards to be in the 118th Pſalm, Bind ye 
to the altar's horns with cords the ſacrifice. After I 
oſe, I looked for the place, and found it, and was 
ade to obſerve both the words before God is the 
ord, who unto us hath made light to ariſe, and thoſe fol- 
wing —T hou art my God, Tl thee exalt. I thought this 


a- 
r. 


Wt 
xt, ould be a good preiude of what I was to meet with : : 
for public. In ſecret I ſang theſe. verſes, and was 


heil to read the 19th of the Revelation; after which 


his, rayed over both, firſt over the Pſalm, and then 
re, er the chapter, wherein I was, with tears, led out 
ing, theſe words— The marriage: of the Lamb is come, 
ame d bis 2vife hath made herfelf ready. I declared to be 
culling to be made any thing for him; and that he 
mayſÞud glorify himſelf in my ſalvation; and that 1 
very defired to live that I might glorify him, if he 
upon uld be plealed to employ me, and put any op- 
bleſ4{'tunity.in my hand; withimany other things I had 


praiſe him, for binding this tacrifice to his altar; 
h on account of myſe.f, my family, outward con- 
ns, and the church: yea, if he ſhould paſs ſen- 
ce againſt me, I deſired to acknowledge him juſt, 
% and righteous, in this, with many other things, 8 
ferent reſpects, I cannot, nor need not, relate. 
ende public, the lecture was in Micah vii. 8, 19s | 
ougli chere he inſiſted much on the pardon of fin, 
2 bulfÞP*ture, freeneſs, and of theſe who received it, 
| deWPhich 1 might have learned many leflons. He 
cpu W*hed on-theſe words, Matth. xvi. 8. O. ye of Ju- 


\ . 


who 
rt & 
ver 
they 


: do 
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5 15 Harb, v0 by reaſon” ye among yeutſelver? L: ff 


Lad being formerly diſcuſſed, he treated on the ſe 


cond, viz. The evil of ſuch kind of reaſoning in the 


people of GoJ, againſt their own evidences, throuph 


the prevailing of unbelief— Mentioned M. 1 on hig 
commiſſion to deliver Iſrael, and reiuſa!—Panl on 
his peremptory obedience I conſulted not with fleh 
and blood; with many other inſtances contrary one tf 
another. And thoughi what he advanced, I thought 
might reach ſome light utito me, yet they came not 


to my objections; though he mentioned ſeveral: 50 
ſometimes the Lord gives the folution of a doubj 
though not in the expreſs way we oft-times Ati 
ours; but, alas! when he came to what was jul 
grounds of objection of thoſe againſt themſelves, whi 
never bad come to Chriſt, } became to be 8 tha 
theſe would bear more hard upon me, than the othet 
ſide wquld make for me; ſo that I now laboured bt 
twixt hopes, and fender and fears: but, alas! m 
lightneſs, and- carnal fleeting thoughts ſpoiled ak 
and marred it: ſo that corruptions and indwelling fi 
prevailing, my predominate evits gathered feet and 
ſtrength, whereby, in a little time, I was again folk 
ed; fo that, what tenderneſs of affection, and warmfl 
in the performance of duty, I had gained on Ii 
day, Saturday, and Sabbath morning, now diſappes 
ed, and deadneſs ſeized all my inner and outwal 
man. Woes me, for I can manage nothing to Gol 
glory, and my own advantage; fo that 1 behoved! 
return to my former complaint; and ery out, Lachen 
unclean, who wwill deliver me from this body of in a ail 

_ death? I mean the ſtrength and body of fin, or don 
nion of it, that reigns in this my mortal body, an 
to long for that day, when i ſhould, on folid grounk 
be able to ſay, with the apoſtle; Bit thanks be 10 
who | giveth 2s, (that is to 1000} the r in ang. thro ug 


our. Lord Feſus Cbriſi. 
Soon alter I went to Saltcoaty for che — 


% 1 


the ſa't water: T thought I ſhould have good. cotives 
niency in the fields for retired exerciſes, and took. 
my Bible and ſome books along with me; but, alas“ 


for, upon beholding the great throng of buſineſs car- 
ried on there, the great profanity, namely, groſs and 
ignorant ſwearing, even by infants, eſpecially, ſailors, 
s uſually prevails i in ſuch ſea port towns, | was muety 
iſturbed, and profited little or nothing there, which 
de me fee, that we: poor, vain, empty creatures, 
an promiſe ourſelves nothing; for, without the 
Lord's gracious preſence, and out-lettings of his Spi- 
it, and light of his countenance, we are ever wante 


art of acceptable ſervice for, lays he, without me _ 
an do nothing. 

On the Sabbath, after my return home, 15 was in 
moſt dead and heavy condition, both wezried. in 
ody and mind. I read ſome ſermons, and partieu- 
arly near the evening, when reading on one, my 
eart roſe to ſuch a degree, that l was obliged to re- 
ire out of the houſe, the tears flowed from mine 
yes, and-1 thought to have rent the very hairs from 
y head, under this apprehenſion ; oh ! ſhall I, for 


Fier, for my many grievous fins, never get behold- 
og the glorious face of Jeſus Chriſt in the MP 
Wart it above. 


then read the 20th of John, as my ordinary in 


„ rirate, then prayed. got much enlargement on 
donſhele words of Thomas My Lord, and my God! which 
„A epeated many times over with great fervency. 
unlWete words coming in my mind -C all thy caves 


n me, I returned, With all my heart and foul, let 
my cares of foul, body, eſtate, family, relations 
concerns, and the church, be upon thee, Where- 
I pot great freedom for ſometime before the * 


my vain expectations were here alſo diſappointed ; 


ag; yea, as nothing in his ſight, in reſpect of any 


On a Sabbath morning following, I went out to 
he fields, and ſang part of a Plalm, and prayed over 
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E 
in pleading with him. I found the words to be in 
Judges xix. 20. of the old man of Gibeah, to the Le. t 
vite of Mount Ephraim Let all thy wants the 72 if 
me, only lodge not in the fireet. How to apply this, 14 
knew not, only l record it, as it occurred to me at 0 
Foue time. p 

I went to Sindihille: facrament on hs Sabbath Ui 
morning, Mr. McMillan, lenior, preached the ac. 
tion ſermon, from Gal. i. 4. I ho gave himſelf for ui. tl 
And though he had a very ſuitable diſcourſe : Shew. 0; 
ing who it was that gave himſeif. What way been 
gave himſelf. And the happy effects of this. Yet, dt 

through the heat of the day, great confluence of 


people, the ſtir, and want of a proper ſituat ion for 
hearing, I gained little or nothing by it; nay, upon ke 

. a general view of the conduct df many, great num, wi 
bers ſpending their time, running to and from drink Ul 
ing, and diſcourſing as in a public market; nay, half ſo 


_ dozens fitting and ſtanding, in the very ſkirts of the 
congregation, talking and laughing, ſo grieved me 
in ſpirit, that I was made to heſitate, whether God 
was moſt glorified by ordinances, word, and ſacrs 
ment, in ſuch a place, or his name diſhonoured, and 
the Sabbath profaned, by theſe common occaſioni 
attendants on ſuch an occaſion; 2nd although one 
of the miniſters, in the evening, made it matter d 
thankſgiving, that ſo many were led out to attend 
theſe; ordinances, and pay ſo much regard to the 
church; yet I thought, had he ſeen what 1 had ſeen, 
it was rather a matter of lamentation and grief, be- 
fore the Lord, to ſee ordinances ſo ridiculed and dill 
eſteemed, by thoſe whoſe preſence behoved rather ti 
be an offence, than matter of praiſe, for edification, 

Mr. Steven preached, at night, on theſe words 
Then ſhall the righteaus ſhine forth as the ſun in ll 
| kingdom. of their Father ; where he had only this on 
head, What way it was, or how they ſhould ſhin 


Forth in their Father's kingdom, viz. In their nam: 


ES 
number, faculties of foul and body, which he went 
through. This was the only ſermon |{ had any plea- 


1 ſure or ſatisfaction in at all the occaſion, (all being 

18 quiet) mainly in the application, when he came to ob- 

m POSE that the people of God, in this lite, even in 

MW purſuing duty, they were ſo opprefled with corrup- 
mon, temptations, and wandering thoughts, that they 

M LG often made to conclude that all was in vain, that i 
„ey ſhould be obliged to give over, &c. but at that = 
u. day all fuch ſhould diſappear, and they ſhould be 

bel made to ſhine forth as the ſun in their Father's king» 


dom. 


A At this ſolemnity, Mr. Steven, for ſome reaſons. 
(oo Wl known to himfelf, refuſed abſolutely to give any to- 


__ kens to anyof his congregation, at leaſt in our bounds, | 
8 who were not up on Saturday, (being the throng of 1 
. che hay ſeaſon, and the weather ſometime before not 
nal po agreeable,) and yet one of his elders, who came up | 
Sabbath morning, went in upon ſervice, and, 1 ſup- 
the k , a . 
mel poſe, communicated too: and though fome looked 
Goll upon this rather as a pet, rather than from principle, 
as it was ne ver in our broken and diſaccommodated 
ſtate practiſed before; yet I cannot help thinking it 
was no leſs unſcriptural and antipreſbyterial, than 
it was inconſiſtent. for him to admit of an elder, 
whoſe office required more preparation, (if any diffe- | 
rence was to be made,) and refuſe others to partici- I 
pate of this ordinance;—for, although I was ever a I 
contender for ſtrict diſcipline, and admiſſion to the 
eals of the covenant, yet this was groundleſs in dif- 
ferent reſpects. 55 5 
i. It was, in ſome ſenſe, a making that an abſo- 
ute teſt or conſtitutional right to that privilege, . 
which the reformed church of Scotland (yea, I may 
ay, the primitive, and every well reformed and re- 
plated church,) made only to be a help or prepara- 
re mean, for the more comfortable partaking, or 
or clearing up doubts and fears in this, who bad a 
5 N oy 


C0 1 
Proper right prior to this their attendance; but hers il « 
in this inſtance of unparalleled conduct for the want Ml © 
of this day's attendance, they behoved to be, or rx 
Ther were, excluded from this ordinance. But I would Wt © 
de glad to ſee any record of Saturday's or Monday 
fermons, at ſacramental occaſions, before that at the 
Kirk of Shots, June 21ſt, 1630*. EFT 
2. It was a judging of the perſon's ſtate for the 
time, at leaſt, that they were unfit to partake of this} 
feal of the covenant: i confeſs, the beſt of ſaints are “ 
0 
| 


my my 


Jometimes but very bad judges themſelves in this, at. 


_ cording to their frames and exerciſes for the time“ 
put, ſure, any perſon muſt know better as to their © 
own interna] frame or fitneſs, than any other man 1 
or miniſter, when no objeCtions can be raiſed againſt h 
them, but coming up upon the Sabbath morning. MW" 
| Rs. It was a lording over, or taking all power fron fl 
The elgerſhip, and entirely epiſcopacy and epiſcops, © 5 

0 


when an elder could not procure a token for the moſt 
ſerious and untxceptionable perſon, becauſe it vu d 
not the mind of the miniſter to give it, they ſhould iW'"? 
not have it; whereby this office of ruling elders be I 


I any are diſpoſed to quarrel! what the avthor ſays hert, 
let them take under thei: confideration a'few of the words of i ln 
late. writer's Addreſs to the R. P. who proſeſſes to be one oil an 
themſelves: If they,” ſays he, 4 would allow none to attend it 
1 ſermvn on Sabbath, unleſs they had alſo engaged in theſe eu. ; 
66 ercifes with them, I ſhou!d have no heſitation in ſaying, that lif 
446 their zeal had run away. with their judgment. lt is ir cumben . lo 
on thoſe who conſider public faſting, and week- days ſermony 
„nas an «flentia} part of this preparation, to give us a ſc:iptural 
« proof in ſupport of their opinion z—but I confidently aver, that 
% no church upon earth hath authority to render them eſſential 
„ to the er j»yment of this ordinance ;=and am certain that. 8 
„ conſiſtent preſbyterian will ever attempt it.—-Whenever tle 
41 are pled for, as eſſential to the adminiſtration of this ord 
1 nance,—=:hen to us it may be ſaid, who bath required this & 

% your hands? In vain do ye worſhip me, teaching for doctrenes tit 
Us commandments of men. Behold, to obey is better than ſacrifitt 
© and to bearken than the fat of rams.” 1 
| _ Addreſs, pages 57, 58, 62, 63. Appendix, p. 2; 5 
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came null and void, and they were reduced mere 
to deacons, to gat her collection, and ſerve tables. 
. It was unprecedented; in fo far as I know, no 


no judicial act, nor former practice to warrant fuck 
a part of proceeding. 


night, about midnight, I took a terrible vomiting 


Lord, any moment's mitigation I had, for what he 


tances; at laſt | was reduced to lye upon the, cola 


don for all the three concomitant maladies. began to. a- 
wal date, although the diſorders did not ali ba re- 
i move. But, alas} 1 ſoon forgot this; and, thou 
be l endeavoured to ſet about the duty of thankfulneſs, 
N pet it was but ſuperficial ; ſo that i was almoſt like to 
ben conclude, that wor.l, ordinances, nor the Lord? 8 _ 
of 38-10 afHCtion, would do unto me nothing, but wrat 


ne of and indignation would awaken me; the enemy, as 
it were, purſued my ſoul, and did real down my 
tha like to the duſt. l was on the Saturday? s. night fol- 


lowing made to cry unte the Lord, that, when all o- 
ther means proved unſucceſsful for awakening mt, 
he would ſend his own word, by his Spirit, as a 


ing, that word ran in my mind, — He ſent his award, 


looked for it, and founchit, Plal. cvil. 20. and found 

the words prior to it, fo ſuitahle tom former (itua- 

hon, viz, Fools, for their fin, and their gſence, dh fore 

aflifion. bear ; —they-cry unto the Lord iii. their. treue, 
G * 


church, ſince the commencement of Chriſtianity, nor 
After this my dead frame n About two 8 
weeks after, kaving a looſeneſs for ſome days, one 
with it, ſo that they continued for ſome hours with- 
out intermiſſion, together with a gravel; my very 
legs drew all together, whereby I was reduced to a 
dreadful agony. I endeavoured to. plead with the 


had done for me formerly, even in outward: deliys- 


on MW floor, and could not move for ſome time; but here 
pal, the Lord again pitied, and I got ſome relaxation; | 


-quickening word. inthe night, or Sabbath mora- 


and healed. them. When going about ſecret duty, 1 


c n 1 


be /aveth them; —he ent his ꝛvord, and healed them, au 
delivered them from their deftruftion. Theſe verſes 
fang, and prayed over them, particularly on the lag 
verſe. I got ſome freedom or enlargement to plealſii i 
with him, that he would make it out, in ſome mes. 
fur, in his ordinances, private worſhip, or public. f 
Ah re beiag ſermon at Eagleſham, by one Mr. MW t 
ſon, this 1 took for a kind” of prelude of ſomething t 
to follow: Accordingly, after he had prefaced ven t 
pertinentiy on Pial. Ixxii. 13, 14, 15, 16. concerning fi 
"the poor and needy, &c. he read theſe very tuo f: 
verſes, which I had for my exerciſes, above noticed, in 
in the 2d'of the Song, laſt verſes, My Beloved is min, H 
umd I am his; and this being brought ſo furprizingy WW th 
Forth, I knew not what to make of it, he went diſtincth gi 
*thbro', ſhewing that it was the langaage of an appro-ſſ la 
Priating faith, that the believer was Chriſt's, and be as, 
and all he was and had was theirs, in his perſon, of in 
Hces, ſufferings, titles, relations, brother, huſband, 
Friend, &e. was theirs, which greatly refreſhed me, 
namely, on the laſt verſe, concerning the thadows 
fleeing away, when, after mentioning the judgment 
of ſome, concerning the ſhadows of ceremonies, us. 
der the Old Teſtament diſpenſation, being now fled 
away, he came to the true meaning of the text, that 
all'theſe ſhadows of ſin, ſecurity, darkneſs of the 
mind, deadneſs in religious duty, prevailing of cot: 
ruption, and relapſe into ſm, worldly mindednety 
mould flee away, when the day ſhould break unte 
the poor der * foul, with which uy 
much affected. 
In the N his text was in 1 Tim. vi. 12 
Fight the good fight of faith, in which I found arioth 
ſubject no leſs ſuitabie to my cate. Here he held: 
"three general heads: 
I. What we were to fight againſt, viz. Satan, fin 
tue world, falſe ſpirits of error, and fears of death. 
11. How we were to fight, or by what we were ie 


tw 1 


vM-fight and overcome; that is, by the blood of the 
Lamb, the power and Spirit of God, the Chriſtian 
- armour mentioned, Eph. vi. and the word of Our te- 
ſtimony. In the 

1. Head, he ſhewed what was knported by this 
fight: 1. 1 he cauſe was good; Chriſt was our Cap- 
tain. 2. It was a honourable and reaſonable fight; 
the victory was annexed to it. He laſt of all offered 


fipht; all which I heard with great pleaſure and fatiſ- 
tion, particularly in the application, when ſpeak- 
ing to thoſe who experienced any thing of this fight. 

He exhorted them, though they ſhould ſall — 
their ſpiritual enemies feven times a- day. never to 
give over the combat; they ſhould- be victorious at 
laſt: and gave ſome marks of thefe fighters; ſuch 
as, when wandering thoughts on the Lord's day, and 
in duty, were a grief to them, though they could not 
get quit of them. This mark I thonght I could ſet 
my leal to: but, when he came to give that as a 
mark, a true love and reſpect to all God's holy laws, 
and his word, then I found myſelf far out: Oh! 
thought I, I never could win to this! He pave ſe- 
veral other marks, wherein I found myſelf maſt 
lame and defective. And then concluded with a 
word to thoſe. who knew nothing of this fight of 
ath, that they would flee unto Chriſt without any 
urther delay, and to lay hold on eternal life. But 
ere | have to lament, that, although I never heard 
days work with more ſatisfaction; yet the enemy, 
Ind my own wicked heart, ſoon marred all; fo that 
124 £01 not well ſay, whether it was like the feed 
wn by the way -ſide, which the fowls, or Satan, 
one and picked up, or that ſown amongſt therns, 
Neon ſtony places, which had not root, and the tires 
{the world ſpringing up and choked; ſuch frames 
"bg but for a very ſhort time, and then they wore 


$4 and vaniſhed; and {till I thought all was going 


two reaſons, why the Chriſtian warfare was called:a * 
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to wreck, the ſtream would run in the old channels 
gain, with that man, whoſe /af? fate was worſe thay 
 #he fit, or of thoſe, of whom it is laid, that having 
begun in the Spirit, end in the fleſh. 5 
| Formerly | obſerved, that 1 could not, in reading 
or ſinging, apply thoſe texts, concerning the wicked, 
unto myſelf; but thoſe relating to the exerciſes of 
the children of God, I ſtill thought there was ſome. 
thing in them ſuitable to my caſe daily: But now! 
Joſt all application for the moſt part in this, and be- 
gan to doubt, that what tenderneſs of heart, and other 
exerciſes, taken from ſcriptural grounds, had been Heco 
mere deluſion of Satan, that grand enemy being per- 
mitted, in. God's juſt and divine ſovereiguty, for ny 
many great fins, and long obſtinacy, to deceive me 
fo that I ſhould be carried on in a ſtupid and fecun 
ſtate, till death made a final concluſion or determi 
nation in the matter, when all remedy ſhovld be ir 
recoverable. Some of fhe principal reaſons that « 
curred in my mind, at different times, were ſuch co 
theſe: 1. I had never been ſuitably affected or grievihrit 
for fin, with ſuch a conviction as they requird 
2. What tenderneſs of heart, and what I took i 
the aſſiſtance or working of the Spirit, by the inſti con 
mentality of the word or ordinances, in duty, was. 
a fhort continuance, and fo feldom. 3. That In 
ver could obtain a due fear, reverence, and apprehWpir 
ſton of the majeſty and greatneſs of that Divine! 
ing or 'Frinity and Unity of perſons in the GodheaWpir 
in all my exerciſes, in way of duty, ſuitable unto Hotte 
dignity of that Being [ invocated. Indeed, 4 had it 
my complaint and petition, in almoſt every ec 
duty before the Lord, that J could not be duly? 
-fe@ed and prieved for my fins, and that he we 
bring me to a right and true fight and ſenſe therUid!e 
at length, having Mr. Parking's Cates of ConſcieWoſt 
amongſt other practical pieces, one Sabbath, Im 
mine eyes upon theſe ſections concerning true hr: 


CI 
» WW jiation, repentance, love, and new obedience, to- 
pether with the diſtreſſes ariſing from a divine 
temptation, wherein he differently gives it iu the trial 
that muſt be made, whether the party which is un- 
der ſuch temptations, hath in him any tokens of grace 
or not, — a grief, becauſe we cannot grieve for ſin, as 
we thould, a ſcrious will and deſire to believe and 
repent, a purpoſe to fin no more, and ſuch like. The 
firſt of theſe, though | take it to be almoſt the low- 
eſt mark in a believer, yet I would gladly have nib- 
bled and laid claim to it, as it had fo long been my 
complaint before the Lord. For the ſecond, being 
reading through Mr. Welch's forty-eight ſermons, a 
book moſt uſeful, ſweet, and comfortable unto me, 
toming the ſame day to theſe, from the twenty-firſt 
cuWto the twenty-ſeventh, on Divers Points of Religion, 
in Sermon XXIV. he comes to what is the leaſt mea- 
ure that God beſtows on his own, that is, ſome kind 
f hungering and thirſting for Chriſt and his righ- 
eouſneſs; and though thou wenteſt to thy griv 
mth no more, (ſays he,) I can perſuade thee, thou 
alt be filled with the joys of heaven at laſt. And 
a this, and the foregoing ſermon, when ſpeaking 
oncerning temptations, and diſtreſſed ſouls, how far 
believer and a reprobate go together, and in what 
ey differ, when trying the marks or ſtamp of the 
ppirit, if ever one has had it; the firſt of which is a 
Wit blindneſs, a felt hardneſs, a felt abſence of the 
Whirit, &c. He ſays, once and again, if ever thou has 
ten theſe things, or felt this light, though it were 
ut once in thy lite-time, thou mayeſt be glad, (ſays 
i) for in all thy temptations, God ſhall be with 
dee; and I know well theſe are choſen to eternal 
ſt; and I know that they ſhall be crowned with 
leſs glory; for the gifts and callings of God, lays the 
octle, are avithout repentance, which fomewhat calm- 
"my mind, anent the firſt two particulars. But, 
be third, I bad heard Mr. McMillan, junior, the 
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two preceeding Sabbaths but one, from that text, i; 
Ghorify Cod with your ſouls and bodies, which are th. 
Lord's, - wherein he treated of glorifying God in his 
divine attributes, viz. truth, juftice, goodneſs, mer. 
cy, omnipotence, and omnipreſence, in which he in. 
ſiſted on a due apprehenſion, and thoughts of the 
| Ereatneſs and majeſty of God; which made me to 
conclude, it was a very difficult thing to attain uns 
to; but, this day, caſting my eye alſo. upon that {ec 
tion in Parking's Caſes, upon that queſtion in his 30 
book, How God is to be conceived in our minds, 
when we perform any ſervice or worſhip to him, 
wherein | found ſuch rules in that queſtion, and the 
following chapters, concerning inward and outward 
worſhip, as almoſt made me conclude, that I never 
had had any right or due thoughts or apprehenfions 
of that God whom I had worſhipped at all; and {of 
all t had performed, or the beſt of my performances, 
behoved to be but ſplendid fins, which again gave 
me ſome thoughts of mind; but I reſolved to conti 
nue in duty, and to wait for the Lord's aſſiſtance, in 
this particular, if it would pleaſe him to enable me 
to what | found i had been ſo much wanting in, and, 
with the Lord's ſervant of old, I beſeech thee, fhew me 
thy glory. At the ſame time, I was ſomewhat com- 
forted with the fore-named ſermons of Mr. Welch 
wherein he deſcribes theſe four different claſſes; 
1. Thoſe that feel wrath, that is, the terrors of the 
law, and yet are not under wrath. 2. Thoſe that 
feel no wrath, nor yet are under wrath. 3. Tho; 
that feel no wrath, (that is inſenſible and harden 
ſinners,) and yet are under wrath. 4. Thoſe thay 
feel wrath, (awakened finners,) and are under it, &6 
Of the ſecond ſort alſo he makes four kinds: 1. Some 
whoſe hearts are. opened, as Lydias. 2. Some, 0 
troubled with terror, but receive the ſincere milk ( 
the word. 3. Some, who has had a law work, bol 
are got beyond it, and ſo feels no wrath. The. 
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ort, which is moſt difficult, who are not much mov- 
ed either with the ſweet ſenſe of God's mercy, but 
is appiy the promiſes; nor are they touched. with the 
 Wwant of God's wrath and bitterneſs, yet believes all 
2 God's curſes and threateninys to fall on the repro- 
e 


bate, neither feels the angry face of God, ſtriking a 
fear. in their ſoul, for fin; nor his ſweet mercies al- 
luring them to love him again for his goodneſs. In 
ſuch caſes, it is hard to perſuade, that the Holy Spi- 
tit can dwell with ſuch; and yet he gives theſe marks 
ſrom a reprobate; thou ſhalt know it by this: the 
ecurity ot thee, that art a chiid of God, it is a ſeen 
and felt ſecurity, a ſeen and felt hardneſs of heart; 
ara tou ſeeſt and feeleſt it, mourneſt for it as thou canſt, 
&c. which I would gladly have hoped to have been 
my caſe, as I ſtill found ground of complaint 6f theſe 
Pefore the Lord. — The ſame ground of comfort 1 
had from - what he ſays on the Chriſtian Armour, 
dermon XIV. on the Girdle of Truth, when giving 
he mark of thoſe who have the truth, or worſhip in 
ncerity,—ſays, tell me, if thy inner man ſays to the 
Lord, I dare take thee to record, that the thing un- 
tr heaven I would gladlieſt do, is to pleaſe thee in 
by worſhip; and my conſcience bears me witneſs, 
hat | would ferve thee in the truth and honeſty of 
heart, —all which I endeavoured to expreſs over 
a prayer before the Lord, at reading thereof. if 
hou haſt ſo much, fays he, then thou haſt truth. 
While in this ſituation, | heard Mr. Steven at Bal. 
ry Mill in Finwick, where he lectured on the New. 
th, from Chriſt's words to Nicodemus, John iii. 
nd preached from Chriſt's words to the woman who 
ud the bloody iſſue, — Thy faith hath made thee whole. 
Ldoctrine ran thus, That free and ſaving faith, 
ich was the gift of God, was inſtrumental in mak- 
g whole from the diſcaſe of ſin n 
. He ſhewed what this faith was. | 
IL How it cured the diſeaſe of fin. 
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III. And what was imported in the text, which r 
be ingroſſed into the application” o.. 

In the lecture, though he preſſed more the nece- n 
ſity of regeneration, than ſhewed the marks of ban 
ing it, yet 1 got ſeveral things to render my caſe fuWt! 
- ſpicious. But, on the 24 head of the doctrine, when 
 ſhewing that faith was inſtrumental in making one! 
apply the threatenings of God's Jaw,—to flee to t 
blood of Chriſt,—to. cure the obſtinacy of the wilhhm 
and affeclions, to mortify fin, to withſtand Satan ſu 
temptations, to be ſubdued from the luſts of the 
fleſh, the cares of the world, &c. I found myſeif ii] 
more deficient in theſe things, 
The preſbytery had appointed the winter faſt ſoon. 
er this year than uſual; at leaſt one was kept, No 

vember ioth. But, on account of public markets, | 

ſuppoſe, Mr. M Milian, ſenior, and the north fide 
olf Mr. Steven's congregation, kept their diet the 

Thurſday, that day eight days before. I had all; 
long, from the ſudden illneſs that I had, had in thi 
hay ſeafon, had it in my mind to keep a day. fo 
private thankfgiving, for my recovery, and -otherli® 
mercies received and enjoyed through this feafonf 
but had hitherto been retarded. I now took the of 
portunity to keep this day in private, both in way ol 
bumiliation-and thankſgiving, as our public faſt. v 
to be next week. The cauſes that I propoſed to my 
Felf, for faſting and humiliation, were the addition t 
the former liſt of cauſes, viz, deadneſs of heart an 
frame, under all the means of grace I enjoyed, Carl 
nality of mind, — the caſe of my family not being 
promiſing in a proſpect of religion, in heart and lik 
as I could have wiſhed—the prevailing and increup# 
ing fins of all ranks of profeſſors, particularly 00 
own denomination, who gave recent proofs of the 
unſtedfaſtneſs and untenderneſs in the cauſe of Chilled 
both as to point of teſtimony, and immoral practice 
Theſe for thankigivicg, were tis Lord's great goon 


* 
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ves towards me and mine, and the lands in general. 


in railing me up from the gates of death, preſerving 
my family all in life and health, feeding us with a 
more plentiful crop than we at firſt expected, woridly 


Lord's averting of threatened judgments upon theſe 
lands, notwithilanding of the former perſonal, fami- 


ne : g Safi TOrF 
ey, and national fins noticed. In this-exercile, as for- 
I merly, 1 begged the Lord would determine me to 
wellfEfuitable portions of his own word for my affiſtance. 


According!y theſe came in my mind, when | awaked 
in the night or morning, Pal. xxxvii. 8. Fret not thye 
H in any wiſe to do evil. This i found to relate to a 
orcumſtance, which I had for ſome days been in a- 


No ent a certain thing, IT apprehended, would fa 1 out, 
s, herein ! might be caſt into ſome inconveniencics, 
GdeMWoth ast or elgions matters, and outward charges, at 
the rhich I was lice to repine and grudge, athough I had 
ne whole hand in it myſelf. Another text prefented 
 thefWtſelf to me, which I found, 1 John ii. 1. If any man 
„ fol, v0 have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt 
ther righteoug. This I endeavoured to make my foun- 
aſon tion of plea through the whole exerciſes. As the 


ormer words related to a particular circumſtance, I 
ded to them theſe texts in the 2d and 34 of the 
levelation, Remember from whence theu art fallen, and 
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vil Rd me. The humiliation work went on very hea- 
tice), fo that I was obliged to add another cauſe, that 
good to lament and _ before the Lord, that 1 


rmons of Mr. Welch's on the firſt of theſe, which 
fre uſeful. It were needlefs to go through the 
ferent exerciſes in order, or weak endeavours in 


rate in the morning, and then proceeded to fing, 
ad, meditate, and pray over the different parts of 
Epture, in much weakneſs, branching out as the 


things proſpering better than deſerved; —with the 


thy firſt 'avorks.— Hold faſt, and repent, &c. ſome 


de way of duty; only, I began with my ordinary in | 


ure of the ſubject required, and as the Lord ena- 


4 r 2 
r - = 


— _ * 8 
— ith RA AID na Me Ln _ 
= 


t es J : 


could not mourn over theſe evils, and to ſupp!icate for MH 
the grace of repentanee. In what reſpected the other MB 
branch, thankſgiving, [ choſe the 103d Pſalm from IIa 
the beginning, and Moſes' Song, Deut. xxxii. where. 
in I was ſomewhat enlargad, more than in the other; Iv 
only, when pleading on Pſal. xxxvii. 8. for an out. Nie 
ate, | think I got this, —Theſe enemies which thoy 
haſt ſeen, ſhalt thou fee no more ſer ever. I think, on te 
| the back of this, the beginning of the 8th of John; br 
| being my ordinary in ſecret; upon reading theſe v. 
words, Woman, where are thine accuſcrs ? hath no mai 
condemned thee? She ſaid, no man, Lord; and Jeſu 
Jaid unto ber, neither do I condemn thee ; go, and fin no 
more. There came ſuch an unexpected melting of 
heart, that I could not refrain weeping, plezding in 
Prayer with ſome encouragement of :ſſurance, that 
the law, mine 8ccuſer, was now put to ſilence: lor 
Jy Jeſus had faid unto me, from this word, neither dj 
condemn thee: but then I found it would be beyond me 
power to fulfil this laſt part, viz. the injunction, 95 
and ſin no more; which put me upon a new errand ii 
bim, that l might be kept, in ſome me-ſu:e, to ling 
to the praiſe of free grace, and glory cf his ever lf 
ſed name, not only in keeping. me from the prevail 
ing power of fin, but that ever he favoured me witl 
his own blefl:d word, and had made that and othe 
parts of it ſo delightſul, ſweet, reſteſhing, and com 
fortable unto me, in the houſe of my pilgrimage. 
_* The Sabbath before the public faſt, from the dil 
tarice, and other circumſtances, I had little or fi 
thouphts almoſt of attending the public ordinance 
till ſinginꝑ theſe words in private, after | roſe in tb 
morning, Pfal. cxxxii. 7 We'll go into his taber nac ii 
and at his footfioct bow, Gc. and reading the laſt Mae 
the qth of John, And he went beyond. Jord in, and ma 
believed on him there. Iheſe texts, with other circun 
\ "Ntatices, reſolved me to go. Ihe lectute was in Rune 
ic. upon election or predeſtination, aud the text F0 
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Heb. xi. 16. But now now they deſire a better county. 
Being on the fame text the Sabbath before, the two 
laſt heads of the doctrine, viz. 


what reſpects it, or heaven, — be called the bet- 
ter country. 

la the firſt, it was but a Wort; and I think A faint, 
on Wrepreſenta'ion that was given. lo the laſt, be was 


\n; Wpretty large, ſhowing that it was a moſt plorious—it | 


ele vas a pure—a -peaceable—a beautiful country, the 
inhabitants were cheerſul, ever Gnaing; they were 


it was a durable and laſting place of habitation. In 
the time of the doQtrinal part, I was much troubled 


this glorious theme; but, coming to che application, 
amongſt other things, he obſerved, for a mark, that 


ever they might be otherwiſe carried off in a world, 
times; which reached a reproof unto me, who pro- 


thought lutle, O! too little, on this heavenly Jeru- 
lem, which made me conclude, that though I got no 
more there, there was a need or cauſe why [ was de- 


lion, upon this day's exerciſes. 


matter of exerciſe of 'contelRon; was, Iſa. i. 5, 6. The 
Wl heed is ſich, and the whole heart is faint ; from 


there is no ſoundneſs, G. And here, both with re- 
A erct to perſon, family, party with whom Þ was con- 
netted, and the nations in general; I knew not where 
0 begin, nor make an end.— Phe other text, for 


ne now on ſaſt-days, was, Heb. ix. 14. How much 
text? 
H 2 


How it might be faid to be a country; 2 in 
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mitorious, with palme in their hands; and, finally, 


with wandering thoughts, through Mmattentiveneſs to 
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hole who were really travelling to this country, hows. 
yet they would be ſtill thinking upon this country at 
Wi:1:d to be going there; and yet I was fenfible, thar 


ermined to attend, contrary to my Previous inten- 


On the public faſt, the words I was led unto, as t 


the ſole of the fot, even to the crown ¶ the head, 


ircual pardon of fin, | was led unto in private, as uſual with 


tore ſoall the blood of Chriſt, who through the cn. 
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Spirit, offered: himſelf without ſpot unto Cod, to pur 
God; which { endeavoured, in prayer, to plead as] 
ground of acceptance before God. — When i came 1 
the public, | was ſomewhat ſurprized to find the ſany 


that in 1 John, i. 7. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt, bu 


the guilt, the pollution, the tyranny, and prevalency 


by the ſufferings of Chriſt, the merit of bis blood 
and its virtues, when applied. 5 \ 


to the human natute; that it was pure blood;, that ü 


could cleanſe. 2. Faith's application and union with 
Chriſt for juſtification. 3. SarCtification of lite, &c 


heads. I was made, in prayer, to doubt if any thing 
but a deſtruction or cutting off of my Jiſe could cui 


your. conjciences from dead works te ſerve. the l. vii 


portion ot ſcripture, Ila. i. read out for lecture, aul 


Son, cleunſeth from all fin, read tor tex, which had 
been one of the ſormer texts of exerciſes to me ont 
former gecaſion of this nature, and that text above, in 
Heb. ix. 14. being more than once expte ffed through 
the courſe of the day's work. The dectrines, if! 
miſtake not, was: . 2. 
I. What the blood of Jeſus cleanſeth from, viz 


of hn and Satan. 1 0:45, 
II. How this blood cleanſeth from all fin; that wat 


HI. Waat made this blood, more than other blood, 
cleanſe from all fin, v;z. the Godhead being united 


Was ſhed voluntarily; that he bad power to lay dow! 
Eis life; that it was his own property. | 
IV. How to apply this blood. FR 
1. Conv tion ic; tin; to ſce there was no other blood 


On the Sabbath following, I was ſomewhat dull ig 
going the courſe of duties, as to their ſpirituality. | 
continued on imfloting the Lord, to keep me from 
carnal, ſinful, wandering thoughts, and my prev 
minate evils, having in the week paſt ſhewed thei 


them; yet I would fain hope, againſt f:nfe, that a 
ter lo many petitions to the Lord on that account, 
ſhould, even on the banks of mortality, get an out 
gate from them. Before I went to bed, taking 
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Mc. Gouge's Directions how to walk with God ali 
the day long; and running over the right keeping of 
the Sabbathb,. I was, in ſome meaſure, conſcientious 
unto myſelf, that | had been, in ſome meaſure, ena- 
bled unto the things required as to the external, al- 
though far behind as to their ſpirituality : however, it 
yieided ſome peace and comfort of mind unto me, and 
more, that 1 had not been fo much mcleſted with 
wandering thoughts on this day; elſe they had paſſed. 
more 1mperceptibly unto me, which could not be 
ſeen. I lay down, and when I awaked, ſome thoughts. 
concerning the glory of heaven, and the great privi- 
Jezes of them that were admitted there, came into my 
mind, wilhing that I; and her who lay beßde me, 
might be admitted into this glorious company. This 
led me back. unto myſelf, as to my preſent condition, 
wherein that portion of ſetipture, which I had read 
in private, and pleaded upon on the Laid's day; but 
not meeting with that melting of heart ['withed from 
, John xi. 43, 44. Jeſus cried, Lazarus, come forth, 
and he that was dead came farth and Jeſus ſaith - 
unto them, looſe him, and let him 90. This came into - 
my mind with:great power and enlargement of heart; 
with that other text. Pſa l. xci. 15, 10. He fhail call 
upon me, and. Iwill anfwer him; I vill be with bim 
n trouble ; Iwiil deliuer him, Dd honour him; with. 
ng li fe will 1 Juſtify him, and ſbeu him my ſalvation. . 
ere |. found a. promiſe which reſpected ihe whole 
ie, death, and falvation of a poor periſiiug i inner, 
keing into Chriſt: bis callmg upon him iu the 784 
hy ot converſion z bis anſwers unto him; and after 
Nerds in all his Ane es; to be with him in the 
bay of trouble, to deliver him; and then - Nane u If 
bee, yet in the world to cone, and fornatimes 
oth - and whet more? to fist him with long. lite, 
det i is, die old or young, to be ſatished; it 1s the 
drd's time, a good time, longin to by ſraed i rom 
bs wreſtling, fighting stete, with à wicked buer!, a 
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ſcames Jever bad, I think, except one, formerly men- 


tioned, wherein I thought | could call God my Father, 


fee Jeſus; theſe two ſcriptures folely determined ni 


Tete text was Heb. iv. 10. Let us come boldly to th 


uno th's throne of grace. 
III. What was imported by coming boldly mi! 


1 1 5 - 
wicked wars; and temptiug enemy; and what te. 


compenſed all, I will ſhew him m y ſ#tvation ; ; be ſhall b 


behold my countenance, and dwell in my bleſſed preſena Wi: 


for ever. Theſe ſcriptures, with that mentioned e 
Hove, John viii. concerning the woman, which e. fe 
turned with much power into my mind, made me, if a: 
that I could not contain m1 {eif, but was obliged ton: 


communicate ſome of my thoughts to my wife; tho. 
in much referve as to myfelf; which diſcourſe was al: 
ways much pleafing to her. This was one of the bel 


Chriſt my Beloved, and elder Brother, &c. I now be. 


gan to conſider, that a true and kindly repentance, uv 


grieving for fin behoved to flow only as an eficct of av 


. faving faith, union, or cloſing with Chrilt. But, ot!Mecv 
and alas? this frame, through my miſconduct, and bal 


guidrog, continued but ſhort: O ſhort! we are pcon 
wavering, unſtable Creatures, even a full ſea, and mul 
of necethty ebb'again. 

- On the Sabbath morning new g. ſermon bein 
in Darve), the day being (hort, wiih ttormy weatben 
and a dark moon, I had no thought of attending; 
but that word coming into my mind, — Vhoſcevel 
will not go up to worſhip the King, the Fac of Hiſt bu 
at Jeruſalem, vpn him ſpall be no rain, | hele wort 
reeurring oft in my mind. When in ſecret, thel 
words in John xi. being my ordinary, Sir, we usul 


to go to the place. 'T went; the lecture was in Un 
xl. 1, 2, 3, Kc. Comfort ye, comfert ye, my people, Ch 


e of grace. The fubject treated of, was: 


I. Some of the properties of this throne. 
II. What was the foundation or baſis of omit 


Au, out of neceſlit, — 


2 N 1 

All which I heard with ſome degree of pleaſure 
ee the Lord, in his holy ſovereignty, was plea- 
ſed io deny me burt I had prayed, withed ſor, and 
expected; the cauſe, no qusſtion, proceeded from my= 
ſelf; but he is a free agent, comes and gors, gives 
ne Ml and withholds, when be pleaſes. Bleſfed be his holy 
name: I defire to wait when the wind will blow, 
bo an! to ſay, with the ſpouſe, Awale, O north wind; 
al: WM come t bu ſouth wind, and blau upon the garden of my 
belt. that the ſpices there may fl;w out, that is, by 
en⸗ Hide cooling and warming beams of the Sun of. Nis ke 
her; MW tcouſnels. f 
be. It having been my cuſtom in ſummer, — 
„al den no ncceſfary buſineſs intefventd, (rmilat to 
of aſW what is recorded of the earl of Argyle, who was exe- 
o!Mcated at Edinburgh, 168 5,) to take an hour's ſſeep 
after dinner, and, in winter, an hour, or more, alter 
ſeven o'cleck at night, except the Sabbath, and faſt- 
lays, which oceaſioned me to. be more apt to lye a- 
vake ſometimes in the morning; and, being ſomes 
what carried in my Cogitations, it was difficult for me 
0 fix my mint upon any certain divine ſubject, for 
any tolerable fpace: I had fome ſcripture texts, as 
they occurred in my mind, as a matter of meditation; 
but ſtill ſomething un profitable intervened ; for, if not 
hnſul or carnal, yet unnecefiary thoughts preſented 
themſelves; 1 therefore took up a reſolution, towards 
the end of this year, (though not excluſive of ſcrip- 
ture medhation,) to begin with the Shorter Cate- 


al 


n laetiſin, and a queſtion in the morning, for a matter 
e, EF conſideration. Accordingly began; and, althcugh 
to feund the very firſt queſtion contained the ſubſtance 


al the whole, reſpecting man, boch ſor time and eter- 
** Cloriſy Grd, and enjoy him for ever: and then 
he ſcriptures were the only rule for this, both as ta 
ith and prackice; yet, when I came to What is God? 
Vas altogether put to a nonplus; my thoughts were 
ale funk into an occan, wherein could find n 
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bath morning of this year, I came to Hat is Santi 
Feation? This put me upon a fecond ſtand, finds 


-» 


rained to ſay, Lord, give me to wonder, love, and 


prehend; for never to have an end was a great my 
ſtery; but, to be from eternity, or eternity itſelf withy 


Wherein I was ſome how led out to think on the ſul⸗ 


and him crucified, than what I: formerly had attain 
unto, but nothing to what | would have gladly bees 
at; yet this followed that in the portion of ſcripture 


theſe words, And be ſaid it is feniſbed; and gave- 1 
_ the.gboft, which had much impr-ffi>n on my mind 
for the time; but the ſame day, being inqu:h ive to 
find out ſome circumſtanc:s as to the time of out 
Lord's ſufferings, I took up 2 DiQtionary on the Bible 


upon every part of it, what. he did and ſuffered for 


mort, O ſhort in their continuance! only this word] 


I gave over the exerciſe. 
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betzinning, end, fide, nor bottom; and fo I was con, 


Praiſe, that which I can neither underſtand nor com: 


out beginning, is what man nor angels can never un; 
der ſtand nor account for: however, upon the laſt Sab. 


ing it the moſt difficult part of the Chriſtian lite, 


ferings of Chriſt, as a help for ſanct-fication, or mots 
tification of the luſts and corruptions of the heart and 
life, in which 1 came to a more ſettled view of Chill 


which was my ordinary this morning, were 


and went over the hiſtory. of his ſuffe inge, whick 
made my heart riſe to ſuch a degree, when thinking 


poor ſinners, miſerable and helpleſs finners, of whom 
I could heartily ſubſcribe myſelf one, that Iwas made 
to burſt out in tears, that L' covid -ſcarce read an 
longer, but endeavoured to tur: it to matter. of prayel 
and praiſe, for the time; though theſe times were bil 


—The Spirit of Cod reſteth upon you, came to m 
mind, which L expreſſed with much carneſtneſs elt 


This year being expiring, and notwithſtanding m 


daily requeſt unto the Lord, as enabled by bim, ng 


Go, ſubduing, and moriifying grace, yet my, uns Ih 
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corruption?, particularly my predominate,” as the 
templation proceeded from one of my greateſt com- 
forts 12 life, arid from an excefs, and not from that 
which was unlawful in itſelf, yet.they ſtill overcame 
me more unperceivably, which made me teſolve to 
ſet ſo ne time apart in the beginning of this year 
1786, both on account of this, and to take a review 
of my conduct of life laſt year, both in reſpect of ſins 
f cocmmiſtion and om:ſhon. 
xccaſions delayed, on acc unt of buſineſs that inter- 
:n:d. I ouce thought upon the ficſt day, then the 


bis was on different 


it Eusſday, yet did not engage in the ex-rciſe that 


lay, not knowing but one of my intimate acquaintan- 


es would come from a diſtance, as was propoted, 
hough the t1.ne was not ſet, to review ſome papers 


f contendiags, however he came not, but one of the 
oung Burgher miniſters, (Mr. Sairra, afterwards 


aded in the ſouth-eaſt country,) an elder, and ene 
four own folk, came from Finwick this day, as 1 
ad got ſeveral viſits from different miniſters and re- 
xCtable perſons this way. At laſt, I reſolved on 
hurſday, January 8:b, to enter upon the exerciſe, 
though with many ſears, and that upon a twofold 
count: 1. Although I may ſay that my beſt days 
id been referved ſor this time, ſince I had been de- 
mined to a more cloſe exerciſe in the duties of te- 
yon, had been Sabbaths and faſt-days, and in which 
enceavoured to take much delight, as J found cut> 
ad and ordinary employments were great hinderan- 
sto a walking with God in the Chriſtian life; yet, 
taoſe days I was moſt harraſſed by Satan, and my 
u cor: up: heart, with wandering thoughts; and, 
den I was not a- tacked with thoughts carnal, wick- 
b and atheitlical, then thoughts concerring things 
at were lawſul and neceſſary on other days imme- 
rely ſtarted up, and preſented an idea of theſe 
Ws unto my mind, which made me both glad and 
ad, upon the approach of ſuch days, glad for their 


exerciſe, and the more as my frames were ſo bad, aj 
ſo various; for, thought I, if ever the Lord did 
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return, to be employed in religious duties, and afraif 2 
that fin and Satan would prevail through my care 


Fg | ; ul 
and unguarded diſpoſition. 2. I was jealous over u. 
ſelf, on account | ſhould be found far deficient in thy 


000 
unto my fou!, fure ſim and Satan would not be ſuff.r 
to prevail over me thus; which not only diſcouraged 
me in duty, but made me almoſt think, that not wi 
ſtanding my endeavours to ſtruggle againſt them, 10 
daily ſupplications to the Lord for ſtrength, and thi, 
ſanctifying influences of the Spirit, that ſure my ſup 
Flications were not right, and ſo I ſhould be totally s 
vercome, and my laſt ſlate fbouid be worſe than th 
, ac I have already, on a fimilar occaſion, hinted 

All I ſhalt narrate concerning this day's exerciſt 


nate ſome of the cauſes 1 condeſcended upon from u: 


Tience; ſome of whom were, on ſimilar ogcafion 
expreſſed; and the principal portion of ſcripture 1e 
determined unto as the ground of the work. Ti 
cauſes were, 1. Some, or the prevalency of my pred 
minate luſt; and corruptions. 2. Carnal, wander 

and wicked thoughts on Sabbaths and fait-daye, at 
hen attending public ordinances, in the time of fee 
eial, family, and ſecret duties. 3. Formal, dead, aff + 
 lifelefs prayers. 4. Want of a trut hatred at fin, m. 
Satan, though the primitive ſianer, or author of 
5. Want of a due meaſure of grief for fin in mit 
family, or others. 6, Neglect of patental or relal 
duties. 7. Was with reſpect to public affairs in ni 
gion, they grew fill worſe and worſe, in ſo mit 
that I was, in conſcience, obliged, about this time, 
leave the ſociety; ſome of the cauſes of iheſr, 11 
to be want of true love and z2al for God, and bis 
ry, too little of the awe and dread of his Divine 
zu, power, omnipotency, and omnipreſence Why: 
aving of which might, or muſt be, notable helps 
an antidote againſt committing fin, —7 houg God 


E 7 7 
„ne, faid Hagir.— And ball I do this wicked thing 


ia Joſeph, and fin againſt the Lord? The text 'of 
ene inſpiration which the Lord brought into my 
1 ind, or ditected me on this occaſion unto, was,. | 
//, after | was turned, | repented: and after 
oba / was inftrufted, | ſmote upon my thigh, I ua 
med, &c. Vhis, upon ſearch, I ſound to be in Jer. 
bei. 19. They /Þ2/l come with weeping ; and with ſup- 
uM /icotions will I lead them ; l will cauſe them to walk 
the rivers of waters, in a ſtraight way. Here I 


\nl 
old not help obſerving: 1. That there could be no 


fuWruc and evangelical repentance, and mourning for 
ly Wn, but in virtue of being turned to God, and uni- 
| 18d unto Jeſus by a lively faith; — After I was turns 
reli, I repented. 2. That wherever true weeping or 
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ourning for fin, and ſupplication to the Lord is 
und or promiſed, there is alſo the healing waters of 
e Spirit for cleanſing annexed to them;—7] will cauſe 
em to walk by the rivers of waters, in a flraight_ 
jay, But here 1 found, it was an eaſy thing to make 
formal confeſſion of fin by far, than what it was ta 
dergo a true goſpe] repentance; for, when I came 
try myſelf by ſome of. thoſe of whom, 1. A godly. 
row for fin, 2. A boly indignation and hatred 
it, whether in ourſelves or others. 3. A fear to 
mmit fin. 4. A longing to be freed, not only from 
reigning power, but even in ſtruggling againſt it, 
be freed from a body of fin and death. 5. A boly re- 
nge againſt fin in every branch or breach of the leaſt 
Miele of God's holy Jaw, cc. 
As to the fi:it, ſecond, and laſt of thefe, though 1 
ud many times have gladly, with all my heart and 
„been avenged on myſelf, or revenged on theſe 
even to the utter killing and 1ooting them out 
body and ſoul, though it were at the expence of 
ward life, and all that was near and dear to me, 
hat God might be honowed, and my ſoul ave: 
gh the blood and merits of Jeſus Curiſt; yet, 
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| TeſpeCt to all and every one of his commands and pres 


deemer's blood and ſufferings. But O! the watt 
of a due mealute of theſe things! O! the cold, dead 
and lifeleſs duties, when the gracious influ-nces d 


to, or found iny acceptance wi: by and forgivenels fro 
| him on this occaſion, whether he ſhould be plesſedt 


L901 
found that. I was fo far deficient and wanting ef ir 


. godly ſor row for bn, and ſuch a degree of hatred ati, 


Al 
either in myſelf, or in others, as dithonouring to Golly 


| and a breach of his pure and holy law, that it becam W 


matter. of mourning, at leaſt I deſired of the Low 
that it ſhould be matter of meu: ning and ſorrow, ni 
me, that I could not, on right motives, mourn for, 


turn from, and hate fin as fin; indeed, for tbe n 
mark, 1 cefired to be freed from it; end tha: il the 


I. 6rd would ſubdue it in me, I was willing, or defired 
to be made willing to ſubmit cheerfully to whatever 
way or means his holy will and fovereignty ſaw mea m 
to accomplith it in me. I likewiſe deſired to haves 


cepte, on the terms and footing of the new covenant; 
and, to. obtain the defired end, I endeavoured to vies 
my. lf, and ſins, in the glaſs of God's word, the threa 
renings and promiſes therein, and in the ſea of a Re 


his Holy Spirit docs not come and blow upon the 
ſoul! Theſe worde, nc v- -rthelefs, I defired to lay c'al 


rant me a favourable return of his ſenſihle preſence 


(which, above all things, | defired, or not, at the timeMb: 


hoping for the happy eff t- of it afterwards, -as [ha 


no Matter or dy-defign, befides his giory, and tay owt 
good, in it. Theſe words were in Jer. xxx'. 33, Wit 
4 watl put my law intheir inward parts, and write iB 
in their hearts, and will be ther Gd and they Uk 
be my people. I will forgive their: -Iniquity, and will th 
member their fin no more, connected with RN Yin 

NT Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us f, rem our. ſinsii ly 


his ewn bod. Which were comfor:abl- t-xts, coul ec 


| have, by an applying faith, enjoyed co fort of his {:0fre 


fible preſence. | in them; but holy, juſt, wiſe, and g90F* 


5 I 99 -] 
im all bis dealings with me; tbe fault ſtill remains in, 

ti and proceeds from myſelf; and | deſire to ſay, he is my 

zog God, and Iwill wait upon him, my Father's God, and 1 
ame will bleſs tim. Es ori „„ 
bor a few days after this, my frame was nowiſe no- 
, tafWticeable; only, I may ſay, that, for ſome time, I could 
for MM obſerve thefe two things: 1. That my conſcience im- 
A mediately upon the leaſt unguarded expreſſion, wicked 
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ares hd of the living, and place of hope; and much more, 
Rei chat he bad been good to me all my life, even when 
wan thoughtl:ſs of God, religion, and my own foul's caſe; 


ed me, and even in omitting any thing that was duty, it 


my, life, was not the cafe, or I was not fenfible of it. 
2. Vhar for the mot part praiſing work went belt on 
with me; and ſure never one had more reaſon to praiſe 
God than I, though there had been no more than his 


{eadWnot only fo, but had given me ſeveral warnings, which 


es e termin ated, in very remarkable deliverances; a few of 
whom, to the glory of his free and undeferved mercy 1 
mall hint at. And, _ TR WED KW Ian 

iſt, Aſter I had eſcaped with life and ſight, from the 


were none of the molt heartſome or. promiſing like, 2. 
timeM bout the age of eighteen years, I felt into a fever, and a 
bag lingering one, which at laſt threatened me with a kind 
ov ol conſumption{whick diſeaſe was not ſo frequent then 
u no in ſo much, as the phyſician, one Dr. Muir of 
bruntwood, . gniſied to my grandfather's brother, that 


the winning, as the proverb, or common way of ſpeak» 
„ng, is, or words to that purpoſe; yet the Lord merci- 
ans tf 
175 tontrary to the expeclation of ſeverals, for which I have 
8 1h 


Kath, ang} recover again. Jute — 


anal thought, or uncautionable action in life, check- 


would come ſoon upon me, which in the former part ok 


long-ſuffering and ſpiring mercy, that I was in the 


epidem ical diſeaſe or diſtemper of the ſmall pox, which 


ie feared me, that I was juſt betwixt the tining and 


ully interpoſed, and raiſed me from the gates of death, 


teaſon topraiſe him, who can bring eren to thy gates ot 
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. 28ly, And more remarkably, about the month 
June, 1781, having a. ſtrong young horſe, but not { 
_ * agreeabie in the cart as ſome; being bringing hong 
our peats, he got off, and broke the cart; 1 tepaiiel 
it, and yoked it again; but he being ſtrong, and! 
weak, and no proper thing on his head to commani 
him, when | ſet off with him, be got off again, ahi 
carried me at pie aſure on the benty ground, on whick 
1 kept my ſeet; but, turning with great fury and e 
locity toward the houſe, he came through a large dan 
of water we had, wh ch was not perfect dry, hard and” 
ſtoney in the bottom, | loſt my feet againſt the ne ol 
thermoſt dyke or fluice, againſt which I was driven: 
wich much fury; I let the grip go, and the cart- whecli tt 
went over me: I lay ſometime inſenfible, but coming 
to myſelf, I found I was much hurt, but in a hopeſul tt 
way; whereas, had the cart been loaded, or the horſei 
feet come on my kead- or belly, 1 might have been 
killed ontright, and gone to eternity; and, oh! andſW"* 
alas! how unprepared! but glory to his Name for thi ® 
_ deliverance. —- Es „„ 5 

- 3dly, About the beginning of February, 1784, going 
to a correſpondent meeting in Darvel, in the break d 
a thaw, ſnow being on the ground, I was detained til 
dark night came on; the night was both wet and 
Miſty, they would have had me ſtaying, as ſome d 
| Darvel ſociety alſo wanted to converſe on ſome points 
with me; but not having adverted to this when 
came-from home, I could not well ſtay, but came off; 
the moon-light was weak, and the waters all coming 
down, with great difficulty, and a great deal of bout 
going, I got through the firſt water aboye Croilburn 
a good way; and then what we call Birkburn, which 
were all roaring as I approached them; at lak, 
ell wet, I eame to our own Burn, and thought to foot 
it at a place Iv well acquainted with; 1 {et in, and 
though the water was not deep, yet it was running i 
| boye the ice very ſtqct, and the ice being glide, , 
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rried me entirely off my feet; but Providence ſo or- 


F 
＋ dered it, that, on the ſame ſice, L emtered-at a brae, 
om the ice being broke, the water turned in like a whitl-. 


pool, to which it carried me about with it; at. laſt, I 
got hold of a raſh buſh, on the brae, and got out: af- 


withal got home at laſt, with much di ons 8 
was another 10. narkable. deliverance. - 


Laftly, in October 1986, upon the Hon morning 


being uncovered, and not fully repaired, | va on 
the ground, chepping in a ſtone. with a hammer, n 


the top, unobſerved, and fell on my bead, above the 
right temple, and lid off, which felled me down to 
the ground; the. wound did bleed conſiderably, but it 
recovered in a few days; I was aſraid it had been a 

mean of benumbing my ſenſes; yet I have no tea- 
ſon to complain. Here my life was wonderſully pre- 


kal ny fore-head or crown, probably I had never ſtirred 
at off the place; but glory to his bleſſed Name, who cr - 
and dered it otherwiſe, for which, thou, my ſoul, praiſe 
e of fl hou the Lord; and while 1 being hare, [ will pratſe 
ont! my God! 5 

But, to return to my laſt mentiagd 3 of 


rupt luſts, vant of love to God, and a true fear and 
dread of him, became ground of complaint and pe- 


this I muſt record, that, in the beginning of next eek, 
being at my ordinary employment, I was thinki 


my mind, that, if the Lord would be pleaſed. to — 
Ne the victory over my predominate evils, I would be 
Yry glad and joyful. In a moment, like the twink= | 
bog of in erer theſe words came to wy mine, while 

2 


ter which, I bad to go a long way about, under the. 
lifadvantage of a great heavy wind and rain; but. 


my brother ſon's barn was burnt, being repairing en 


old gable on the eaſt end of the, houſe, white the top 


ſtone, - perhaps hx or eight pounds weight, came uff 


oi ſerved ; for, had it been a ſharp ſtone, or fallen on 


falling, it was noticed, that the prevalence of my cor- 


titioning to him, no viſible return I can relate; only 


Cr. tO ASS — — — — „ 


I-bad no thought of any place of ſcripture” at all, 
But rather rejoice that your names are written in heu- 
ven. This continued in my mind for ſome days, and 
itill it returned for ſome time; and, | think, on ite 
mor row, another text occurred, -u mecteſt him b 
repoicrft, and worketh righteou/ne/s, hieb 1 found] 
on ſearch, to be in Ifa, Ixiv. 5, From this ! found; 
there could be no ſolid joy, but in the way of righted 
ouſneſs: ;— but, for the firſl, 1 knew not- what to make 
of 1 it; 1 was wanting the ſubduing ef my fins. Hen 
is an intimation of a ſeal or right to the heavenly ine 
| keritance; thought I, it I could prevail upon myſelf" 
10:take this, for the Spirit's intimation, this was more Mee 
than 1 had been, for the time, aſking, though I had de 
many times ſuppl.cated the Lord for it; however, ! ic 
found out the place, Luke x. 20. The diſciples, upon et 
their returning, told our Lord, the {piiics were made? 
ſabjeQ to them. In the foregoing verſe was a molt" 
_ gracious intimation of overcoming grace and power: h 
Behold, I give unto you power to tread on ſerpent if" 
nnd ſcorpions, and over all the power of the enemy 
and nothing /ball by any means hurt you. I had been 
requeſling of the Lad, to be freed 850 the powef 
ol ſin and Satan; but here was no promiſes of beit 
akogether-fcred, but a ſufficiency of power that thile 
ſhould hot hurt them; and therewith a kind of res 
Proof: Not wit / Handing i in this rejoice not, that thi 
{pirits: are made ſuliject unto you; but rather refoice 
Oc. Here was more than they were dreamirg of, and 
what was the only ſecurity of ail, to be written amo 
the living in Jerujalem. I found the text wholiy füt 
able to what was my exerciſe: but O the 6Miculiy! 
to know if this was really intimated io me by tbe dpi 
ri of God, as 1 was ftill in ſuſpenſ-, and willed tobt 
guaided 2gainſt. miſtakes, it being hard ſometimes 10 
diſcern and determine betwixt the two jc1tioajidnl 
of the Spirit of this kind into the ſou}, and the org 
mon operations Ao wing or recurring upon the mes: 


* 
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ry, el pecially 3 in one ſo much n in ſeripture, 


50 ſerſion and non. converſion, as I had been for ſome- 
ime employed in: However, I muſt relate that to- 


wards the end of this week: One morning, after Ja- 
aked, theſe words came into my mind, without any 
1d; revious thought on the place at the preſent, Simon. 
te or of Jonat, loveſt thou me more than theſe® | took 
{his for a word of trial unto me, and my wife being 
er {$vaked, who was one, though quiet, yet always reli- 
ine 10s, and well diſpoſed from her infancy, which, a- 
es 1 could not ſay, though I had always had a te- 
bed to what was good, and ſome kind of love to 


nad eſe whom I took for good perions.— l put the que- 
„on to her, and demanded a poſi ive anſver; the mo- 
pon gellly refuſed at firſt; but, at liſt, 1 prepoſed i it imthe 


ve thee above all things in a world. Here my ſfor- 
er faſt day's exercifes recurred in that artiele, con- 
erning love to God; but what to make of it, I knew 


rely the reſt of the diſciples; and ſure nothing here 


wy. n earth deſerves more love than the ſaints, the ex- 
te. ellen: ones of the earth, where my delight is all pla- 
tee; yet, bere, love to Chriſt mall be above all theſe 3 
ice, I I can fay is, that, for a conſiderable time, hen in 
and eret praper, no ſooner did the word LOVE proceed 


222 Fox. But hers L fſqund it a dilkcule thing to 


10 t an awful inſtance of it, to my ſad experience, 
Ko er that 8 our Lord faid to Simon, Simon, Satan 
Ys.” 0 Aired ta: have yeu, that he may winnw vou. as 


Heat, J's. Might it not be preſumpticn to mention 
I 3 


and ho ſoul's exerciſes of o.hers, with marks of con- 


had in my own mind anſwered it, previous to. 
er awaking ; and that was, Lord, thou kaoweſt that. 
have deſired often, and ſtill deſires to be enabled to 


jot; only 1 found, that theſe there ſpoken of, was 


| my mouth, but as ſoon did: this: text preſent itſelf 
my mind, "hich L anſwered ſtill, Lord, thou Hie | 
that Fou thee above all things, and to go-to thee, wed 


alk with God, even when tbings are at thebeit; 1 
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I bad no thought of any place of ſ:ripture' at all.— 
| But rather rejoice that your names are uritten in bea, 
ven. This continued in my mind for ſome days, and 
itill it returned for ſome time; and, I think, on the 
mor row, another text occurred, —Theu mceteſt him that 
rejoict, and worketh righteouſne/s, which: 1 found; 
on ſearch, to be in Ifa, Ixiv. . From this 1 found, 
there could be no ſolid joy, but in the way of rightes. 
ouſneſs: — but, for the firſt, I knew not-what to make 
of it; J was wanting the ſubduing'ef my ſins. Here 
78 an intimation of a ſea] or right to the heavenly in- 
heritance z thought I, it I could prevail upon myſelf 
z0:take this, for the Spirit's intimation, this was more 
than I had been, for the time, aſking, though I had 
many times ſuppl.cated the Lord for it; however, I 
found out the place, Luke x. 20. The diſciples, upon 
their returning, told our Lord, the ſpiiiis were made 
ſabject to them. In the foregoing verſe was a moſt 
_ gracious intimation of overcoming 'grace and power: 
| Behold, I give unto you power to tread on ſerpenti 
nnd ſcor pions, and over all the power of the enemy, 
and nothing ſball by any means hurt you. I had been 
 raqueſling of the Lord, to be freed from the powet 
of fin and Satan; but here was no promiſes of being 
alogether-fceed, but a ſuſſiciency of power, that theſe 
ſhould net hurt them; and therewith a kind of re- 
proof: Notwithflanding in this rejoice nat, that the 
{pirits:are'made ſuliject unto you; but rather rejoice, 
Gc. Here was more than they were dreaming of, and 
what was the only ſecurity of ail, to be written among 
the living in Jeruſalem. I found the text wholiy fur 
able to what was my exerciſe: but O the difficulty? 
to know if this was really intimated io me by tbe Spi! 
tit of God, as 1 was ftill in ſuſpenſe, and williech to be 
gvarded againſt. miſtakes, it being hard ſometimes 10 
diſcern and determine betwixt the two iutimafibns 
of the Spirit of this kind into the ſou!,”znd the'gom> 
mon operations 29Wing of recurring upon the meal 
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ry, eſpecially in one ſo much c2nverſant in ſetiptute, 
and the ſoul's exerciſes of o0.hers, with marks of con- 
verſion and non · converſion, as I had been for ſome- 


time employed in: However, I muſt relate that to- 


wards the end of this week: One morning, after I a- 
waked, theſe words came into my mind, without any 
previous thought on the place at the preſent, Simon. 
fon of Jonas, loveſt thou me more than theſe® | took 
this for a word of trial unto me, and my wife being 
zwaked, who was one, though quiet, yet always teli- 
gious, and well diſpoſed from her infancy, which, a- 


Jas! I could not ſay, though I had always had a re- 


ſpect to what was good, and ſome kind of love to 
theſe wbom I took for good perfons.—1 put the que- 
tion to her, and demanded a poli:ive anſ ver; the o- 
deſtiy refuſed at firſt; but, at Laſt, l prepoſed it im the 
way I had in my own mind anſwered it, previous to 
ber awaking; and that was, Lord, thou knoweſt tbat 

| have defired often, and ſtill defires to be enabled to 
love thee above all things in a world. Here my ſor- 
mer faſt day's exerciſes recurred in that artiele, con- 
cecning love to God; but what to make of it, l knew. 
not; only I found, that theſe there ſpoken of, was 
ſurely the reſt of the diſciples; and ſure nothing here 
on earth deſerves more love than the ſaints, the ex- 
cellen: ones of the earth, where my delight is all pla- 
ed; yet, bere, Hove to Chriſt muſt be above all theſe; 
all can ſay is, that, for a conſidetable time, hen in 
lecret prayer, no ſooner did the word LOVE; proceed 
ia mj mouth, but as ſoon did this. text preſent itſelf 
in my mind, which L anſwered ſtill, Lord, thou: hie- 
of that F love thee above all things, and to go-to thee, my 
big joy. But here IL fqund it a diſſicult thing to 
valk with God, even when tbings are at the beit; for 
got an awful inſtance of it, to my (ad experience, 


fer that; ns out Lord faid to Simon, Simon, Satan 
laß Hired to have you,. that be muy win you as 
wirat, &c, Might it not be prelumptien to mention 


This inftance from blefſ:d Jeſus' words: for, on tl 


1 

very next Sibbath morning, I endezvoured to bei 
the day with God: I called on him as foon as I an; k 
| Ked, and endeavoured-to meditate on heavenly an ai 
ſpiritual things, although I ſound my mind till eu » 
ried off; after I roſe, I renewed my petition to thY| w 
Lord for help and ſtrengtb, to go through the day g. 
exerciſes ; after which, going out to ſecret duty, iff re 
ſing, read a portion of the word, and pray, as uſual d. 

An ſecret, in the morning, for ſome time; but, on th {: 
way, eſpyipg fomething that ſeemed to be ſfomewhaiff 22 
'deſtroyed by the negligence of ſome cf the family ii x: 
the night before; and it being a certain thing 1 will S: 
ever careſul of, my corruption roſe, which diſturbe tr 
me; l endeavovred to ſuppreſs it, went to duty; anſW vs 
though it went off, yet I found, to my fad experiereſ he 
I had yielded too far to it; for, before night, the ſam ly, 
_ _ circumſtance, throngh their heedleſsneſs occurred, de 
almoſt the deſtruQtion'of the article. I was too za 
ous for, though it was but very trivial, Satan, and u in 
on heart, brought me into a moſt terrib'e congition 
I Tendeavoured to ſuppreſs it, but in vain; I was brovgi ha 
to that, that I did fear, leſt the Lord ſhou!d lay ſolliff op 
- vifble ſtroke upon me. I was rezding on a ten ide 
- anent the covenant, on David's ſalvation and de«fif'to 
I uwent out, but was afraid to pray; at Jaſt I venture vet 
and fell flat on the grcund; 1 could ſcarce lift be 
mine eyes; I cried to the Lord for re lief and pardoſ lat. 
I continued for ſome time; things grew ſome betiꝗ pu 
yet I found it hard work after warde; and the mei his 
though | had always deſired to perform every dui” wh 
virtue of an union in, and application to Chrilt Wh «dj 
faith; yet it rs obſerved by divinee, that without . | 
ing Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and bis Spirit, attempi ! 


love and ferve God, will but ſtir up ſinful luſls, inſ . m 
- of ſtirring up to new obedience ; thought I, no 1] 
and Satan's temptations are more violent (though Wl the 
ſo often) as ever ; only from the laſt citeumſſarceſ 1 
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aw, that the few following leſſons might be learned: 
. That perſops internal frames of exerciſes of this 
kund bears a very near ſimilitude to the external forms 
and frames of the ſeaſons in the different turns of the 
a weather 3 for ſometimes a. very tempeſtuous week, 
will have a pleaſant ſunny blink on the Sabbath; a- 
gain, at another time, a week tolerably good and ſe- 
rene, will have a moſt ſevere blaſt on the Sabbath 
day.* 2. That whatever good frames one finds him- 
{:if in, he has no reaſon to glory or boaſt; for the more 
zgreeable it is, he has the more reaſon to, be on his 
{ guard; for the more will indwelling corruption, and 
Satan by his temptations, ſet upon him in an hour of 
tral. 3. That every thing of this nature ſhould learn 
us to avoid the like for the future, and not ſuffer our 
ne hearts to be carried off by any worldly thing, eſpecial- 
ly, by things of ſo little conſequence ; although levi- 
dently ſaw, that the evil one ſeemed to have a molt 
active hand (by divine permiſſion, for ſome wile ends) 
in it. . 

mio On the next Sabbath, Mr. MeNIillan was at Eagleſ- 
doe bam; L reſolved to go, defiring the Lord might there 
Wy open up my caſe, ſo that I might be able to ſorm ſome 
ea idea of my preſent condition, which I now had grounds 
to ſuſpect my ſtate as much (as | apprehended) as e- 
tue ver. He lectured on Zeph. i. 1, 2, &c. and though 
i be applied it to the preſent time, pet not ſo particu- 
do fly as I could have wiſned: But, what made for my 
dete purpoſe was in the ſermon, which I was waiting for; 
mei bis text was, Gen. xxxi. 13. 1 am the God of Bethel, 
u where thou ancinted}{ the pillar, and where thou vous 
rill e a vow unte me, e eee 
ut i in profecuting of which, hefe 
op 1. Shewed what we are to underſtand by à Bethel 
ies 8 

2 1088 . What is imported in his being the God of Be- 
ab del to his people. He e eee 
acc 1. Shewed, it was theſe manifeſtations that he made 


% 
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of himſelf, by his gracious ra, upon the hearty of. 
his people. 

2. The gracious communications betwixt him anj 
bis people, in their various exetciſes, which or dinari- 

Iy was by his own gracious word brought into theit 

heart and mind; and this preſuppofed, that they bad 
been previouſly made ſenſible of their loſt fate, and 
brought 1 in to cloſe with Chriſt. 

3. That ſlill, after one of theſe glorious manifeſla 
tions and communications of God's prefenc-, by the 
means of the promiſes of the word, they had been in 

a very forforn and helpleſs condition; fo it was with 
Jacob, when he vowed this vow; and fo it was now; 
but ſill greater trials from crof: 4 'fpenfations, deſer- 
tion, and Satan's temptations; or both followed upon 
the back of thefe manifeſtations, which called every 
believer forth, to be upon their guard, in making 
_ Progreſſion heavenward, in preparing for ſuch ſtormy; 
for Jacob had now the worſt of all juſt before bim. 
And could I have been really perſuaded, or had had 
no ground to ſuſpect myfelt for one now formed in 
Chrift anew, by a lively hope, 1 ſhould have conclu- 
ded, that nothing eould have come nearer to my calc 
and ſituation than this. But oh! thought I, lam fir 
_ deficient in conviction and converſion work; and if 
could have claimed that gracious intimation of afſu- 
tance lately mentioned, — Rather reoice that you! 
. names are written in Laden, could I ever have been 
left to fall in to ſuch a ſituation as this? 

The II. Head ſhewed, that it imported God's 5 
; idential hand in and about his people, in HOP git 
different caſes, ſituations, and conditions in the worly 
wherein his angels, which afcended and deſcended a 
- Jacob's ladder, were inſtrumental. 

A. It imported, that his people were in corens 0 
wich bim, whatever their frames were, that thejrfls 
was fecured. 


3. They were a people ander v 0 God; 4 a 


E | 

Whit he ſaw and took much notice in their vowing; 
ad that they ought to pay what they had vowed, 

oth baptiſmal and perſonal, or in the Joins of their 

athers; all which yielded much comfort to every child 
God. But my loſs was (till to conclude myſelf ſo, 

ſte 


| rall that the Lord had done for me in all theſe re- 


a, 


Ts. . . 0 . 3 
He applied in ſome inferences to ſaints and ſianere, 
nd exhorted to flee into Chriſt, and caſt all ou: fal- 
ation on him,—which, in the, mean time, I endea- 
cured, in the Lord's flrenꝑth, to do; and, if i periſh- 
d, 1 reſolved to periſh at the foot of the throne of his 
jercy, where I think never a poor ſenſible ſinner yet 
znſhed : But O! my want of a true ſight and ſenſe of 
own wicked and deceitful heart, which had carried 


Ie eff lo many times, after many ſuch reſolutions. 
"i Be held a diet of examination on the Menday; Þ 
ui ended; he treated on the Spirit's application, and 
mie different parts of effectual calling; and if his Sab- 
1 ads fermon was ſomewhat comfortable unto me, 


lis was diſcouraging, when I found my ignorance | 
this gracious work upon the foul and that after alt 


1 e various exerciſes | had come through, and fallen 
Ki, | behoved, yet to learn at the ſchool of ce 
0 ne experienced lively Chriſtian's. life and converlas 


in, ; | 3 
li bad b-en ſome exerciſe unto me, for the want ok 
due meaſure of conviction, or godly ſorrow for ling 
| formerly have noticed; I found from ſcrip: ure, 
Uthe ſaints experience, that in ſome, all, or the 5 
teſt flood of their convictions are in the begin- 


ary ap of their converſton, —athers get them in the pro- 
a of their ſanctification;—and many have their 


ing, reading, believing, &c. as it were, mingled © 


"IF" drops of terror; —yea, ſome has it reſerved for. | 
WD a5 ic were; in the lalt hours of their life, | Bur 
151 de. or what way, if once in the covenant, all 

. 


: well.— We have it related of a great divine 


1 } 


ene Mr. Leaver, who prayed for ſuch terrore; that he 
might know whai they were, that the Lord's people; 
often were made to complain of; and it is faid, thx 
the Lord anſwered him to the full; ſo that he went cf 
the ſtage of time, forbiddiog all men to be too intenſ 
on terrors of the law; which. 1 took for a cavutior 
But now this began to appear in apother view; ih 
| is, hardneſs of heart, thai I was plagued with, eſpecial 
Iy, that I could never be grit ved as I ſhoyld be, for 66g 
particularly the ſin of my nature, orig corruption 
which made fanCtification work flow in Progreſs ; th 
mortification of fin, I now found to be oe difficulf 
work than ever | apprebended, being but one conti 
nued combat or conflict betwixt the fleſh and the fi 
tit; and even I ſound from God's word, and the.ca\ 
of his people, that ſome one fin or other were Jeſt 1 
try them; the Canaanite behoved to dwell in the lan 
Rill, until a final ſeparation of foul and body, to-t1 
the graces of the Spirit, and to make the poor fightir 
belicyer have many errands to bim. This made m 
almoſt conclude, when I found indwelling corruption th 
and predominate luſte, remaining, but ſometimess 
ter they ſeemedalmoſt dead, to riſe fo ſtrong upon n 
| that grace pould not exiſt or dwell in me, and fo, 
| brhoved te be a delufion. I found this objection 
mongſt others, well arſwered by Mr. Dickſon, in 
Caſes of Conſcience, and the famous Mr. Broun, 
his book, Chriſt the Way, the Truth, and the L 
in thi, as we cannot expect a full conqueſt of 
body of death, ſo. long as here; ſo we cannot 4 
pts foll victory over any one luſt, which we eine 

ve been troubled with: A believer may be ie | 
from groſs ouibre: kinge, which once prevailed, u or 
ter, from an cpen denial of his Maſter z yet he [el 
diflitm ulation z a predominate may lye dead for en 
time, and tir, or Satan may cauſe an attack on? 
ther quarter, where the temptaticn lies, and-that! 


ter may rage woſt by 1ufts and temptation. ae d 
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ion, "when he thinks he is to be expelled, aud 
fouble the believer moſt when he is to be put out of 
Wis ſtrength. One, ſay they, (which I think a belie- 
er may confirm by experience,) may be growing in 
mace, when, to his apprehenſion, he is going back- 
nad, and doubting of their growth therein, thinking 
eruption is ſtrongeſt,” when making moſt noiſe, 
phereas it is from their my more ſenſible of it 
an when in a natural ſtate. Sanctification does not 
mhſt in a man's freedom from ſome. corruption; 
vr there may be ſome corruption one has a natural 
xclination to, whence wreſtling and proteſting againſt 
ren an overcoming corruption, (ſays Mr. Brown,) 
y evidence more of grace, than freedom from ſom > 
il men are leſs tempted unto; nor muſt we thin! 
rruption is always maſter of the ſoul, when it car- 
eh the ſoul headlong at a time; a ſoul may be car- 
ed off ſo, that he may be laid on his back ere he is 


mare; it is much if the ſou] dare enter a proteſt and 
ent againſt what is done: Every believer attains. 
Wit the Nie meaſure of others; nor even in himſelt 
4 il times alike; ſome of the reaſons given, are from 
\Y 


| foul's not laying the whole weight on Chrift, for 
fification as well as juſtification, a ſlackening in 
ies, or laying too much weight upon his own 
geh, in duty, of the number of duties, or to cha- 
tor ſome fin or negligendſgdſe. 
Matters ſtill continued, indwelling fin and corrup- 
u diſcovered i:{clf, in hatdneſs of heart, looſe and 
adering thoughts, eſpecially on the Sabbath, and , 
me or regions date. oo EEE IE 
loncluded upon a day for family faſting, upon the 
of April this year. I ſhall not relate the diffe- 
K parts of this exerciſe, further than to notice the 
den of God's word I was led unto, as the principal 
Mr of exerciſes, and ſome of the cauſes reſolved 
NM. The word borne in upon my. mind, on this, 
un, was, —The heart is deceitful above all things, 


And deſperatæh wic ed, uh can know it 5 - Thigh 


found, upon fearch, to be in Jer. -xyii. 9. whete| 10 
found many things, beſides this verſe, pertinent to mill 
purpoſe, and the cauſes reſolved upon; which, beſid 
others already related on ſimilar occaſions, were my! 
perſonal hardneſs of heart, unbelief, carnal wandering: 
thoughts in time of dutv, want of ſanctification n 

| heart and life, and-mortification of fin. For my U 

mily, they did not improve mercies, nor Hat mea 

the Lord beſtowed upon us, though ungrateſa] en 
his goodneſs, both as to our bodily health, domeſi}e" 
affairs, and outward affluence, and even bis goodneſ th 
in the ſpring ſeaſon, to the country in general: An 
which might be ſaid to proceed from the deceitful" 
neſs. of our heart, which opens a large field; all wih 

- Particulars T cannot here condeſcend_, to enter uponſW"'*! 

for God only knows and obſerves the diverſthed ne 

thods, that the heart of man takes in contriving u. 
bringing forth, and protecting fin, being above alfiff © 

things deceitful, never ſatished in contriving and pup": 
ſuing after ſinful actions; nor is the heart reſtrainadghf*® 
by engagements, mercies, or judgments. It manifelſ': 

itſelf in many particulars, fome of whom I ſhall, fta in 
experience, mention. It diverts from ſpiritual thin ad 
in preſent duty, by puſhing unto other things that He, 
even religious, though not ſeaſonable at the time ee 
leads to a natural and prefumptuous exerciſe of fai 
to divert from feeking after true faith ;—*ither dive" 
from performing duty, or, if not, inclines to relt 0 Pte 
duty; render, the mind ſtuggiſh and inat:eative.cone:- 
cerning God's divine attributes, and the worderf ad 
works of man's redemption ;—diſpoſes to reſt in fi. 


and fruitleſs attempts towards: recovery from bieil 
ding and ſpiritual deadneſs; —makes vs believe ti 
conſcientious conduct is Riffneſs;—:hat fin is 00! 
and duty ſin: —an imprudent paſſion, a ſet vent # 
for: God's glory; —extenuatipg of fin in ourfelvch< # 
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b pegravating it in o: dere, ſtrang-ly biding of wicked 
„a,, ſrom the ſhame and dat'ger attending thew. 

'Oa the afternoon of this day, when conſulting 
me of Mr. Gray's ſer mons, and o: thers, on marks 0 
me grace, repentance, and ſanctifica: ion of life, 1 
was caſt down, finding, that preſumption leads ſome 
dn even in an -unconverted ſtate, unto pretences ct 
higher attainments than ever I could attain unto, by 
parent marks of true prace, oppuſing of their ſin - 
ows and reſolutions, ſtruggling and avo'ding of 
emptations, a delighting in God's word, a 5 10 5 
this word, a rec2iving it with joy, delighting in o. 

mance, and the ch npapy of the faivt+, ardent zea!, 


nd ſuffering for Chriſt, much abounding and enlar g- 
wichhwent in prayer, ſtrong hopes of heaven, a remarkable 
pon alteration in aff: on and converſation, remarkable 


cquaintance with inward trouble and pie aſant fra nes, 
= ; 
04 the Sabbath morning r aſter this, beivg reading 
once rning the various ways and manner that Satan 
empts men, both in a converted and unconverted 
te; I was, in the mean time, like to be tempted to 
link, that it was a corrupt heart, and not Satan that 
WW hand; in the molt of theſe; but, before I went to 
ed, [got a ſad heat to my exp<rimmc?; for, going fo 
ecrer prayer on the very fame place, and when expreſ- 
Ing one of God's divine perfect. ons, or attribute of his 
mniſcient and all-ſceing eye, a moſt diminutive blaſ- 
de nous thought darted into my mind; much terror 
Ez pon me; I was ovliged to leave off, and cryto 
al for L= pie bat from his own word to enable me to 
edel tin, after ſone fruitleſs ſtruggles, my min! 
IX upog that expreſſion of cur Saviour's to Peter, I 
Mr vo. tan whe:ner it was pertinent for me or not: 
Get the behind me, Satan, for thru art an (Fence 
nig me; Hover, I could: get nothing exe, and was 
fade plead it, and repeat i: many a-time over, the 
Robes 'of tne temptation wore off; bu: it till re- 
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piogreſe, and foon was broken off by the vanity of m 


judgment, from the ſe words :—For we mit all appea 


May, I heard another on theſe words Ihe hingd 
9 heaven is braught nigh unto you. 


V+" — we 


Chriſt, to make that ſure we were doubrſul of, I cfl:yt 
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curred at eren times, for a conſiderable time af 
ter, which makes me afiaid to remember it. | 
leu ever, 1 continued under much deadn:f; « 
heart, in duty, and miſbelief; but O! carnal ai 
wandering thoughts therein moleſted me moſt of all 


—backwardneſs to ſelf-examination, and ſpiritual me 
ditation. When | «ſſayed any of theſe, I made ſma 


mind, lightneſs of heart, and roving imaginations; ant 
though L heard a molt affecting ſermon on the |; 


before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. In the mean whit 
oh how little impreſſion did it meke upon me! 
On the Sabbath following, being about the 1ſt 


The method was, I. The nature and Properties 0 
this kingdom of heaven. 
II. In what reſpects it was honda nigh- to ever 
leg of the goſpel. And, 
III. What was imported by its being brought: ni 
pnto, 1 
The laſt uſe of the Application, was an uſe of exho 
ation: 1. To them that were never brought nigh, 0 
into this kingdom. 2. To thoſe who had been breugh| 
wh unto it, but were now, through the prevalenc 
E t fin and corruption, made to doubt if they had bee 
ugkt nigh unto- it. I would gladly have gripe 

at this, if I durft claim any thing; and when he ac 
viſed and invited to make a full clcſe and ſurrender! 


to ſay 'Amen, ſo be it; I am willing; Lord, make m 
willing to be whatever thou wilt; let me be thine 


let me be brought into this kingdom of grace, kept ! 
it, as an exp- ctant of the kingdam of glory for ere}. 
' But ob! before I got home, Satzf1, but more eſpecial; 


my own corrupt heait, entered upon the old tchemt 


FE ere ©] 


oing out after this, 294 the order vain imagination. 
how long ſhall my glory be thus turned to ſhame? 
id be made like unto thoſe that follow after lies? 
mean vanity and vexation of ſpirit, I was very 
uch in the dark; for unbelief, wandering carnal 
houghts, prevailed more infenfibly ſtill upon me, ſo 
het the Lord's day, and other times ſet a-part for 
eigious duties, were not fo delightful unto me; ſo 
hat I ſtood much in need of that glorious driver, 
eprelented by the chariots of Amminadab. 

The ſacrament drawing near, which was to be in 
aleſham, it was agreed that Mr. Steven ſhou}d 
ome to my houſe, to give it out, as Mr. M*Millan 
ould not conveniently, That day two weeks, be- 
ag the Lord's day, in the time of ſecret duty, when 
upplicating if it were fo, it might be for my good, 
nd the benefit of others, that word did ſtil] bear 
yon my mind ſpoke to Zacheus,— This day is ſalva- 
lon come to thy bouſe, in ſo much as he is the Son of A- 
rabam. I looked upon this as a token of ſome good 
o me, or ſome of mine; yet found little naticeable 


bah to the eye of ſenſible enjoyment. His lecture was 
„la. Iii. 1, 2 &c. be is this that cometh f din 
ug lahm, avith dyed garments from Bozrah? De. It's 
ed 


ext was, Song i. 7. Tell me, O thou whom my foul ls» 
ff, 2vbere thou fredel, where thou makeſt thy Hock 10 
ſt at non, — from which was ſhewn: 

. Some of theſe reſting places for his people, VIZ, 
Lariſt himſelf, his ordinances + WORD, kee preach - 


ſe Ito, prayer, meditation, Ae, 

n . Of the food he feeds them with, Chriſt him- 
inge, the ar 

1 the arms and bowels of the N &c. 


It Some of the times and ſeaſons of feeding: 
lime of converſion, a time when darkneſs and 3 
els had prevailed, a time of temptation, defertion, 
perſecution, death, Kc. wherein ſeveral things. were 
table, I thanakit. eſpecialiy a time of deadneſs in 
ty, formality, forgetfuineſs, &c. 
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However, nothing occurred therefrom ſuitable 5 
my expcctation, which has not been the firſt of i 
diſappointments this way, the Lord being Sovereig “ 


in an iis ways; his thoughts are not as man's thouglin of 
nor his ways as Cur ways; but, bleſfed be his ho 


Name, his th ougbts and ways are all holy, gh on 
zuſt, and good. an 
As to the ſacramental occafion, I reaped but l 

for feveral rcaſoas I ſhall not here infill upon, part! 
the fault was my own; but there were a number I. 
5 grievances, and ſtiil incrcafing, both as to defeCtioniſ 
in practice, principle, aud diſcipline, beides inconſ the 
tencies in ternyof communion, which I ſhall refer WM 
a paper, al the deſire of tome, and for my own fat hea 
"faction, - I drew up bout tliis time, contaning fo! Th 
fourtech or fiſteen articles or particulars, which . 
38 in eetentis amongſt my other papers. 10 
Tbe text on tbe preparati cn day was in Luke wil - 
22 And ei there i #d oon. Ne 
© 1, For whom there is room. or 
II. Where this room was. the 
On the loſt- day Mr. Maſon axcached on the 
words, Jer. 3n. 22 en ve backfliding children, a thi 
T will beal yeur backflidings ; behold, vue come uni th the 
for thou art the Lord cur Ged. [ 
35 Head was on backſliding: 1. In . 2. en 
euties. 3. In practice. 4. In profeſſion, which 10! 
ſired to app ply.— Hc then ſpoke anent the way of 0 von 
healing in backfliding, &c. [ 
Mr. M*Nillan, junior, preached o on Tack. x viii. Hence 
Cn A away from y:u all your tranſgreſſi ons, 4 0 
have tranſgreſſed, and make you a neav heart, and a i kin 
bir it; for why will ye die, O bauſe 0 of I racl? Chr 
On tae Saturday, Mr. Maſon preached again ( 7 
( 


Pſal, ixviti. 9. Thou, O God, %% ſend a plenteous ret 
wherein he treated of the effuſion or down- - pouril 
of the Spirit.— lis I. Head was, in what reſpectt 
Spirit Was compared to rain. 


1 

P | Mr. M.Millan preached on theſe words, Eph iii. 

'WM 13. May be ables to comprehend, awith all ſamts, what is 

the breadih, and length, and depth, and . of the love 

of Gd. 

YU. M*Millan, fabive, preached the action ſermon, 
on Heb. xii. 22, 24- But ye are come unto Mount Zion, 
and to Feſus, the Mediator of the new covenant, and 70 

the blocd of ſprinkling, Sc. 

On Monday Mr. Steven preached firſt, and Mr. 

Thorburn concluded, from 2 Thefl. ii. 16, 17. Now, 

aur Lord Feſus Chrifl FRO i/elf, and Grad, even Cod our Hu- 

ther, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlaſting 
nuten, and good hope, through) grace, comfort your 
harte and eftabliſh you in every goed word and work, 

The different heads and branches of all which ſer- 

mons, were tos tedious for any thing of this nature 

v mention. 

About three weeks after, we had Sowa by My. 
deren, in our parith. at Collorie. The tem was in 
Muth xi. 27. All things are delivered * rae, of my Fu. 
ther, v7 f 

The doctrinal point was to this. — Tria all 

* being delivered to the Son by th Fabe 

the greateſt ground of believing in him. 
Heads: I. Shewing ſome of the Ve ar. res- 
ns of the Father's giving all power unto the Son. 

4 To ſpecify fome of theſe things Kain, do the 

on. 


Il. To ſhew the import of this as a ground of 


j. Nenconragement to belizvers. 
h On the 2d head, he ſhewed that all thi ings in the 
a lngdoms of grace and providence were de! ivered to 


Criſt; that all believers, the redeemed the cove- 


un int was put into his hand as Mediator; the world, 
read all things therein, were put into his hand, not 
ourißzzely as God eſſential with the Father, but by a de- 


erated power, as Mediator, in ſubſerviency to the 
good of his church; all things in nature, ſuch 4s 
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ſtormy winds, hail, rain, on the earth, and in the ſea; 


ne commanded the tempeſt to be ſtili, and there wy 


Aa calm; and they ſaid, Jha is this, that even the wind 


ebey him? All power in the moral world, and govern. 


ment thereof; not that the office of magiſtracy was 


formally derived from him, as Mediator; but he, 3 


Mediator, had a power over all rulers, civil as wel 


as eccle ſiaſtic, to make them ſubſer vient ſor the gool 


of his intereR, either to bring them in, or down, b 
tis iron rod, Pfſal. ii. and cx. otherwiſe how could 


he bring out men and women, who were the righto 


JubyzeCts of another, into his own kingdom, if he he 
no power over them as Mediator? It were very od 

{io to ſpeak) to ſay that Chriſt, as Mediator, {et uf 
his ſpiritual kingdom, the church, in the midſt « 
another kingdom, wherewith he was nothing cor 


cerned zin, or had not power over as Mediator; 


that he was not only made the head of the church 
but in all things to the church; that is, he hadt 
rule and Kgoyernment of all things in the kingdom 


providence put into his hand, even all the events th 
iall outiconeerning his church and people; he prel 


_ ded overdhele : I will /end the angel of my preſence | 


fare zeu, Se. He has allo the power of death, hel 


and She reſurrection, put into his hand, & c. I on 
mention theſe things on this head, as it was a co 


traverted point with thoſe in the Seceſſion. 
In the application, he again propoſed a free of 
of Chri lt, which, if my wicked heart deceive me ne 
(as it has often done,) I deſired, with my wh 
heart, to be enabled to embrace and cloſe with Ni 
laying. in effect, Lord, I am willing, or rather mi 
me willing, by thy power; Lord, I believe, help tk 
. mine unbelief. As to my caſe in general, deadneſsa 
formality in duty prevailed over me : I benefited 
t'e by attending public ordinances; ſome of myP 
cominate luſts allo ſeemed to have retained ther 
{ual ircogth, though in another way than forme 


er, 
lire 
Mat 


US 


oagh they did not point unto what was a direct 
vl breach of the divine law, in thought, word, or ac- 
4M tion, yet they attacked me in things, as formerly 
noticed, that were in themſelves lawtul; ſo that 1 
was the more inſenſib'y led into the temptation, and 
foiled, and in ſuch a way and manner, that the world, 
nor almoſt any other perſon, could perceive or charge 
me in thefe I was dilguizted with.,—Another thing, 
vain carnal thoughts about worldly things (till ere pt 
in upon me, and more, when as outward circumſtan- 
ces in the world (which was now become better, yea, 
no way deſpicable, for which I ſtill faw ground of 
thanktuin-ls to God) nowile laid me under ſuch 
temptations ; ſor theſe, and a number of other rea- 
ſons, lips, and perſonal faults and failings, made me 
ſet a part a day, about the end of October this year, 
br perſonal falling, humiliation, and crying to tlie 
urch Lord concerning theſe things, and likewiſe tor light 
d th ad direction from him, as to what was my prefent 
om buty, both in theſe reſpects, and what was of a move 
s th public nature, being providentially called out, at this 
preiWtine, to write ſomewhat on point of Teſtimony, and 
nce Mme principles of the od Difſenters, by republiſhing 
, beWihe Renovation of the Covenants at Auchenſaugh, 
Long nd Plain Reaſons, both in. a Preface and Additions 
a coo that Part on Civil Government, and fome Advices 
| tb Ditſenters in the Concluſion, 55 

All I obferve, as to the duty intended, was, that 
being de ſigned to take my ordinary in ſinging and 
rading, for ſecret duty in the morning, before I en- 
red more dircetly on the work of the day, taking 


E ofl 
ne nl 

Wil 
ch hit 


r müiadvertently another Bible, which was Captain Pa- 
elp Mon's, which I fometimes uſed on ſuch occaſions, not 
neſs tom any ſuperſtitious end, but only out of reſpect, 
ited Wd for conveniency. When I came to read that chap- 


my f ler, being Heb. x. it was awanting, on which I was 
their Wired, providentially, to turn back to the 5th of 
ormeWktthew, where I read, and fixed more particular ly 


. 
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dn theſe words, — Bleed are the poor in ſpirit, for then 
is the kingdom of heaven. Bleſſed are they that mourn, 
For they ſhall be comforted, — which proved ſomewlut 
_ refreſhing unto me through the day; and, having 
accidentally caſt my eye on a ſmall treatite of D. 
Owen's, entitled, The Evidences of the Faith of God's 
Ele&, which was providentially taken out of my book 
frame, and Jaid on the table in my little room, but by 
whom I knew not; I caſt, providentially, mine eyes 
upon the opening of it, on the laſt evidences, whie 
4 conſulted in the intervals of duty, through the 
.courie of this exerciſe; and from which, and thi 
F former words recited, I came to learn and fee, tha 
= the grace and duty of true goſpel repentance, did no 
4 alone conſiſt in fet times, days, &c. of confeſſing an 
mourning for fin; but that, though there may bt 
cauſes and occaſions of greater degrees, and higher 
exerciſes at fometimes than at others, as we are toat 
tend to duties according to, or as our circumſtance 
call for, fo that we may moſt glorify God, and ad 
vantage our own ſouls; yet, as to the habit or ro 
of true repentance, and in its fruits and effects, thel 
behoved to be a particular, prevalent, and conflan 
exerciſe of this grace and duty in all our p:r{orman 
ces of religious worſhip, even unto our lives end, th 
corruption of our nature, indwelling ſin, our da, 
flips, and breaches of God's law, requires it; ln 
much more one of my aged circumſtance, who ha. 0 
through the moſt part of my life, been guilty of Hinte 
many great fins before the Lord; and even, as \ 
outward attainments, might ſay, with Solomon, tht 
the iſſue of all was vanity and vexation of ſbitit, d 
with Jacob of old, Few and evil have the days of 
pilgrimage been; for which, and other reaſons, I 


be called forth, in a ſpecial manner, unto thus ext 
Cife all the remainder of my life. 3 
And though I did not attain unto what degrees 


true goſpel repentance, and godly ſorrow for fany all 
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nor heart tenderneſs, and ſoul contrition before God, 
that aimed at or deſired; yet, I was ſome how Jed 

out, this day, in ſecret prayer ſeveral times, (if it 
would not ſeem preſumptuous to relate it) to endea- 
your, in a molt lolemn and formal manner, before 
tie Lord, to renounce all my ſins, all my duties, in 
point of merit, and all my own righteoulneſs, 5a, 
every thing in and about me, in ſoul and body, and 
fully, freely, and for ever, to caſt myſelf over upon 
jeſus Chriſt, the blood of the everlaſting covenant, 
for forgiveneſs and remiſſion, for ſtrength to perſorm 
what duties the Lord ſhould require, for perfevering 
grace, and an everlaſting ſalvation, and deliverance. 
from the ſtrength, ſting, victory, and power of ſin 

even in this life. Here it was | came to underſtand, 
that the principal genuine act of ſaving faith conſiſts 
in chuſing, embracing, approving, and relying on 
God's way of ſaving ſinners, by the mediation of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, renouncing all other ways, methods, and 
means for obtaining ſalvation and eternal happineſs. 
And although 1 thought afterwards I could have an- 
lwered the following poſitions in the aflirmative from + 
my very heart: 1. Are you ſatisfied with God's way 
i laving finners by Chriſt, as propoſed in the goſpel? 
3. Are you latisficd in it, that it is ſuch as becomes 
da WCo1, and anſwers all the glorious attributes of his 


Wane, without any other way propoſed in its room? 
by } Can you commit the eternal welfare of your ſoul 
0! ento the grace and faithfulneſs of God this way, has 
as 


ing no defire to be ſaved in any other way? 4. Doth 
the plory of God, in any meaſure, ſhine forth unto 
Ju in. the face of Jeſus Chriſt this way? 5 Do you 
g Fu any ſecret joy in your heart, ariſing upon the 
wüestaction taken ſrom this way of faving finnexs.? 
Ext . Do you, in all your fcars, temptations, yea, in 
55 tach iticelf, reſa've to renounce all other relcrves, 
es Pi ways of relief, and to betake your conſidence to 
ax atone for ſalvation or eternal life? Yet 


1, 0 


of. 


the ſame, by flying into Jeſus Chriſt for the remis. 
Hoh thereof. The ſecond was the want of, or diff. 


dience, and feelings of being created anew in Chriſt 
Jeſus unto good works, having the whole law of Gol 


of his divine holineſs, the properties of which, are 
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<eriterion,. or mark of which, from hypocrites, is t 


thing that does not reſemble the holineſs of God i 
void many fins, but in ſome beloved one, ſimilar tt 


| becauſe contrary to the law and nature of God; 
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chere ſtood Nill two formidable mountains in my 


way. The firſt in reſpe& of a thorough convidtion a 
of my ſin of nature and apoſtacy, a due apprehen. ® 
Hon of the holineſs and purity of God, and curſe of 0 
the law in the nature of fin, and its demerit, with 4 . 
full conviction of actual fins of every ſort, and theit F 
aggravations, the ſenſe of the guilt of ſecret unknown . 
ſins, and proneneſs thereunto, and ſerious conſiders 4 
tion of the juſt judgment of God to be paſſed upon . 
me, or ſuch as come not to a thorough conviction of 8 # 


culty of obtaining, and proſecuting true goſpel ob- 


written in the heart, transforming it into the image Noir 


ſincerity in, and univerſality with reſpeCt to all the 
duties revealed and required in his word. The trut 


be grieved and ofended with one's ſelf, for ever) 


ourſelves or others. — The unbeliever will run thi 
round of many duties, but not every one; he will a 


Naaman, the Syrian, begs to be excuſed ; but trul 
faith makes one to hate all ſin, known and unknown 


love and eft;em all duty, becauſe God commands if 
and to endeavour to be holy, as he is holy, and tba 
purely out of a love and regard for all his precep! 
AI vill have reſpect unto all thy commandments. 
- One'of the ends of this exerciſe 1 was led unte 
was, that the Lord would enable me to ſhake myſe 
looſe of all worlity things, and 10 be ready to let 
mantle of all earthly enjoyments fall at God's con 
mand, his good time, when I muſt be called öff. tt 
Kage unto eternity: Let ſuch was the matter i 
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me, that it coſt me tears to think, that, as the wo- 
mul fruits of fin, my body behoved to go to the grave, 
ind lye and rot, ſo that for a time I behoved to be 


(eſitute of theſe bodily organs, to praiſe and mag- 
f nify the wonderful love of God in Chriſt, for what 
Ae had done for poor loſt ſinners —I was alſo made 
* 


to bewail myſelf, that ever I had fo ſinned againſt 
bim; yet | thought the more glory would redound 
to his Name, in my falvation, unto the endleſs ages 
of eternity; nay, had l been free of theſe, and had 
hal a good pracëtice to boaſt of, as I ſaw ſome do, 
perbap; I had been like the proud Phariſee, thanking 
Gol I waz not guilty of ſuch and ſuch fins, and fo 
had inſenfbly periſhed. to all eternity; ſo, under 
theſe conftderation*, I reſolved to ſubmit, and beg- 
red for contentment, ſpiritual and temporal, and from 


ſumption, pretending to that which I had no right 
unto, defiring, for a concluſion with the author, or, 
ther the poſſeſſor and practiſer of true godlineſe, 
o ſay or ling, ; FS. x 6 
True Godlineſs is come to me, 

And with him alſo, lo! I ſee, - 


il ö His glorious train, who will attend 

170 My precious ſoul unto the end. 

No day like this hath ever been, . 
* Content. with Triumph's enter'd in. 5 : 95 I 
& F II. | 


1th [ love thee, and admire thee too; 
What works remain help me to do. 


epi u chiefeft buſineſs it is done, 
5 Poſſeſs rhe houſe which thou haſt won. 
Une a 5 | 
5 Ihe fruits of conqueſt now begin, 


1: Content with Triumph's enter'd in. 
| III. X 55 * 
con 3 3 
5 if What this“! do not boaſt, what can it be 2 
—_— Remains there ſtill an enemy? 
* Indwelling fin mayes again. 


L 


being left to fall under a deluſion, by ſpiritual pre- 


: } 


in the occurrences of Divine Providence to me er 
mine, or of what he has done for me otherwiſe; ret, 


time and afterwards, it is a queſtion if | had ever 
wrote any thing of this nature, but altogether. omit- 


_ times, I will carry on, and ſhall only notice a few 0c: 


currences, not altogether in order of Toy but as 
they occur, to caſt them together. 


of them made ſome kind of imitating: that old hea 


mongſt Chriſtians) of obſerving a better meal on d 
about the firſt of January, commoniy called Ne 
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Have I ofercome all deadly oy 6623 7: 127 
And hall this old Man me oppoſe? | 
he fruits of. conqueſt now begin, W | 

, Content with Trium ph's enter d . 

N „ 2 „ 9 
1 mall, Vet ſure, be rid ef thee. 5 vir 
And then how. happy ſhall I be! 
When Godlineſs in me doth reign, 
Alone with his molt glor'ous train, 
And not a foe Gare once appear: 
0 then what triump' is | thall hear! 

3 5 

Sun man on earth more happy be? 
I peace poſſeſs, | glory ſeel. 

Sith God and Chritt with me doth Auel, 
I'm ſure of heav'n, and fav'd from hell. 
The fruits of eonque now begin, ; 1 

Content with Trumph's enter in, —Kract 
Although: we were ungrate! ful to the higheſt de. 
gree to conce al the Lord's loving-Kkindneſs, whethen 


I think, if days had not been otherwiſe than at this 


ted it; yet, being engaged, and hoping for bette 


About the beginning of this year, 1787, as T ha 
formerly been made to obſerve in the practice 0b 
many, even profetfors, and ſome Diſſenters, that ſomg 


theniſh cuſtom (firſt dedicated to the god Janus 
amongſt the Romans, afterwards creeping in 1 


Year's Day, likewile e what Was cage Ne 


* 
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Kew Year's Day Friday, (being the market-day in 
the place, in a ranting way, as well as for buſinefs. 
| found this to be quite diſſonant to the practice of 
ſome of the Lord's people, who were moſt exemplary ' 
for religion, who fet a-part this firſt day of the year, 
or a day as near it as conveniency could ferve, for hu- 
miliation and faſting before the Lord; which duty 
ws oft-times of great advantage, and bleſſed with 
ſucceſs in their Chriftian courſe. I therefore re- 
ſolved, this year, to keep a family faſt on the firſt 
day of January, being a day wherein we were lealt 
diſturbed by others, which practice i never ſaw the 
aſt ground to repent of. i need not relate the cir- 
tumſtances of this day's exerciſe. — After the example 
of the godly, and as a commanded duty neceſſary in 
the Chriſtian courſe, the ſubject-matter of exerciſe 
was, to recollect former ſins, both as to commiſſion 
nd omiſſion, particularly theſe in the laſt year now 
Bpired; and to beg of the Lord a true and proper 
mew of them, and grace from him to mourn over 
; orff:iiem in an evangelical way, in order to obtain fore 
preneſs, and to enable to enter upon another new 
ſear, under the divine influences of his Spirit, to 
rolecute a life of faith, and neceſſary dependence 
on him, for covenant ſtrength in and through the 
Irength and merits of our now exalted and glorified 
kedeemer. In this manner I often, if not always, 
ther obſerved a day, or at leaſt ſet ſome time a- part 
or this exerciſe, about this time, as near as could be 
pot a kept, at leaſt perſonally, after- 
wards, PSs ar | 


[ome As I ſaid before, I intend not a particular account 
head! every occurrence, or even a narration of the exer- 
ges of duty, only ſome things noticeable; for in- 


Knce, next year, 1788, one of our boys, had been 
Ircatened, for ſome time, from a kind of brief he 
dok in the night, while in bed, at firſt but ſeldom, 
* becoming more frequent, in about two months 


* 
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time, began to diſcover ſome ſymptoms of an ep 
lepſy, or what is called the Falling Sicknels, fron 
the checking of his teeth, his eyes and other mark 
pointing that way, gave us ſomewhat uneaſineſs; the 
more, that it was not an ordinary trouble; for, be 
ſides the great diſtreſs the perſons underwent, bot! 
from ſcripture and daily examples, it was {till though 
that, beſides natural cauſcs, Satan was, in holy pro 
dence, permitted to have a hand, or ſome power ove 
the perlons affected, from ſeveral circumſtances, Thi 
gave me the moſt uneaſineſs of all; I had endeavoy 
red to lay the matter before the Lord, as alſo, wi 
had applied and ufqd ſome external means; it ſtil 
continued, though i; a moderate way; this made m 
think of ſetting ſome, ſhort time a-part for prayero 
his behalf before the Lord, {beſides ordinary ſuppli 
cation in private duty.) I need not mention the mat 
ter of this exerciſe: I was molt importunate, that 
whatever way the Lord had determined, whethe 
dleath or life, that the Lord would keep him fron 
the power of ſin and Satan, both in ſoul and body 
namely, purge him of ſin, and give him a name 
mongſt the living in ſeruſalem; but I could no 
think that Satan ſhould be permitted to have power 
even in an external way, in this exerciſe. The 
words were brought into my mind, and were the ſu 
Je-matter of my plea before the Lord, which [coli 
Nantly inſiſted ppon at that time, and fance, viz. whel 
the prophet Gad was ſent to David, to propoſe thre 
things to him, for his ſin in numbering the peop! 
when in a great ſtrait for an anſwer, he ſaid, Let 4 
Fall into the hands of the Lord, for his. mercics are gre 
and not into the hands of men. So I deſired the Lor 
to take-him into his own hands, and never, for 0 
ſins, give him over to the power of the enemy, fro 
which! gained ſome hope, that the Lord would | 

racious this way; and O! how great arc his 40 
kindneſſes: Thoſe who furiake him, (or apply nor 
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kim, in the time of their ſtraits, forſake their own 
Mercy. OS . . 

in this year great part of our hay ſeaſon was not 
zzreeable for our purpoſe; we were caſt behind, and 
trouble became frequent amongſt many, ſimi'ar to a 
bal cold, called an Influenza, whereof a few died in 
towns; jul at this juncture my family was infected. 


unſances; but the diſtemper was very gentle; af{- 
er a few days it was over, and the weather cleared, 
md we got all things concluded in a moſt agreeable 
my. Here again was undeſerved mercy! This, and 
he doy's cafe ſeeming more hop?ful, with other rea- 
ſons, made me conclude on a day of family thank(% 


r offiving, for family mercies, before harveſt ; but not 
wlifWootaining it on different reafons, we ſet about it afs 


his occaſion, more than ordinarily anxious, leſt we 
hould be diſturbe3 by perſons coming in tranſientiy; 


ime that there were more came to the houſe. Hows 
ver, | think, (if | recollect right,) it was at this time, 


meaged in family exercifes, came in, whom we caus 
ed join us in this duty. However, I found my mil: 


cons avout the principal part, I gave way to ſueli 

wheſtoughits about a circumſtance; here my fears came 

three me; and here 1 was reproved, and made to 

0p-ira a leflon.; ſo that, on a family faſt after this in 

Let 1: (pring, I made it my care to act on the contrary 

10 td, indeed, I was fo favoured as to externals, we 
or 


r 008, who uſed to quarter with us, coming to us, 
tro ob{crved to fit down at a diſtance from the 
w ole, perhaps to fort ſome of his ſmall articles, till 
dinger the {un letting, ſo we met with little or no diſ- 
not dance. Here l have it to remark, that, if. we could 
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This put ine into a fear at this time under ſuch cir- 


Er harveſt, What makes me notice this; I was, on 
nd fo it fell out; for I ſcarcely remember any one 
lat, amongſt others, one of our ſociety, while we were 


like here, that, while I ſhould have been moſt anxi- 


ere troubled with none; yea, one, a travelling mer 
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ſtudy right motives, and what is properly the exer 
of our ſervice, as would be moſt glorifying to him 
elf, and advantageous to thoſe who fear him, an 
truſt in his Name. 5 


been a ſuiter to my eldeſt daughter, (who was bu 
about twenty years of age,) came to inſiſt upon mat 


clined me to decline conſenting for ſometime beſor 
this. However, he inſiſted, and it went on. — Abou 


gagements, in as folemn a way as we in a private ca 


Accordingly, a little before her marriage, we appoin 


Nions to be propoſed, in which I copied after thi 


this method with young ones, before their admilſli 
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ciles of prelent duty, he would ſo diſpoſe of us, and 


This ſpring, 1789, one who had for ſome time 


riage. This gave me ſome uneatineſs or difficulty 
one reaſon was, ſhe was but of a tender weakly con 
{t:tution, beſides ſome other ailments, which had in 


the beginning of May this year, her and my two el 
deſt lone, had never joined in church communion 
upon ſeveral reaſons and ſeeming diſcouragements 
and I could not-preſs them, though I never diſſuade 
them from it: And no appearance of things beinj 
got better, I now thought of appointing a famil 
taſt, and to cauſe them take on their own e 


pacity, and the circumſtance of things would admit 


ted a day, wherein, beſides the ordinary duty or ex 
erciſe of the day, I ſet about this, by telling the 
what was intended, and ſomewhat of the nature 
the thing, and then proceeded to the articles or que 


form that had been uſed in an adjacent pariſh, wi 
had of all the weſt country been moit punctual ! 


to the ſacrament, which was as proper and ſuitad! 
in form, as what J could have propoſed anew: tl 
ſubſtance, index, or import of which follows: 

1. Do you believe the holy ſcriptures of the 0 


and New Teſtament to be indeed the word of Gol pen 
and Teſtament of Chriſt, the charter of your prin: 
lar 


lege, the only infallible rule of faith and pradtic 


FB 
and the rule by which you are to be judged at' the: 
aſt day ? ? ; 
2. Agreeable thereunto, Do you believe in God : 
the Father, the maker of heaven and earth, who is 
finite, eternal, and unchangeable in all perfections, 
bleſſedneſs, and glory, and whoſe Kingdom and pro- 
dence ruleth over all? 
3. Do you believe in Jeſus Chriſt, his only. Son,, 
vr Lord, who came from the boſom of the Father, 
bo ſeek and fave loſt ſinners, to redeem them from 
kn and miſery, and to bring them to a.ſtate. of ſalva- 
on, by fulfilling all righteouſneſs in their ſtead, in: 
bis _ life, and ſufferings even unto-death 7 
Do you: believe in God the Holy. Ghoſt, the 

BY perſon of the ever. bleſſed Trinity, as the great: 
uncti fler of his church, and applier of the redemp-- 
lon purchaſed: by Chriſt, without whoſe gracious aſ«+ 
lance you:can do nothing chat! is f e good « or. 
cceptable to God ? 
5. Are you convinced that you are ſinners by na- 
wre and by practice, are guilty creatures before God, 

a loſt and periſhing condition, deprived of his i- 
ge, liable to the wrath and curſe of God, out of 


Join 
eich, by your own endeavours, you cantot: extri⸗ 
beine yourſelt out of this deplorable. liate of. lin and 


e ( ery? 
6. Do you, from the bottom of your heart, approve: 
and acquieſce in God's covenant: of pace and 
ace, which he entered into with his choſen from e- 
mity, that you have exhibited ' unto you in the go- 
e, avouching God for your portion, Chriſt as your 
itcty. and Redeemer, the Holy Spirit as your Guide 
| San&ifier, and reſolves to abide in this choice- 
ile you-live ?. 

. On the as hand, and in terms of 3 fm 
Venant, are you. willing to be, and live as his re- 
emed ones, to devote yourſelves to him as his pe- 
lar people and willing ſubjects? &c. & c. 
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pri 
Clic 


* 


fupper. 


day of the gladneſs of Chriſt's heart, and the (rien 


1 1} 
* 8, Do you now own the obligation of your baptifMoft 
mal vows and engagements, to be the Lord's, and acc. 
knowledge the equity and reafonableneſs of wha. '! 
your parents did for you in your infancy ? &. &c. Wand 
9. ReſpeRts the admiſſion to the Lord's table oH not 


e . che 
10. Is it not your fixed purpoſe to cleave to God - 
covenantz and whatever others do in a world, you 


will, by divine grace, ſeek and ſerve the Lord your 


God, and him only, renouncing all other lords ane 
maſters, particularly the devil, the world, and thing 
Heth, and that you will cleave to him with full pute 


poſe of heart, and endeavour after new obedience? Erſt 


II. Do ycu accept of Chriſt's people for yaur beWpity 


loved friends, firmly reſolving to join his little noch vb. 


&c. and purpofe, through grace, not to follow a mulWail 
titude to do evil, but reſolutely to avoid all tempta tar 


tions, fnares, and evil company, ſaying with David / 


Depart from me ye evil deers, for I will keep the cen ny 
mandments of my G? 

12. Finally, I it not your fixed reſolution to takilth 
up your crots, and follow Chrift, and his holy rei cut 


gion, whatever may befal you in the world, to fig tho 


the good fight, in oppolition to all and every tem ho 
tation, denying all ungodlineſs, and worldly luft bub 


live ſober y, righteoufly, and godly in this preſemi tha 


evil world, till God ſhall be pleaſed to take you oil in 
of it by death # x = OE 
And therefore I call heaven and earth to recor had 


rhis day, that the way of life and death, blefling ang con 
curſe, has been laid before you, and that you (proteFi | 
to) have chofen life; that you love the Eord your Goc 


obey his voice, and cleave unto himz— yea, you 2 
witneſſes apainſt yourſelves, that you have choten ! 
Lord to ſerve him. H there is joy in heaven over o 
that repenteth, as the father rejoiceth over one pr 
digal ſon, &c. Certainly the day of efpouſals is ! 


117 1 
frhe Bride groom muſt greatly rejoice likewiſe, & ce. 
xc. &c. | 


hal. Cheſe, and more, having been gone over at full, 
e. Mad ſomewhat bf the danger of being remiſs, though 


not called out at preſent to the feal of the covenant, 
the ſupper; yet the {ame duties were engaged unto, 
il relative, and abfoluteiy neceflary, in the Chriſtian 
courſe ;they were admoniſhed in as ſolemn a man- 
ger as the circumſtances would admit, and as the Lord 
enabled. After which, the whole was concluded. by 
inging and fervent prayer, as the Lord was plated 
to countenance, in way of devoting. them, and the 
reſt of the children over to him; and craving his 
ity, countenance, and direction in, and through the 
whole courſe of the Chriſtian life; that fo, having fi- 
diſhed it with joy, our feet, at laſt, might be found. 
ſtanding within the courts of the new Jeruſalem, 
And here, perhaps, ſome may cenſure this part of. 
ny conduct; but in this they mult take their free- 
dom. All I ſhall ſay, as a reaſon for my conduct, is, 
atho' I did not loek upon this to free me of parental. 
Cuties, even to theſe while under my hand, yet I. 
thought it might lighten and ſweeten it a little. And 
ſhould any ſay, I had no'Tight, it was miniſters and 
public perions, when admitting ſuch to the church, 
that this action belonged unto :—To- this F only ſay, 
limpoſed no oath, nor any thing more (if my treach- 
erous heart deceive me not) but what, as:a parent, I 


corfftad a right to do. And, amongſt all other. reeling, 
ang eonfu ions, on a retroſpect view of. my paſt actions. 
ofe Win lite, I have hitherto never had the leaſt grudge or 
Coq challenge ſor what I did- in this. But rather, I was. 


teglipent, and has not done what I might have done 
"th reſpect unto my children, and other connections. 


r 8nd relations; for which J implore and beg forgive- 
pre zels from him, whoſe prerogative it is to forgive and. 
is Ups by tranſprefſion,. and. pardon fin, through the. 
Jen, 


«prevailing merit of hie ouly Son, our Saviour, and 
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ever. Amen. 


ing the different turns or diſpenſations of the Lord 


a molt agreeable way, to one of the fame profeſſion 
world; yet, if ſhe continued of ſuch a tender way, 


here,) what would the do? This had oft-times been 


words of ſcripture came into my mind, which had no 
anxious about. The words were, — Secret things bt 
long to the Lord eur God, but thoſe things that are reveal 
ed belong unto us, &c. connected with -Chriſt's own 


| Theſe ſcriptures J found to be in Deut. xxix. 29. and 
Acts i. 5. And here I found myle!f reproved, whic 


anxious afterwards; for, it The caſe had at any time 


a poor, worthleſs creature, be exalted. _ 


into the hidden myſteries of his providence. 


0 7 
the Spirit of all grace, one God over all, bleſſed- fort: 
1 9 — 5 in 


Sometime after this, while in bed one morning, 
and being thinking or meditating ſomewhat concern: 


holy providence, and adorable ordering concerning 
perſons and affairs in this world this, concerning 
my daughter's ſituation, though ſhe was married in 
and no deſpicable ſituation, or way of living in th 
(with ſome other circumſtances I forbear to notice 
matter. of thought unto me, which E deſired to com 
mit and lay before the Lord, who had hitherto done 


all things well for me. Suddenly. theſe two texts, on 


connection with the matter I was anxious, alas | too 


words, — It is not for you to know the times and ſeaſons 


had this effect upon my. ſpirits, that I was never {c 


preſented itſelf unto my mind, then theſe ſcriptures 
Secret things belong unto the Lor d ; it is not for you ti 
know the times and ſeaſons, occurred as frei as at firll 
and ſo my anxiety evaniſhed. If any thing be notice 
able here, let free grace, and God's goodneſs to me, 


at 


And though ſome may think the mentioning 0 
this frivolous, yet it may have its own proper effects 
whereby ſomething may be learned, if ſeriouſly con 
ſidered, as a reproof againſt our too anxious Pryini 


In 1790, being now come ſo far, I may obſerre ae; 
iy 19 „ 1 


E * 


hat (as hinted before,) ſome others and me had been 
in no amiabte terms, for ſome time, with the ſociety 
meeting in Fin wick, which difference, on account ot 
mings growing no better, to our real apprehenſion 
at leaſt) but (till worſe, and ſeemed to increaſe ra- 
ther, which moved a few diſſatisſied perſons to give 
n ſome of their reaſoas to the meeting, which was 
ken very ill, both by ſome in the meeting, whom 
touched, and likewife miniſter and ſeſſion ſeeined, 
offended, Beſides, ſomewhat had been ſaid by Mr. 

Steven concerning punitive juſtice, viz. © that God 
puniſhes fin as naturally as fire buins;” and con- 
ning “ Chriſt's power as Mediator.” Theſe points, 
e thought, were handled in a way ſomewhat re- 
note ro the received judgment of the reformed and 
bring church of Chriſt in Scotland; and we had 
0 will to have their doctrine condemned, until it 
ns tried. We never charged what was ſaid by him 


too we 
r being error, though, for theſe reaſons, we could 
ea ot be ſatisfied z for though, with the orthodox, both 


ncient an, modern, we granted that there was a mo- 
neceſſity on the firſt point, but we ſee no ground 
b aſcribe a natural and phyſical one, For.the other, 
e granted all the power to our glorious Redeemer 
lat himſelf in his word claims as Mediator: but 1 
al] refer to ſome papers, for further information 
n theſe points, wrote on them, in retentis, beſide me. 
Ileanwhile, Mr. Steven got notice, and ſeemed ſome- 
dat offended; whereupon a meeting was appointed 
| Finwick ſociety, at Glenfin, to which he was to 
tend, with a number of the elderſhip. And the 
lame of almoſt all being laid on me, I knew it. 
mid be ſome what arduous for me; and therefore I 
kd pround to be perplexed for two reaſons. The 
i, being blamed for being the inſtigator of all theſe 
moſities, and from bad deſigns too. The ſecond 
is, I was to bear the ſtreſs of arguing, and beiag 
erveWcwhat of a faſt or quick temper, which ſome- 
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ſigned nothing but a defence of the doctrines and 
we were by ſolemn covenant engaged unto, and thy 
ing now with church- men, became difficult for ſeve 


thing of this nature, is, that being much diltreſſed 


truths might be diſhonoured and injured, However 


beginning, which became moſt comforting, namely 


Which ſcripture came with much power and aſſurane 


Lord's due time, ſay what they would now; and th 
has ſweetly recurred upon my heart ever fines, whe 


E 190 1 
times is detrimental to a good cauſe. Although af. 
had the teſtimony of a good conſcience, that 1 ea 
chie 
001 
enc 


diſcipline of the reformed church of Scotland, that 
late martyrs ſealed with their blood. Yet, contend: 


ral reaſons, which, perhaps, might be unſuitable fo 
a thing of this nature, and therefore I may wave 
them. Only, what I have to obſerve relating to 


that morning, and. very diſcouraged on many ac 
counts, namely, I had no pleaſure in fuch wranpling! 
as I foreſaw might enſue; and that God's name an 


J laid the matter before the Lord, as far as he ena 
bled, and made it my requeſt, that theſe might no 
be injured, come on me what would. My ordinar 
in private or ſecret duty was Plal. xxxvii. near thi 


theſe words in the 4th, 5th, and 6th verſes, 
Delight thyſelf in God, he'll give 
= Thrine heart's deſire to thee. 
Thy way to God commit, him truſt, 
I. bring to paſs ſhall He. 
But moſt of all in this following, 
And, like unto the light, be ſhall 
Thy righfouſneſs diſplay, | 
And he thy judgment ſball bring forth 
| Like noon-tide of the day. 


on my fpirit, that I ſhould yer be vindicated in t! 


puzzled concerning theſe matters. My ordinary wi 
of Chriſt's attending the two diſciples to Emaus, wh. 
it is ſaid, he talked with them by the way, Wc. and il It 
cenſtrained him, faying, abide with us, This came lil 
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ſeaſonable, and being, in ſome meaſure, helped to 
lead with him to attend me, and abide with me, 
hich 1 was, in part, ſo perſuaded, that it ſhould, in 
ome meaſure, be accompliſhed. As for this confe- 
ence, I leave it to thoſe who heard it, and to what 
as written concerning It at that time (while preſer- 
ed) to determine who had the beſt of it, and who 
ad leaſt truth on their ſide, However, after this, 1 
ns much reflected on by theſe of the other tide, e- 
en mine own familiar. or natural relations, of that 
le of the queſtion, were not a little emboldened 
pon my conduct. 50 that, with reſpect to thoſe con- 
med in the conteſt, I might have ſaid, e archers. 
ave ſerely grieved Fg and ſbot at him; or, with the 
almilt, — e plexvers plowed upon my bacꝶ, they made 
wr their furrows, Oc. —ibey talk of thee by the awalls, 
by Yet all this could not diſcourage me, having 
herewith to anſwer all my accuſers, name'y, 
l. That, in the whole courfe of my contending, 
wever feckleſs and unbecoming a faithful conten- 
r, the worſt of my oppoſers, upon ſolid argument, 
uid never charge me, tor contending for, or againſt 
one article, but what was commanded or con- 
mned in the word of God, and our reforming acts 
i laws, in the reforming 4 ſuffering period, and 
orn to in our National Covenants, and other ſo- 
m engagements. 

„J could declare, I had no bye or biafſed ends i in 
contending, no hypocritical baits caſt before me 
tt, What pleaſure, profit, honour, or religious 


aranqhem and applauſe to be gained here? but the quite 
in tris. Beſides, I never knew any minilters, or 0- 
xd th mon that meddled with our Reformers, that e- 
, whe came creditably off at laſt, which detered me 
ry vW" riſking the matter. 


whe Though we were cried out againſt, and even 
nd etimes (if we judged aright) preached ani prayed 
ame Wilt, yet 1 defred of the Lord to be humble till, 


and ſelf.denied, whatever of corrupt nature mig! 


in them: for, tho' we are to love, eſteem, and ſymp 


ty; for the leaſt denial of truth, is a denial of hit 


but our enjoyment of communion, or even ordina 
ces, are our privileges, (which, though next to! 


is molt defirable;) yet the one, viz. partaking of « 
dinances and church privileges, muſt never be pu 
chafed at the expence of hurting the other, that 


4. When I thought again and again of the matt 
in my own mind, applying to the Lord for light ar 


ſuch practices; like the adulterous woman, who 


verſe of the 119th Pſalm. 
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difcover itſelf, and to ſympathize with, and intres 
the Lord for theſe who oppoſed me, notwithſtandin 
of all ſuch treatment; yet this did not hinder met 
teſtify againſt fuch perſons, in what I judged wron 


thize with all we can perceive any thing of the imag 
of God in; yet this binds not to the communion e 
diſagreeable practice of any particular perfon or pa 


who is verily a God of truth, and ſo belongs to hii 


glory, and light of his countenance, I mean himſel 


the truth... | 


direction in ſuch important affairs, concerning tl 
preſent defection crept in, prevailing and increafin 
but alſo attended with this aggravation of defendi 


peth her mouth, ſaying, She hath done no evil A 
I received no other anfwer from the Lord but ti 
word, which, upon ſearch, | found to be in the 11 


All ye who evil doers are, 
From me depart away ; 
For the commandments of my God, 
I purpoſe to obey. ng „ 
Here I came to ſee, that we were to reliſh and 
tain every point, whether it bear weight of conte 
ing to ſuch a degree as a ſeparation z yet there 
no other way now left, to teſtify our diſapproba 
of ſuch looſe practices, but to ſtand aloof or at a 
tance from the practiſers, and ſuch as juſtified | 
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uber ;—and, as | came often to ruminate the matter 
my mind, ſtill this text recurced upon me, ſo that 
eridently law that theſe, who really intend to love 
od for his purity, and obey him, muſt keep at a diſ- 
ace from ſuch practices, elſe they come to have ſul- 


5 
ed 


m 


religion in the heart and converſation.” 8 
Laſtiy, on this article, for my being blamed for 


ſles, doctrines, and diſcipline, and practices of our 
pt diſing-nuous thing for me to conceal this, to 
te and example of the Lord's people or church, as 


m their children, ſbewing to the generation to come 


ho inen in Facoh, and appointed a law in iſracl, 
Ah he commanded our fathers, that they ſbould make 
ut tin frown to their children. That the generation to 
- 11! ig ht know them, even the children which ſhould 


. But I could refer to the conſciences of all 


lions and profeſſions, (even ſeveral miniſters,) if 


_ n them in the leaft, or even bid them do this, or 
.onterW” 27 any other way, but ſtill admoniſhed them to 
here autious, and do nothing but what they were really 


Iinced in their own mind was agreeable to the 
rule of faith aud proce, and ke waking from 
N 


ers which, in ſome caſes, were worſe than this 


ed garments; for ſtill there is theſe two evils in ſuch 5 
actices: 1. They are a reproach to the cauſe of 
Wilt; 2 They are incompatible with the life of 


maſeii-1g, or ſtirring pp others, in a way of foment- 
p diviſioa, I here honeltly declare, I never intended 


ſuch thing; when any came, and, in à ſerious 
„, aſk d, or defared information anent the prin- 

vrmers and ſuſferers, I ſtill thought it would be a 
our any man or miniſter, contrary to the prac. 


reſſed, Pſal. Ixxviii. 4, 5, 6. We will not hide them 


r praiſes of the Lord, and his ftrength, and his won» 
r'ul works that he hath done. For he eſtabliſhed 4 
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urn; who ſbould ariſe and declare them to their 


%o came unto me, which were not a few of different 


tt impoſed upon, or eſſayed to palm my judgment 
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faith with any, fo I thanked none for raking my bat 
word upon it ;—that they were ſtill to be in the way 


and conſult the divine oracles, and our ſtandards, and 
the contendings of Chriſt's flock gone before vs, ii. 


dre pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatfoeve 
things are of good report, if there be any virtue, an 
if there be any praiſe, think on-theſe things. This 


of exerciſe to my own ſoul. Yet I was fully perſu 
_ Hed, that they were truths, and of weight, and there 


may be called the leaſt of truths, (of whom none 


took, I ſtill aimed to be on truth's fide, and whater 


other (ins, in one heap, before the Lord, begging to 


_ with forgiveneſs from them, hoping the Lord will! 
5 racious. And oh! that 1 had been more Zzealo 


E 


me upon truſt; ſor, as I did not intend an implici 
of duty, ſeeking light and direction from the Lord 


thinking and cleaving unto the truth; ſometimes ur, 


ging that ſcripture, Phil. iv. 8. Finally, 3rethren 


whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are hy 
neft, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever thing 


# ſummary of what I defired ſuch to keep in thei 
eyes; and if I was culpable here, the caſe is related 
And, upon the whole, L grant, that many 1imes 
have been faulty, in contending on things, before 
made it my endeavour thoroughly to make it matt 


fore every declenſion, or denying of truth, even wh 
little) was, by conſ-quence, a denying of him who ud 


truth. And once loſe one foot, be the things neue 
ſo fmall ſeemingly, it was but uncertain if we (hou: 


find where to foct the other right again: fo, I deſig... 


ing well, yet I was not free of miſdemeanours in 
Chriſtian courſe; but whatever courſe or turn affai 


faults and failings, efcapes, &c. I ſtand chargeal 
with, 1 have endeavoured to lay them, with all n 


givenefs; and if I have injured any this way, I con 
"for the concerns of his declarative glory and kingdc 


in the world, that I could have ſaid with the Palm! 
Pfal. Ixix, 9. Fer the zeal of thing houſe hath eaten » 
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up, and the reproaches of them that reproached thee 
are fallen upon me; and that it might have been ſaid 
of me, as it is ſaid to the commendation of Hardhill, 
the martyr, that © he was zealous againk the leaſt 
compliance with ſinful defections from our cove- 
„ nanted work of reformation, and had his mind 
u marvellouſly reconciled to the croſs of Chriſt“. T 

As for my exerciſes of a more ſpiritual nature, I 
grant my ſoul was often in a deed and lifeleſs languid 
condition, ſtill haraſſed and borne down by prevail- 
ng luſts and corruptions; having many ſpiritual ene- 
mics and foes to encounter with, before whom I was 
aten foiled, yet not altogether leſt without ſome di- 
linguiſhing marks of the Lord's favour and loving- 
linaneſs; a few inſtances at this time (as a ſpecimen, 
of which) I hall juſt hint at. CER 


One time, being made to flee and fall before my 
% biritual enemies, by yielding to a certain temp:ation, 


na thing many, yea, myſelf, once a-day, would not 
have made much of; however, I was ſore vexed af- 
tr, could bave no reſt, nay, I was in a manner afraid 1 
go before the Lord on that or any other account; l 
id not know what hand to turn to; I had, I thought, 1 
roken ſo oft with him, it behoved to be no leſs than 
mockery, to pretend to appzar as a ſupplicant on that 
Kcount., The Sabbath-day I was moſi heavy, and in 
amolt dejeCted and caſt-down condition; however, 1 
ud adventure to bring my caſe before him, acknow- 
edging my fins; and this, particularly, in the moſt 
eravated, awful, and ſtriking manner, as a hell- de- 
lying creature: I continued till the evening; and 
Pouring out the caſe of my foul often on this account. 
War the evening, in prayer, when pleading before 
um, this expreſſion, in the laſt of Joel, and laſt verſe, 
as brought into my mind, and expreſſed often by my 
Louth, as a ground pleadable before bim,—For 1 wilt 


dee the Life of Serjeant Niſbet, Brown's Lives, page 5h 


rl 


— OF; > 
— — = 


— 
_ r 70 - 
* — 222 - 
Lei ne > ot nr DOE db wont vow Ci MDA AO SE AR res Da LO, — — * Ras 2 


r . p 
ewe IEG. 


— * 
4». SO 


— * 
—— 
- bes. 


4 — —— — — 
2 N . 
= Ro: _y = 


ſpond ſo far with my caſe and ſituation, as I looke( 
upon my ſin as a moral pollution, yer the Lord, whi 


he will purge away, both by the blood of a Redeemer, 
aud the v9pirit of ſanctification, as alſo by the wateri 


be had not before taken away; and, when thus par 
doned and purified, nothing againſt them can ſucceed 

| to their danger and hazard. And though this ſancti 
| Kcation can be perfected but in part here, yet in the 
of eternity. And as renewed acts of Gn, or reiteratec 
of repentance, and godly forrow for it, with renewet 
covenant. 
ing all alone in the yard or little encloſure, anc 


fainting Soul, and coming to this paragraph, where 


married to Chriſt, and yet never_ſee him, till it mec; 


throwing the laſt ſtone at Stephen, beſore he ſees th 


tain is drawn before it, and ſome black cloud has mad 
2 ſtorm in thy ſoul. This, by divine direction, cam 


1 
cleanſe their blaod that I have not cleanſed, for the Lin 
duwelleth in Zion. This J found afterwards to corre 


dwelleth in Zion, amongſt his covenant people, though 
he be moſt angry with them, in a way of correct on 
for their fin; here is a moſt gracious promiſe, tha 


of affliction, with the water of regeneration, and re 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt. "Theſe moral polJutions 
compared here to blood, ſor their ſinfulneſs, even thoſe 


Zion above, they ſhall be pronounced holy, and mee 
for the enjoyment of Zion's God, to the revolving age 


breaches of God's holy law, calls forth to renewed ad 
engagements againſt theſe, by taking hold of God 

A ſecond inſtance was on a Sabbath evening, be 
reading and meditating on Dr. Collin's Cordial for $ 
he ſays, Chriſt deals well with many a ſoul before h 
tell them of it; the child of light may fit in darknel: 
the doors of light may be ſhut, and yet Chriſt in tt 
midſt of the room. —Many a foul has been wooed an 
with him in his Father's houſe. The Jews may! 


heavens opened. Thou needs not doubt whether th 
fun ſhine or net, fo- the preſent, becauſa the black cur 
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burſt forth into a flood of tears, in fervent prayer be- 
pre the Lord, wherein I was drawn out to acknowledge 
my own unworthineis, the corruption of nature, ani 
laly breaches, both in fins of commiſſion and omiſ- 
on, my negligence and flothfulneſs, for which the 


mance; and, at the ſame time, to adore his free grace, 


w credit his word and faithfulneſs, that all ſhould be 
weil at laſt. This made the place (at leaſt it might 


ole: ive been termed ſo) co me, Allon-bachuth(being near 
Pai tree) the tree of weeping, and, in ſome reſpects, 
8 both a Bochim and a Bethel, a place of mourning ſor 
ci 


ill my miſgivings and leanneſs, being kept on ſuch a 


nuch difficulties, I ſhould yet land in my Father's 
douſe, and there behold thrice lovely Jeſus Chriſt, and 
lis bleſied- face, ſo much hid and obſcured now. At 


u prayer. 


And nou, even at this preſent time, 
wy Mine head ſhall lifted be, 
4 Above all thoſe that are my foes,, 
| And round encompaſs me. he 


be dying words of ſome of the late martyrs, I think 


bo wen hearing with what calmneſs he met death, ip all 
ü £100my aſpects, ſaying.“ That death to him was 
0 " like a bed of reſt to the weary; that he waited for 


bis coronation: hour; — hen hearing the drums 
Fat for his execution, in joy, he cried, © Yonder the 


wich ſuch power upon my heart and ſoul, as made me 


Jord jultly with-beld the outlettings of his counte- 


Want ſovere:zgn mercy, that there was yet ground ot hope 
nifrael concerning theſe ; that there was ſome ground 


mall and ſcanty pittance and allowance;—and yet 
pat matter of joy, to live in the expectation, though 
vith a trembling heart, and (ſhaking hands, that, thro“ 


kſt, after prayer, I ſang Pſal. xxvii. I think five oc 
ix verſes, namely, the firſt ſoar lines of the 6th verſe, 
dich occurred, and became pleadable before the Lord: 


A third time, being. in my little room, looking over 


Wiithful unto the death, Mr. JAMES RENWICEK,. 
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« welcome warning to my marriage; the Brideproonfifl fi 
« 1s coming, I am ready, I am ready,” &c. The(W tri 
are only to ſhew the'r jcy, conrage, and fo: titude, iii {i 
10 good a cauſe. This made me fall into a fit of weep} 5 
ing to ſuch a degree, that, for ſome time, I ſcarcely 5; 
'eduld utter words in prayer before the Lord; but, n. 
laſt, getting my heart vented this way, | was made oc 
cry unto him in prayer, wherein it was my defire, bY oc 
would enable me to fome meaſure of {aithtulneſs, an w 
to lament 1 had done fo little for him, had only fin 1. 
ned againft him, and therefore could not be counteſ to 
a faithful witneſs, or worthy of that honour; yet, throlfif he 
His grace, I would have coveted nothing more, tha ki 
ꝛ0 have ſuffered for piorious Chriſt, and his honovtzbf I | 
tavſe! O! highly honoured and noble cauſe! that i ar 
he had any thir; for me to do yet in a world, the v. 
_ could, through his aid, contribute in the leaſt for i ar 
declarative glory in the world, here am I. fend, em {> 
ploy me, Fam willing to become any thing that hill he 
ꝑteat and glorious name may be exalted! —And thollf v. 
1 had much more reaſon than the prophet to ſay, Vo co 
me, for I am undone, a man of unclean lips ! yet, l 
willing to do any thing for him as to his caufe, and eb 
_ witneſs for it, and to fay, Here am J, ſendme. Man 
Nor was this the only time [ was fo moved, F thing is 
J eould condeſcend on ſeveral other inſtances; bei be 
conſulting the faithful lives, and honourable death 2n 
the hezvenly airs wherewith theſe renowned hero p. 
wend off the ſtage of time, with full aſſutanee of MW ex 
bleſſed and happy death, and glorious reſurrection 
for thoſe that fleep with Jeſus, will: Cod bring "wit fa 
him. This year I took a reſolution to ſet ſome time i th 
part for prayer. Upon the 14h of November, bein th 
- what was called my birth-day, or time when I wa e 
born, as related to me: It is needleſs to relate the n f. 
ture of all theſe exerciſes; I endeavoured to be ſei or 
ſible of my low mean extraction, being conceived ii an 
n, and breught forth in iniquity ; that I was born W'f 
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fnful creature, a helpleſs and hopeleſs creature, 2 
tue deſcendent from rebellious Adam, with whom L 
ſinned, and with whom 1 fell; and I mipht ſay, 4 
Syrian ready to periſh was my father,; ſor fo ſays the 
Spirit of God, Thy father was an Amorite, and thy 
mother was an Nittite, All I ſhall notice. on this 
occation was, that, in courſe of prayer, this ſeripture 
occurred, or preſented itſelf unto my mind, with ſome 
warmth and energy, Exod. xii. 2. This month ſball be 
unto you the beginning of months. This Ewas made 
to plead before the Lord, that he would enable me 
henceſorward unto what would be glorifymg unto 
tim; and, as I was now entering into another year, 
I might have a true and proper view of my paſſing 
and pilgrimage ſtate, being now entering upon the 
winter, or laſt ge of my life, the winter of the year; 
and, to my lofs in a great meafure, the winter of the 
Piritual life and exerciſes being, to my ſenſible appre- 
henfion, in a dead, dry, and withered eondition ; all 
which are diſcouraging circumſtances in the Chriſtian 
courſe and warfare. —Now, when | took a back-look of 
this feeble attempt, I think I may make this one ſimple 
oblervation, that, as it has been the cuſtom to keep 
anniterfary days, for the birth of great men, and ſo 
s annually, and even no ſmall rejoicing, has oft-times 
deen made for the birth of ſuch as have been a peſt 
and plague unto theſe infatuated creatures thus em- 
ployed, ſuch is the depravity of human nature.. This 
exereiſe has no foundation in ſcripturree. 
We hare it recorded in feripture of ſome eminent 
kints of the firſt magnitude, -viz. a Job, à Jeremiah, 
that, in the bitterneſs of their ſoul, curſed the day of 
beit birth; but no inſtanc: ean be found of ſuch re- 
dels, of Bacchus drinking and carouſing. By the leaſt 
kriovs refl «tion it may occur, that it is onſy the free 
grace of God that makes the difference amongſt men, 
and can nobilitate; for, otherwiſe, there is no reſpect 


I perſons with him, and hath made of one bleod all 
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nat ions that are upon the face of the earth; but the 


particular difference is, and has made thoſe Ring- 
and. Priefts unto God, and to the Lamb, to reign with 
him for ever and ever. 0 „ 

However, on the evening of this day, I was a little 


diverted, or turned off, by converfe with ſome friends, 


which I thought provoked the Lord to mar my frame 


upon the back of this exerciſe; therefore I ſet a-part 


a little time upon that day eight days, for the fame 


_ exerciſe, to ceſume what was paſt, and ſeek pardon 
end forgiveneſs of the Lord for it, and his protection 


and direction, in the preſent time ſpecified, and for 
the time to come; and ſo reſolved to be more careful 


and circumſpect, as the Lord ſhould be pleaſed to 


pity, countenance, and direct. 8 | 
I had formed ſome defign, under a refleCtion or a 


conſideration of the Lord's goodneſs towards us in 2 
family way, to keep a day near the end of the yer, 


in way of thankſgiving for his mercies; but in this, 
ene way or other, the time was prolonged and retard- 
ed, until hearing one was to be held in pablic by thoſe 


of our own profeſſion. We took the opportunity o 
| the fame day for this exerciſe; the day and way being 


diſagreeable, none of the family could attend conver 
niently on the public exerciſes. The few cauſes | 
was led out to condeſcend upon in private, ſome of 
whom had perhaps been formerly matter of thankſgi- 


ving on former cccafons, viz. +. For that glorious co- 


venant tranſaction for the redemption of ſinners, that 
ever a Saviour was propoſed, ſent, came, and accom- 


_ pliſheda full indemnity, ſor a certain number of poor 


loſt finners,, which muſt he looked upon as the chiefeſt 
of mercies, 2. That ever this was made known to us 
in our lapſed and darkened ſtate, by an objective reve- 


lation of himſelf, and this way and method of ſalvation 


in and by aSayiour in his own word; that this was con- 
tinued with us; that we were in a land of light, where 
Chciſt in che goſpel was freely offered, exhibited, and 
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{:t forth in his glorious perſon, offices, character, and 
zelations. 3. That we were all ſpared alive, and with- 
in the reach of this invitation; that ſome of us, eſpe- 

cially my mutual help or confort, who had been for 
ſometime threatened with a growing diforder, has all 
along had a reſpite, and ſome intervals of relief; the 
boy, formerly mentioned, had been now freed longer 
from the ſymptoms of his diſorder than for a conſider- 
able ime before. Laſtly, The Lord's great goodneſs, 
both in a general and particular way, as to the ſeaſon, 
being again end 2gain threatened by a cold wet ſum- 
mer, with cleanneſs of teeth in all our borders; yet, 
by a good and ſeafonable iuterpoſal of providence in_ 
the fore-end of harveſt, and in harveſt itſelf; this was 
prevented, and ſuitable proviſions for man and beaſt 
were provided: How manifold are thy mercies? yea, 
manifold are thy works, © Lord ;—the earth ts full of 
thy riches, All whica are matter of praiſe and thanłſ- 
giving to him. „ 5 . 
Sometime about the end of November, I having 

fielded too far to a temptation to one of my predomi- 
nate evils, or evil inclinations, I fell into a very ſore re- 
morſe of conſcience, and trouble of mind, which came 
to ſuch a height on the Sabbath morning, (which day 
ſermon was to be in the neighbourhood,) that I could 
hare no reſt of mind, I cannot properly expreſs my 
caſe and ſituation; I went to the duty of prayer, in 
ſecret, again and again, but could have no eaſe; yea, 
in prayer, I was made to utter ſeveral things before 
tie Lord, in the bitterneſs of my ſoul, in which I 
cried to him, and came to this of it, that though [ 
durſt not doubt but the Lord was able to pardon my 
has, and ſubdue all my wicked and corrupt affections; 
yet, it ſeemed all was a deluſion, he would never do 
it; ! behoved to be given over of him. It was as im- 
pollid'e to have theſe predominates utterly ſubdued, as 
ſor one not to breathe, and yet be alive, that nothing 
bet death would put an end to them; that I had cried 
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a long time, and yet had not been heard, as the Pali 


to hear what he had to ſay unto me, from his ont 


ty. I went to ſermon with a heavy heart, and down 


fore a word was read, my heart was moved; I kne 
they would point: The words are,. — bo is à Gt 
ꝛhe tranſgreſſion of the remnant of his heritage? here 
mercy. He will turn again, be will have compaſſio 
upon us; be will ſubdue all our iniquities; and tho 
| ham, which thou haſt ſuorn unto our fathers from th 
of theſe words, and reaſoning upon them, or what 
make of them. Amongſt other things noticed, ti 
was one, That there was no iniquity of this time b 


the Lord would pardon, becauſe he delighteth in me 
cy; and that it was one evidence of the pardon of fi 
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miſt expreſſes: I cry all day, and yet am not hear, 
by thee. This made me conclude, that I had not crie 
aright, elſe it would never be thus with me. At laſt 
I came to this before him, that I was willing to wait 


word, in private or public; and ſo, with a mourn 
ful and heavy beart, I was made to give over the du 


caſt countenance, and ſo continued until the leQu WY? 
was tread, which were the three laſt verſes of Micah 
Whenever I heard the chapter and verſe named, b 


perfectly what was to be the concluſion, and wher en 
like unto thee, that pardoncth iniquity, and paſjeth þ 
taineth not his anger for ever, becauſe be delighteth i 
wiit caft all their fins into the depth of the fea. Tho 
wilt perform the truth io Jacob, and the mercy to Abri 


days of old. I cannot expreſs my ſituation on readi 


when the ſtrength of fin was'ſubdued. This put ere 
to a ftand again. He proceeded to tell us, that thee 

whoſe ſins were pardoned and fubdued, were the pe 
ſons who to their apprehenſion were not fo, and b. 
it for their complaint before the Lord; and inſtanc 
one, an eminent man, who came to that of it, th 
God would not pardon his predominate or conſtituii 
nal ſins; and yet it came about, that be could not o 
ſerve the leaſt veſtiges of this predominate evil.— 
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ache time, ſometimes with a ſorrowfal heart, and 
hmetimes. with ſome glimmerings of hope, which 
nade me ſhed filegt tears ſecretly. After which my 
ase was ſomewhat. various, ſometimes ſome (wall 
round of hope, and then matter of fear. However, 
«Mhor:ly after I kept a day of private faſting and humi- 
tion before the Lord on that affair. In the courſe 
aul this day's exerciſes, in the afternoon, I went out to 
unde fields, that I might have more freedom for what 1 
us led out unto: And having ſung a part of a Plala, 
rand read the 22d of Ezekiel, wherein is a catalogue ef 
del eat, grievous, and land defiling fins: This, connect 
need with the lein chapter, in prayer I made matter of 
ner enkeſſion before the Lord, in as far as | was guilty of 
GelWiny of the things there ſpecified, which alas! were 
e many, and for what the land, theſe ſinful lands, 
vel ere involved in; and was made to lament over my- 
h ef, and theſe Gnful lands, acknowledging all my fing 
Fil could remember, begging the Lord that theſe mighr 
tho: pardoned ; amongſt others, the ſin of my nature, 
ThiWMj'Ctice, infancy, youth, and older age, ſins of my 
ru mily, connections, party I was religiouſly connec. 
ut with, the fin of all other parties, and land in 
in ral, fins of omiſſion and commiſſion, hardneſs of 
nat Neart, and unfaithfulneſs, f: om: theſe words, Thou art 
„t land that is not cleanſed nor rained upon in the 
e bility of indignation —and have hid their eyes from my 
baths, and I am profaned among them. This duty 


of li eng ended, I ſet about the moſt folemn part of the 
at 1 res by ſinging again 2 part of the 51k Flalm, 
the ear the end, namely, 
e pe My cloſed lips, C Lord, by thee 

1d h Let them be opened; © 

ance Then [ball thy praiſes by my mouth. 

„ t Abroad be publiſhed. 

iti For thou deſir I not ſacrifice, 

note Elſe would I give it thee; 

—1 


Nor wilt thau with burnt- Mering 
At all delighted be. 
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1 E A broken ſpirit is to Ged JJ NS 42, 5.72 OC. 
1 A pleaſant ſacrifices? -... + | 
8 A broken and a contrite beart, © 04 
1 Lord, thou wilt not deſpiſe. „ 
And then read the three laſt verſes of Micah, former- g. 
Nl ly menuoned ; afterwards proceeded to prayer-in 2 
I folemn a manner as I could, or was enabled by the * 
| Lord, wherein I acknowledged my ſin; cried andi he 
1 pleaded for mercy and forgiveneſs, from the 18th verſe, H: 
4 —and ſanctification of heart aud life, a ſubduing ons 
— fin and corruption, latent and more open, from the, 
[| 19th verſe. And from the laſt verſe, Thou wilt perl)... 
| 1 form the truth to Jacob, and thy mercy to Abraham * 
1 which thou haſt ſworn unto our fathers from the days en 
bi old. Here I was led out to a hearty acknowledgraent Nat 
14 of my breach of covenant, with every engagement! ly 
14 had come under; with the land's breach of covenant |, 
1 and ſolemn vows unto the Moſt High. And, e gain. 
q I avouched the Lord to be my covenanted God, an Heft 
1 engaged, in his ſicength, unto my former engage ee 
tl ments this way, endeavouring, by faith, to take hold ty 
11 of God's covenant, accept of lovely Jeſus as my alon Mer 
{i Saviour, in his perſon, oſſices, and relations, engage bre 
1 ing in his name and ſitength, to all known duty, ani, ; 
Eli againſt all known fin; and though it ſhould prevail, 
Fil yet againſt me, yet not with conſent of my will; I dey... 
at fired to be enabled to remonſtrate againſt it, again hn, 
hi fin, Satan, the world, and the fleſh; and to maintain, b 
4 and proſecute theſe ſolemn national engagements 32 Th 
i far as I could underſtand them, and my place and ſta ter 
0 tion called for, and God by his grace enabled therein 
unto, taking all things around me witneſs, that. I va... 
\þ | heartily willing to renounce fin, and ſelf, all in me, one 
il about me, and to take the Lord for my ſtrength anq g: 
1 | righteouſneſs, avouching him to be my God, and will. 
5 ling hencefor ward to be taught, inſtructed, and guides 
by him. 


Immediately after this action, I was apprized 


"L448 1 
hould be afinl'ed-on ſome quarter or other, which 
fell out before I got home; a very remarkable in- 
lance, from a ſmall and trifling occahoa or citcum- 
ſince, occurred, to provoke riſing of mind, by a rut- 
led cemper, which was not ihe fiie (yet one of my 


ao ſore ü es) on waich L had been laſt attacked, which 
neh ve me ſome uneaſineſs of mind, to fee and feel the 
nd nconveniencies, that any one who would in fincerity | 
le Her about religion, to foliow, obey, and ſerve the Lord, 


nay meet with. - 5 

This year expiring, and matters anent teſtimony, 
bearing growing no better, but (tilt worſe; however 
{was coalirmed moie and more as io our duty in con- 
tending for the deſpiſed truths and word of Ciarilt's 
patience, and the neceſſity of cloling with Chciſt, and 
lying a good foundation for the time to come. 

1791. Tais year, (notwithſtanding of what is aboye 
related) my caſe was but very indiffefent; my leanneſs 
eftined to my face; ſecurity and woridly-mindedneſe, 
nere attendants that I could not fo eafily ſhake off; 
ty ſtite of health had been broke for ſometime, bet- 


cer and worſe ſometimes, being threatened with a 
ere cough and ſpitting. About the end of February, 
and 


ud beginning ot March, it returned, and continued a 


Fe whderable time. [ took a fore throat, and was threa- 
„ned with a hoarſneſs at this time, though but in a 
pa: knguid condition. I was enabled at times, in prayer, „ 
TS 


b beg of the Lord theſe two things, as the matter of - 
dy petition, amongſt other things, viz. that this diſor- 
ler of my throat might not gain ſo far upon me, as to 
linder me from finging Pſalms of praiſes to him, an 
xccile | particularly and peculiarly, (namely, in pri- 
ate) delighted in ;—Sing loud to God, our jftref*th. 
And that might not, with the virgins mentioned, 
Vatth, xxv. be taken at a ſurpriz*, but, if I was to by 
alled off the ſtage at this time, L might be apprized 
lf his ow: word and Spitit, be ſtirred up to look bes 
[91 death and che grave (for ot mit h l could gor 


D 


ed a leſſan to me, becauſe of my ſrailty, fading, and de 


this, 1 might obſerve, that Mr. Steven's wife died off, 


| L 146 J) 
prepare) unto a happy death, and bleſſed im mortalin 


and though my caſe did not, for the time, ſeem dead Wt 
Jy, yet ſuch diſtempers, oft-times, in the preſent age 1 
terminated in death with almoſt ail ſexes, ſizee, an * 
ages, tending to a conſumptive diforder, which zfford * 


caying ſtate by nature, being advanced in age. During, 


this kind of difeaſe.— I was fomewhat defirous to have 


* PO 


coming to Finwick, juſt in the neighbourhood, Ib. 
of the Sabbath; I was, contrary to my expectitionMl;; 


led out to attempt it, and ſo went. He had choſe 


1 bad deſired to bear would occur. IJ his portion 9 
holy ſcripture afforded many beauttfel ſtrictures an 


ſhort; it is ſpecifled by the wiſe inen, that there 18 


as a moment in com pariſon of he duration of etc 


troubie. He cometh ferth lite a flower, and 18 a 


heard if he treated upon this ſubject of death on thi 1 
following Sabbath, but heard he did not much zue 
from his ordinary. Upon the fourth Sabbath after 


little thovght to be able to attend until the morning 


for his lecture Job xiv. from the beginning, As ſon 
as I heard the book and chapter named, I knew wh1 


obſervations upon the ſhorineſs ard, uncertainty C 
man's life, namely, upon the iſt and 2d verſes. Ma 
that is born of a weman, 15 of jew days, and full 


daun; he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and continucth nt 
From hence it is noticeable, che the mot; part of man 
kind, comparatively, are of ſew davs; they are 


time to be born, and a time to dic, but no time ſpe 
cified to LIVE; end what is the longeſt liſe, but ju 


ty;—he cometh forth as a flow*r; how fuddeh d 
flowers ſpring up? and how fudien do they do the 
die? They ere either cut down: {or the pleztu't « 
the poſſeſſor. or of they ſelves cru ble down. No 
more, the moſt beav'u), tende, ed lrgant, for! 
ſtauce, the lily and the te ate of the ſhorteſt ſtand 
ing; they ate only à tight, aud away; the moſt bes 
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ul roſe has its prickles, and muſt fade, that ever ap- 
red on earth. No roſe, but the comely, ſweet, de- 
cious, and charming Roſe of Sharon, with his thou- 


ant, gay, and blooming to the believer to eternity; 
id the more he beholds and preys into the beauty and 


ring ory of this Roſe, the more beautiful and excellent 
d of:4ieries will be obſervable therein, which will take 
* endleſs eternity to invekigare, diſcover, admire, 
| thi | 


r diſplay. 3. Time fl-eth away as a ſhadow, as the 
nterveening cloud, carticd by the ſwift wings of the 
nd, flees away, or evaniſheth to nothing; or like a 
eit wind that ſoon paſſeth away, yea, ſooner than 
ht, paſſes away, and returns not at all, but ſweeps 
long to remote corners of the earth, and whicls about, 
kits great Lord and Director expreſfeth it: I blows 
th where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, 
ut whence it cometh, or whither it gaetÞ, thou cannct 
=o „ 

All which, and much more, may learn us important 


lortneſs, and uncertainty of human life, as mirtors, 
v expref; the precarious ate of frail man by reaſon of 
ln, crying aloud to prepare for death: But why, ſaid 
prepare? This ie not in our power, the exp.efion 


pad dea: h and the grave, to diſcover the morning bluth, 


p * dawning of the day of complete redemption, laying 
* lold of immortality and cternal life, tbrough him who 
he reſurrection and the life. e 1 


# 


By reaſon of my heart faintings and diſcovrage- 


1nds of leaves, will ſtand it out, and will appear fra- 


ſons, in beholling them, concerning the frailty, 


being too low, name and thing, for a heaven- born 
bul, who muſt, by the habits of faith, be looking be - 


nents, ſo ſirten up as quite dead, proceeding from a 
Wire and continual ſtircing of a body of fin and death: 
=weakneſs in grace, yea, doubiful of grace many 
"mes ;— want of the ſenſible incomes of comfort and 
want of acceſe with God in prayer, freedom aut 
lderty ;==C0 that my . 
| 2 
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. b EF . ä 
cleaveth to the roof of my mouth. Oft-times theſs 


lolotion, or ſerious defire, to keep mine eyes upo 


az ble of myſe}t to wreſtle againſt ſuch difficulties; ye 


were really helped to reſt, rely, and caft their burde 


you reſt. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, 


a ve you, Pal. Iv. 22. Matth. xi. 28. Iſa. xxxv. 4. 


Life that ſhall never end. Here | found that che pt 


E 4 


and other reaſons, make my chariot- wheels drive bed 
vily, with a motion flow in progreſſion, or propciene 
in the Chriſtien courſe; yet, in this caſe, it was my re 


Chriſt, and have recourſe for help from him, being un 


I deſire to believe he is able to bear up through ever 
diſcoutagement; fo that, come what will, I reſoh 
never to quit with Chriſt, nor rue the bargain, ne 
take back my ſubſcription to the marriage contract, 
I ſhould die by the way; let me lye at his door, an 
die there. Though my firergth be quite gone, an 
often is in danger of yielding the quarrel, yet wou 
fain hope to be carried through, and to wait on hi 
1eſolving never to give over, to be a humble ſuppl 
cant at mercy's gate, and if I am diſappointed, 
muſt be there where never one was diſappointed w 


upon him, —his royal word is patent :—Caft thy bu 
den upon the lord. ard he ſhall ſuſtain thee ; he ſb 
never ſuffer the rightrous to be moved. Come unto 
all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will gi 


Arong, fear not, behold your Cod will come with ven 
ance, even Cod with a recompence, he will come a 


During this illneſs, one day being diſcouraged u 
on meeting with ſome oppoſition from ſome of the 
mily, they not being ſo pliable and encouraging? 
could have wiſhed; when I took the matter beft 
the Lord in ſecret prayer, at night, I waz not a lu 
comforted from thoſe words in the 133d Pſalm, ! 
verſe, and laſt member of the verſe, which I was el 
bled to plead before the Lord with ſome ferver 
namely, For there the Lord commandeth the bf. 
even life for evermore : Or, as it is in the met 
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miſt was treating upon the unity and harmony of bre- 
ten, which may comprehend brethren, natural, ci- 
4 and religious, from which was mide to conclu de, 
hat although peace aud concord in the church, civil 
heieties, an d individual families, was a mot defire- 
ple thing, and what every church, ſociety, and fami- 
| ſhould ſtudy after, and long for, being a privilege 
I oaly can be enjoyed, in irs perfection, in the hea- 
znly Jeruſalem, where ſhall be no contention, diſ- 
ard, or ranging Jiviſioa, but the moſt vehement 
re ro God, 1 mean 2 Prinity of perfons, and to on 
natherz yer this is not the peculiar bappineſs of e- 
ay one upon earth; nay, I may lay, not any one, 
ere being ſtill ſomething 7 in the Chriſtian's lot and 
dition, 55 80 le on the tige of time, azgrieving and 


bi pleſting 3 ſo that it mult be above, in the bigher 
ppl juſe, that we mult expect this, and its equivaleat, 
0, More than on earth, life, with this peace, for evec 
ere, that (hall never end; which ruſt be a molt 
ord 2 forcing and alleviating circumſtance and proſpect, 

ö bu ile under ſuch caſes, in this houling wilderneſs, 


va theſe mountains of leopards, right, left-hand, 
id middle-way diſhcukies. 

Jgometime after this, about the beginning of the 
ring, my indifyofition {till continuing, I was caſt 
na, under my prevailing deadnefs, as to a lively 
pious frame, which alarmed me, what ſ{hould be- 


2 0 

4 4. e of me, ſhould I meet with that irreſiſtible ſum- 
ed i M3 and meſſenger, the king of t errors, in this frame 

the condition, this would be moſt difcouraging While 


ler this kind of demure, one time, amongſt othere, 


2 

ef lecret duty before the Lord, while rene wing my 
a lint and peticiop, that this might not be the 
m, , but that he might give me an outgate, and bleſ- 
„as ei broſpeck of my fins, with their aggravations, of 


remedy through the merits of a Redeemer, and 
ſtiff of the promiſes, on which he cauſed me ſome- 
kj to hope that [weet and comſorting word, re- 


1 


3 


„„ 
Fader old Simeon's caſe was darted into my mind 
uke ii. 26. and it was revealed unto him by the 
Holy Gtoſt, that he ſbould nos ſee death before 
Should ſee the Lord's Chriſt. This I was made to plead 
with great urgency, that it might be made out unte 
me, and that in a weeping frame and condition; and 
that this might be uſeful to me afterwards, it it wa; 
directed to my caſe by the Spirit of God; and indeed 
Il have been made io plead it with tears fince; wh; 
In comfort it ſhall yield unto me at laſt, I cannot ye 
— 3 ſay: It is God's own word, the language of bis Spi 
rit, and well worth the pleading and waiting upon 
However, when I came to review this portion of ſcrip 
ture, as | often found more in the text or context! 


18 
ttan what was expreſicd in the words, borne in upon 
iny mind, ſo here I found, he not 6:.1y got the pr de 
miſe fulfilled, in ſeeing the lovely } ſus, the Ani" 
cient of Days, a Babe, but be got him in bis arm dis 
or an armful of him; and ſo the better of the b. Wi 
gain, (ſo to ſpeak) was made to exult and rejoice upo **t 
a proſpect of death, deſifing, as it were, to live ſt? 
Zonger, wich an air of affurance, Lord, now letteſt thay u 
thy ſervant depart in peace, according to thy wor the 
for mine eyes haue ſeen thy ſalvatiom. FF" 
The beginning cf the year 1792, being arrived, an ba 
notwithitanding of all this above related, yet both nll e 
trouble continued, and deadneſs was not remove er 
Sometime about February this year, being afſauitgl 2 
by my corrupt heart, and Satan, to a certain pred liv 
minate eil, which, though it was not premeditate far 
but hurried on, and which, of itſelf, had not been I fa 


 Gaful, had it not been under my frail circumſtance 
uadet views of death, while I ſhould have been othe 
. viſe employed; this came ſo upon my conſcience, V 
my 0:her fins, that I was ſometimes in ſuch an ago 
that I was made to ſmite upon my breaſt, and d 
- my head, and groan out, Lord, be merciful to me 
ſinner, with the poor Publigan in the goſpel, and ſot 


E 
imes durſt utter little more. This prevailed upon me 


tne morning, before riſing, being in a molt weakly 
late and c-udition before I roſe; for | was not able 


to go to ſecret duty in the fields, My ordinary read- 


ing ſalling to be in the 2d of Mark, at the beginning; 
nd, when coming to theſe words to the ſi-k of the 
nlſy, Syn, thy ſins be forgiven thee ; which came with 
ſuch power upon my heart, that I could ſcarcely read. 
ny more, but went to prayer, picading over and o- 
ir again, that this might be applied unto my foul by 
e blood of Chriſt; and, what was comforting, was 
om the context, That ye may know that the Son of 
Man hath pewer on earth to forgive fin. Here was 
1 Saviour, and a complete and powerful Saviour; yet, 
ſuch was my raſhneſs, and preſent diſt: ef:, leſt I ſhuuld 
eceive m,ſelf, on falſe hopes, I made it my endea- 
sour to beg of the Lord, that be would coufirm thus 
tis gracious word, by ſome other word of promiſe, 
which he ſo far undeſervedly granted, that after ward 
theſe words came upon my heart, which I was made 
to plead, I cannot fay how many times over, John 
iv. 3. And receive you unto myſelf, that where I am, 
there ye may be alſo; which is a moſt ſtrong aſſurance, 
of eternal life to @ poor doubting ſinner, when they, 
have faith's evidences thereof. When I came to tun 
over this portion of ſcripture, I found it was a double 
or running promiſe, being in ſubſtance repeated after- 
ward in different words, that becauſe T live, ye ſball 
live alſo. After | had pled this with many tears, and 
lung a fmall portion of Palms, I raſ-, and came to the 
lamily, where took a brief, ſeeming like death, be- 
ing very weak, yet 1 ſtill pleaded theſe texts, Son, thy 
fins be forgiven thee, and that where Jam, there ye 
may be alſo, with the tear in mine eye; and although 
death many times appeared with horror, about, be- 
fore, and after this time; yet I do not know, but L 
could have gone off the ſtage at this time, more cheer- 
lally than many times afterward; when Satan, the: 
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world, and my corcupt heart, ſet upon me, with car- 
nal worldly thoughte, about things trivial, idle, and 
unneceſſary, which I found were not eaſy to get cleat 


of, and that it was more eaſy for one to be convicted Ml | 
of a direct breach of the divine law, than to be ſully {irc 
convicted of theſe idle and wandering thoughts, and Wit! 
ſins of omiſſion; theſe were not ſo readily come by, 
rented, and watched aver. © © © © 5 
Another thing I might mention, that, under this {Wir 
indiſpoſitiop, though a little before this I found ſeve- Nec 
ral things that called for the duty of faſting and prayer, “ 
though my frail circumſtances could ſcarcely hold out Wir 

as for what conſtitutes the name of faſting, abſtinencef t 
from ordinary food; my frailty would neither admit of 
any meat of conſequence, nor could I want any con- 
ſiderable time: fo I thought, at different times, off 
ſttivg ſometime a- part for prayer, petition, and ſup Wu 
plication : the grounds and reaſons were, one of a fpi- en 
ritual nature, one on the church's account, and twalif” 
concerning our external circumſtances in the world, W*7 
1. Concerning my dark frame and condition, 3. 
ßen 8 
2. Anent the difficulties of the church, the deſee // 
tion of all parties, namely, by pretended witneſs ﬀ''? 

| bearers, and what would become of the fmall hand Fo 
ful up and down the land, who, from a true and rene 
principle to God's glory, deſired to ſtand their grounopnet 
and contend for the good old way, in teſtifying a% 
gainſt compliance and defeQion, whether as to points 
of teſtimony, or the faſhionable (but I may ſay unne Fed 
ceflary) and finful practices of tbe time. — L 
3 One of my ſons was to be bound an apprentiQgh# « 
to a wright or carpenter, in a little time after thig®z 
which required ſome conſideration” _ ler 
Laſtly, The leaſe of our farm was juſt going off 
and no agreefble ſettlement appeared to be got, bil) a: 
rather a report prevailed, (though it turned out falle 2 

h 01 


„„ 
tt ſeveral perſons were giving in offers in a ſecret 
way for it. e : 
Mu exerciſes on this occaſion were but very faint. 
nd languid, through my weakneſs of body, and dead- 
gels of ſpirit, being a liitle ſunk in both reſpects. | 
As for the firſt, 1 cannot ſay I got any thing new 
rom his word; and fo I reſolved to abide by what I 
ave related, conce:ning old believing waiting Si- 


19 

e. icon. : OS 

„ As to the church, I apprehended her caſe very 
ut rk and deplorable; yet durſt not entertain thoughts 


the Lord's totally and finally leaving covenanted 
Koiland, as he had accepted a ſacrifice by the blood 
bis faithful martyre, on all bis threefold offices. 
ind concerning the preſent witneſſes, and to be con- 
nued in a ſucceſſion of wirneſſes, I was comforted, 
om Zech. ix. 15, 16. Here their inſtrument of vic- 


wal is pointed out, The Lord of Hefts ſhall defen i 
d. n, and they ſball devour them, and ſubdue with 
„e ones ; and their glorious conqueſt follows, 


d the Lord their God ſhall fave them in that day, as. 


fach of his people ; for they ſhall be as the flones of 
neſs rown, liſted up as an enſign upon his lant. 
andi For the third, 1 found jt was a lawful calling, and 


re honourable, as our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
ndneti me upon earch, learned and followed that em- 

ent. M beets. ; 
As to the laſt, I pot no other anſwer but what is re- 
ed in Jer. iv. 1. 1/ thou wilt return, G /fracl, ſaith 
Lord, return unte me, and if tho wilt put away 


entiF': 250minations out of my fight, then ſhalt thou not 
thi TA | | — £2 3 5 . ; b "RTP SWF 1 
lere was declining Iſrael's fituation, which, no 
g oon, was, ſimilar enough; cur houſe had been 
, bil ancient in ſuffering for religion; (ſure have ſaid, 
fall cu firſt progenitors in this land fied from ibe 


ben per ſecutiou in the gth century;) however, we, 
d others, tave declined from the lertitude of our 
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foreſathbers in the ſuffering period; and the promiſe 
is only in following the foottteps of thoſe wha through 
Jaith and patience inherit the promiſes, that ſerve them- 
ſclves heirs to the faithfulneſs, &c. of thoſe noble con- 
tenders gone before them; ſo it bears, Return unto 
me, and thru ſbalt not remove ; —thou thalt be in a 
quiet and peaceable habitation, (hall not be turned 
and tofled from place to place, but be made to reſt 
upon the promile, The young lions do lack, and ſuffer 
 bunger ; but they that ſeck the Lord ſhall not want 
any good thing. nn. 
The continuance of my trouble occaſioned different 
_ proſpects, ſometimes ſome little hopes of a recovery, 
upon a little mitigation. Again, things appeared more 
dark and gloomy: However, in one of my bad times, 
I was made to pour out my complaint before the Lord, 
all other refuges failiog me. I came to this reſolu- 

tion before him, that if he had any more for me to do 


in a public way, on a little recovery, I was willing to 
do what he ſhould enable me unto.— If it pleaſed him 


to continue me on the ſtage even in this frail way, if 
I could do any thing for his glory, as an example of 
bis long ſuffering patience, then I deſired to be con- 
tent; nay, when I heard. of the futile and gallanting 
practices of my relations and acquaintances, I was ſo 


far from grudging or repining, that I would not ex- 
change lots with them, nay, with the moſt noble po- 


tentate, while a ſtranger to Jeſus Chriſt; but if he 


faid unto me, as David in another caſe ſaid, when go-i 
Ing out of Jeruſalem ia a molt dejected caſe and con- 


dition (as what I was really then in) If I ſhall find Va- 
vour in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me agatn 
and ſbew me both it and his habitation. But if he 


thus ſay, I have no delight in thee ; behold here am | 
let him do fo. nie as ſeemeth good unto him. If he would 
make me willing and ready to die, give me my foul for a 


prey, whatever of theſe ways it go, that ſhould be molt 
glorifying unto the r:ches of his free grace and unde- 


2 
MW ferved mercy; only, in this fituation, I made it my 
WM requeſt, that he would direct me to what means [ 
hovid.ute for a litile recovery; ſo I was directed to 
tike a vomit, and on the morrow got a ſweat, which 
eaſcd ine a little, (hut at that time wrought no real or 
thorough amendment, ) which was grounds of thankſ- 
riving and praiſe: And O! praiſe unto him, who has 
many times helped me in diſficulties! „„ 
May 2d. ] nad made it my requeſt before the Lord, 
that he would ſubdue my corruption, particularly theſe. 
two things: Anxiety concerning worldly things, which 
vas the more aggravated, as my outward ci cumſtan- 
ces no way needed to lay m2 under any temptation, 
being of no deſpiſ:able or mean circumſtance; yet. 
the enemy wrought me on this quarter, as ſome other of 
bis temptations were not likely to gain upon my weak- 
ly conſtitution. The other was, I could not take much 
food, from the undigeſt and filling up of my ſtomach, 
and boundneſs of my belly; yet, (like others in the 
lame caſe,) I took ſometimes a kind of longing for 
different meats and drink, and yet could take little 
when obtained; fo I defired a freedem from this need- 
leſs anxiety, lealt he might blaſt it, as he did to Mael, 
who lufted in the wilderneſs; they were plagued while 
the meat was in their mouths; many of whom, no 
queſtion, died inſepſible of their want of that fue 
bread that cometh down from heaven, this being tbet 
which can only ſztisfy the longing ſcul: for be the 
I inging foul doth fully ſatisfy. On the Monday morn- 
ing before I roſ-, which was well up in the day, I 
uſed, on account of the eoldneſs, to go about ſome 
kind of ſecret duty; my ordinary, in the Pſalzis, was 
Pal. xxxiv. 7, 8, 9, 10. 5 e 


The angel of the Lord encamps, 
And round encompaſſeth, 
Ajl thoſe about that de him fear, 
And them delivereth. | 


it 


There was nothing rematkeble in ſinging thef; 
- verſes till afrerwards; when conſidering the former re 
queſt, anent longing for different kinds of food, upo 
which theſe two laſt verſes returned upon my hear 


me cry out unto the Lord, with many tears, that ht 


ſummum bonum, chief good, and that they that truſted 
in him, ſhouid not want what was really good ane 


- vertalting perpetuity and duration. And here, wit 
- many tears, I would not have wanted what I got fro 
_- theſe texts, for all the meat I ſhould ever receive i 
this life. i ſang the laſt verſes over, as perhaps I hat 
not ſang it before; and ſo might (tho! very unworthily 
ſay, my couch I watercd. What uſe this (hall be ti 
me afterwards, | refer unto the Lord's determinatiol 
of the maiter in after periods of time; yet I dere t 
cleave to his own word of promiſe, yea, though 1 
may be thought 2 foolith and childiin_refemblance, 
came to that on the word, fut thou in the Lord, t 
ſtretch out my two hands as an emblem of gripp!iNn 
and holding Chriſt; and, rather than let bim go, 


how ſoon doth ſuch exerciſes become {ike the mornin 


_- ſhould be, it he ChovId never return with be gracio 
and divine influences of bis Holy Spirit, which I ba 


5 J 


D © tafte and ſee that Cod is good: be 
Mo truſts in him is bleſt,  _ ſh 
Fear God, his ſaints; none that him-ſear 
Shall be with want oppreſ. (e 
The lions young may hungry be, What 
And they may lack their foods wo 
But they that truly ſeek the Lord beg 
Shall nat lack any goad. o 


with ſuch power as I can ſcarcely expreſs, which made 


would let me ſee and taſte that God was the only true 


neceſſa'y for them here, and more in the end, toe 


would ſee both my hands cut eff, ſuch was my vebe 
ment ferment of mind. But oh! I have it to lament 


cl;ud, er early dew, that ſoon paſſes away, but the lol 


loht 
kno 


„ 
frequently provoked him to do, or finally withdraw, 
ſnould he deal with me as I have ſinned. 

What I have further to remark, to the praiſe of 
free grace, is, that upon May 16th, being the Sab- 
bath, and going out to my little garden for ſecret 
rorthip, and fitting down a little to reſt, before I 
began, thinking on my preſent weakneſs and condi- 
ton, that ſudden death might be at the door; and, 
under the dreadful apprehenſion of my great and 
rievous long continued fins, original and actual, 
that all the precious texts l had from time to time, 
night be but preſumption, a and that I might be lefr 
in| given up of God in the hour of my extremity, 
Fhich made me cry, or rather roar out, under theſe 
ful thoughts, with many tears; ſo that | might 
ſay, in the words of the Pfalmiſt, Pſal. XXXiX.-12. 
Har my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my cry; 
bid not thy peace at my tears; for I am a ſtranger with 
thee, and a ſojourner, as all my fathers were. But what 
us yet further noticeable, ſometime after, when 
came to read the portion of ſcripture I had deſign- 
l, unforeſeen to me, it was the very fame paſſage 
fore noticed, when I was under the ſame perplexi- 
Mark ii. 5. related Luke v. 20. Man, thy fins are 
given thee, which | knew not what to make of at 
he time; ſuch was my deſtitute condition, that I 


t 
8 | ould ſcarcely be brought to any preſent compoſure 
f mind. 
e 
* Sometime after this, I ending my trouble ſtill in- 
pin dealing, partly through perſuaſion, and for other 
0, talons, I ad ventured, in a very weakly way, to go 
rebel altcoats, for the benefit of the ſalt water, as many 


ther feeble and infirm perſons do, (as the impotent 


nent 
nine did at the pool,) though it is accounted: none of- 
e lol®: moſt religious places; however, during my ſtay 
coupe, though | was rather in a better way, yet, one 
bas elt, whether occaſioned by the cold, or ſca water, 


ow not, but, when I went to bed, I was.orcatly 


0 


— ＋— 


— 1 — — — 


tinued, unleſs in time of amuſement. I remembered 


— 


and what it coſt Tender Conſcience, how he got over 


I reſolved never to let go, come of me what would; 


a caſe, I was looking through my Bible tor ſome 


caſes, and ſo fel] upon that ſhort chapter, Jer. xlv. 


E 
ſwelled; my feet, legs, loins, and belly, in ſuch 3 
manner, that I b-gan to be afraid that death was ap- hel 
proaching, and in a ſtrange place too; this gave me?” 
ſome ſore exerciſes; on the morrow it was a little lg 
fallen; my ſecret courſe in ſinging fell out to be in 907 
Plal Ixvi. from the 5th verſe, but theſe words in the 
middle cf the 6th verſe, Even marching through the 
iced on foot. This gave me fore exercite; this repre- 
ſented itfelf as the Jordan of death to me, in my pre- 
ſent caſe, and on foot, no horſe, no rolling ſurges to 


ſwift failing, no galley with ears to help me through, but 
mult go through to the bottom, ſometimes on the“ 
ſurface; but, from my dark caſe and condition, poſ-M 
ſibly below water, and none to help. Oh! a dolour- | 5 
ous caſe! how many tears were ſhed! for though the pro 


Jaſt clauſe of the verſe might have yielded ſome com. af 


| fort, There did we rejoice, or, There we in him ere io! 
glad, as our metre expreſſes it; yet I could take lit- 
tle or no encouragement from that; this partly con-“ 


him who periſhed on the bundle of ſticks or reeds, 


head and ears before the ſhining one came“. All! 
could cry for, was juſt one grip of Chriſt's hand, thus 


and here | ſiſted till to-morrow, which was the Sab- 
bath. I went out to a little fpring-well, to receive 
ſome cooling water, the day being hot ; amongſt 0- 
ther exerciſes, which, alas! were too trifling in ſuch 


ſaitable place of ſcripture, at ſometimes I did in like 


particularly the 3d and 5th verſes, Moes me-now, fil 
the Lord hath added grief to my ſorrow : 1 fainted inn) 


* Any that world be pleaſed to conſult the Third Part of Bun. 
yan's Pilgrim's Progreſs, may ſee this relation anent the man 
periſhiig on the bundle of reeds, with many other paravolica 
things worth notice. | | | 


t 19d 


ſyhing : But particularly the laſt verſe, See thou 
great things for thyſelf? ſeet them not but thy life 4will 
give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou 


2 weſt. Theſe calmed me A little ; however, I may ſay 
de vrouble did remain. 


returned home; my trouble continued upon me; 
my deadneſs and darkneſs remained; I was ſometimes 
in a very ſorry ſituation; my eyes ſore with weep- 
ing. Though in my ordinary c urſe in, ſecret, being 
in the firſt chapter of John, and that concerning the 
woman who ſaid to him, The well is deep, and thou haſt 
wthing to draw avith, which was ſome exerciſeto me. 
[| endeavoured to fix upon that ſweet and precious 
promiſe, — He that cometh unto me, I will in noways 
caſt out. Yet, from my dark and precarious ſitua- 
tion, I was afraid if faith's footing was ſtare here; 
and therefore I was ſtill kept ſomewhat in my for- 
mer condition, 7 7 WW 

Being now, according to all outward probability, 
approaching nearer and nearcr the gates of death, 
and (till, for the moſt part, in a darker way as to my 
ſoul's caſe; my very body became dead, and of a 
ſkepy condition. Beſides, my family, which was an- 
other alarming circumſtance, being now, by appear- 
ance, entering upon a ſea of troubles, one of nine 
children having juſt now taken the ſmall pox, and 
bing moſtly advanced to a conſiderable age, which 
agoravated the circumſtance ſomewhat; which in- 
cined me to come to the following purpole or reſo- 
lution, to enter into the following ſhort engagement, 
my frailty admitting no more. And having been 
thereby detained, and put off from time to time, and 
alter ſome ſhort acknowledgment of my fins, from 
different places of fcripture, 1 came, after ſinging 
Plhl, Ivii. from the beginning to the 4th verſes 
namely, that 2d verſe; __ 

Q a 
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of Geneſis, concerning Jacob's vow, but very faintly 


laſting covenant, for pardon and fanctification, a 


4 One in Three, and Three in One unity of eilenceg 
1 ], a poor miſerable creature, broken under a bod 


« acknowledging, at leaſt defiring, from the ver 
bottom of my ſoul, to confeſs myſelf an heir 0 
hell and wrath, by nature and wicked practices 


% deepeſt of humility, avouches thee, O heaven) 
„ Father, to be my covenanted God: Thee, O evet 
& blefſed Son, to be my complete Saviour and dell 


JW * * —— —U—U—ä4ũ. ů ů · 3 
my 4 
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My 6 cry 1 will atze to Hen. i 
Uni, the Lord Mc; H; why... 4 3 
To God, who doth all es Ar “Ii 8 On 
Perform moſt perfectly. 7 


And reading part of the 28th and 35th chapters 


and weakly from what ſometimes my exerciſes had 
been, for which I muſt flee to the blood of the ever 


mongſt my other fins of omiſſion and commiſſion = 
both reſpecting myſelf and family, of whom I might, 


ſometimes take up David's complaint, Although nyll 
 bouſe be not ſo: with God, yet he hath made with me al 


van covenant, Oc. 


« 0 eternal and ever bleſſed Trinity of perſons 


40 of fin and death, doth come this day, and call 
„ mylelf proſtrate before thee, here on this bed 


* 


© for which I deiire to draw near unto thee for the 
« complete remiſſion of ſin. And here, with the 


«« verer from fin through thy blood. And thee, ON, 
« Divine Spirit, as my Sanctifier, one God in diving, : 
s being, equality, perſonality, and eſſence of nature, 
« And here, as ſolemnly as the nature of the thing, , 
« will admit, renounces all other lords, lovers, anq b 
« luſts, in principle, heart, and life; and herev, ; 
« gives myſelf over to thee, ſoul and body, folemn\iy ©. 
« engaging to be thine, what little time I have ai0: il, 4 


« ted ms to live 1 in this world, and thine {or ever te 


T1911 

10 the endleſs ages of eternity; that ſo thou may he 
« my God in covenant, and the covenanted God of 
« my feed; I give them, wholly, foul and body, wife 
and children to be thine, and for thy ſervice, while 
on the ſtage of time; and, in that day, when thor 
mabeſt up thy jewels, foes may be thine; that thou 
may<ſt make them dwell in peace, and lye Cown 
(in lafety, ſaying to every one of us, Iwill betroth 
thee unte me in righteouſneſs, and in judgment, and in 
loving-kindneſjes, and in mercies, and in faith fidneſe, 
and thou ſhalt know the Lord, Wc. 

„% And | do here ſolemnly renounce and abandon 
all ſuch as have ſpoke or written opinions diminu- 
tive unto Father, Son, and bleſſed Spirit, or thoſe 
who have contrived or vended damnable nations 
or doctrines contrary to the doctrines of the ever 
bleſſed word of God, whether Atheiſts, Deifts, A- - 
rians, Unitarians, Pelagians, Socinians, Arminians, = 
Antitrinitarians, ancient or modern; all that main 
tain any tenets or opinions contrary to our Refot . 
mation and ſtandard doGrine:, contained and ſunn- 
med up in our folemn covenants; ;, which covenants. 
and ſtandard doctrines I have lived in the belief of, 
and deſires to die in the perſuaſion and belief of 
them; and through divine ſtrength I would hav.» 
„been willing to have died, or laid down my life for: 
the cauſe and intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, as Zion's 
King and Lord, if called by him therenntos An 
« hereby gives over all theſe, be they never fo Gelpi - 
cable in parts or number, who have deſired to wit- 
„ neſs and contend for thy truths, cauſe, and inte- 
# reſt, in this dark and cloudy Jay, that thou mayeſt 
i defend them, whether from open or ſecret ene- 
u mies, as it were, with fling ſtones, that fo they nray 
be as the tones of a crown, and lifted up as an ene | 
„n upon his land. And now, reſolving and adhe- 
ring to any thing of this nature I have formerly 


* engaged in, relolving what little time I have to 
O. 3 


E 


„ live, that I ſhall ſtrive and reſiſt all manner h 
„of fin and felf; hereby taking hold of Gods 
s covenant, renouncing and abandoning, irrever. il 
64 ſibly and irrevocab!y, the devil and all his works; 

« the world, with all its allurement*; the fleſh, with 

6 all its ſenſual pleaſures; and ſtudy to live boni 

« and foberly all the ſhort days of my appointed 

« time here; and commits whatever Jam concerned 
in at peeſent, over to thy management. — And nowl 
„ glory and eternal praife be to thee, O eternal Fa. uf 
„ ther! who ever deviſed ſuch a plan of ſalvation, et 
66 through the medium, merits, and blood of thy th 
« own Gon: And to thee, O Glorious and Eternal to 
„ Son of the Father's bofom! whom: I take as my a 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King, who did undertake and i» 


« finiſhed this work honourably. And to thee, OEM 
a {-rnal and Bleſſed Spirit? who applies, by faving to 
« faith, and fanQfes all that come unto thee;—M n: 

«« ſo, reſolving to be thine, living and dead, fer time v. 

<< and eternity, and that no mifconduRt, or failure on . 
* wy part, ſhall make void this ante d thoug i cu 
% de a covenant- breaking creature, yet it is thy pre- 20 

e rogative, to be a God keeping covenant, truth, in 
4 faithfulneſs, and mercy : Pardon: what is done a of 

« miſs on my part; and let what is here done on fu: 

« earth be fos ever ratified and recorded in heaven. pri 
„ In teſtimony whereof, whatever becomes of me, fro 
I ſet to my ſeal and hand, in. teſtimony- that 60 = ] 

$ is true, whereof all Inge are witneffes. nat 

8 int 
Sp. 28th, 1792. $7 JOHN FRO Ws * 
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This feeble undertaking, done in the greateſt % i 
weakneſs, was far inferior both as to manner, and » 
matter of form, to what was intended; but more a mm 
as to its ſpirituality, the principal thing 3 in tas cafes | 


＋ 3 
M however, for a benin den | fang t theſe few lines of 
119 Plalm, 115 verſe. | 


- 


All ye that evil doers are, 


1 Hom me depart avay ; 
y For the commandments of my Cod, 
d T pur poſe to obey. 


w Which concludes this tran faction perhaps tlie laft 
upon the ſtage of time, before my entrance into an 
eternal world of ſpirits: And O! that it may be in 
the apoſtles dialect, the martyrs coneluſion, in going 
to an eternal world, —unto Mount Zion, and. to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Ferujalem, and to am 
innumerable company of angels, to the general aſſembly an 
church of the firſi born which are written in heaven, ani 
t Gad the Judge of all, and to the fpirits of juſt men 
vad perfect, and ia Feſus the Mediator of the new (6 
meſſ venaut, and to the blood of ſprinkling, Sc. Cc. 
oa As I cannot enumerate all the things and qr 
vohM cumſtances, with their various viciſſitudes, that has 
pre- gone over me, which, alas! alas! is little and mean 
att, in compariſon of the exerciſes, and various outgates 
e a- of many of the Lord's covenanted people; yet I may 
on fun up” a ſhort and feeble compend of fome of the 
principle ordinances, means, and duties called for 
from ſuch as ſhall be heirs of falvation, &c. And, 
Firſt, As ſor the duty of Prayer, one of the ordi- 
ances, or avenues; wherein God diſcovers himſelf 
into his people; and though our Weſtminſter Di- 
ines defcribes it, “ An offering up-of our defires to 
„God, for things agreeable to his will, in the name 
6 of Chriſt, with confeſſion of our ons, and thank- 
«ful acknowledgment of his mercies;”—and what 
„an warranted from ſcripture, Jer. x. 2 5 Matth. vi. 6. 
ore AMbake i. 10. yet it may be expreſſed in other terms; 
caſes t is the travel of the foul betwixt emptineſs and ful- 
Ie; — between miſery and mercy; — between. inabi- 


TIE; 


eſt ol 
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lity to help ourſelves, and complete ability in a prayer 


hearing God to help us; —or, in ſhorter terms, it is I © 
one deep crying to another deep, or the depths of il © 
our neceflities crying unto the depths of God's ful. ll © 
neſs; the meſſenger of the ſoul, that keeps up an Il © 
intercourſe and correſpondence with heaven. But, Il © 
as to my own caſe, the greater part of my life, I may b 
lay, with Jamentation, though having the form, yet! 3 
was a ſtranger to the life and true ſpirit of prayer; 4A 
and, even, after | began to think about religion, oh!“ 
how manifold miſgivings of heart have I had, cold, M.., 
formal, and lifeleſs prayers! Said the diſciples, We NY 


have toiled all night, and have catched nothing ; yet, at thy 
command, we will let down the net. Sometimes | have 
' Prayed without a due awe or reverence of the maje- 10 
ſty and omnipreſence of that God whom I invoked: 


—Sometimes I have prayed, and very often without e 
due conſideration, never minding to Jook after à re-. J 
turn, and what became of my petitions, which, in- C 
deed, is the cauſe that there are fo many unanſwered MY © 
prayers. Sometimes, being fo conſcious of my guilt, = 


and breach of God's holy law, it was a terrification 
to go unto the place of ſecret prayer, and, when there, 
I ſcarce durſt utter a word. At other times, I began 
with much amazement and diſcouragement, and could 
ſcarce utter any more than God be merciful to me a ſin- 
ner !—gSometimes I have been ſtrongly inclined to the 
duty, but was retarded. — At other times, when at- 
| tending to it, I began with ſome fervency, but by 
reaſon of my wandering heart, and ſtraying affec- 
tions, Satan cheated me out of my frame, petitions, 
and all, and fo all came to little or no account. A- 
gain, I have been dry, and in a dead frame in the 
family, and more lively in private; and, on the con 
trary, in a more lively frame in the family, and more 
dead, languid, lifeleſs, and hurried, in ſecret.— Some 
times, in company, I have becn more afraid, that 
might utter ſome ill-guarded expreſſion, or unſuit 


my 
hi 
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0 it 
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„ 
able words, noticeable to my fellow-chriſtians, than 
| of oſtendiug the glorious Object of ali divine adora- 
"E tion.—Yet, after all, 1 cannot ſay, but I have many 
times had much fervency and enlargement of heart, 


brought in upon my foul, which I was enabled. to 
plead with great fervency ; which texts, in part, be- 


recite here. And, 
vecondly, As to Praiſe, a well warranted duty, Iſa. 
l. 8. Eph. v. 19 James v. 13. I may ſafely ſay, that 
this exerciſe of praiſing was the moſt delightiome to 
me, and went beſt on with me of all the duties of re- 
ligion. 1 moſtly, in the latter part of my life, carried 
a little Pfalm-book on me, in which I took the op- 
portunity to ſing a ſhort part ſometimes beſide my 
lecret duty of ſinging, reading a ſhort portion of ſerip- 
ture, and prayer; and. particularly ſuch Pſalms as I 
frequently uſed, and took moſt delight in, beſides my 

ed e e ay np FN a bee 
morning and evening ordinaries, viz. Pſalm i. Plat. 


* xvi, and Pſal. xvii. Pſal. xxlii. and Pal. xxvii. Plal. 
te. ii. Pfal, xlv. and that precious bundle of promi- 
þ 


les, Pſal xci. with Pſa!. cxix. and Pſal. cxlv. with ſe- 
naberahothers, which I would gladly have claimed as 
Iny own Pſalms; and that ciii. and cvii. Pfalms, 
hs waich I have often with great pleaiure ſung, in way 
of thankſgiving for his mercies, or in ſtraits. And in- 

by leed, I muſt ſay, that ſuch as will not fing Pſalms, or 
do it only for the faſhion's ſake, or with reluctance, 
either in public, or. private in families, ſhall. never be 


with theſe hundred forty and four thouſand, ſtand- 
nz upon Mount Zion, with harps in their hands, 
inging the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb, ſaying, Wor- 
lby is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and 
W'ches, and honour, and bleſſing, Sc. Wc 4 

it Thirdly, With reſpect to perſonal vawing or cq« 


and has been much comforted from God's word 


ing formerly mentioned, though not all, 1 thall not 


almitted or honoured to ſing theſe anthems of praife 
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venanting, though I ſaw, and maintains it to be x in 
moſt uſeful and deſirable duty, of great utility and IJ 
advantage, pleadable in all caſes, Remember how unto 4 
| God he fware, and vowed to Jacobs mighty One; and. | 
though 1 have the formality of two tranſactions, re- be. 
corded here in writ, to which many times 1 have, bi, 
when enlarged in prayer, reading, or hearing, deſi. In 
Ted to adhere unto; yet never entered into any for. Lo 
mal renewals, finding a great difficulty in muitiply. Nef, 
Ing of engagements, many of whom were broke, or * 
little minded; though I grant it has been the laud. MW! n 
able practice of many of the Lord's eminent ſaints Ire. 
and ſervants, whoſe practice I do nowiſe diſcom-W'* 
mend; but oft-tirqes 'pminent duties call for eminent 
ſirength, and Satan watches all our movings, 125 we 
are nit ignorant of his devices. 
Fourthly, Reading, another appointed mean; and 
though I have, in the former part of my life, had 
much unprofitable reading; yet, for ſometime I have 
ſcarcely met with any ſubject, treating upon the large 
volume of creation and providence, but what afford 
ed ſome leflons to me, of the infinite power, divine 
ſovereignty, and -omnipotency of God; but particu 
larly God's word, as has been already noticed, eſpe 
cially that expreſſion of Chriſt's to the woman, Joh 
viii. 11. Neither do I condemn thee, John xi. 435 44 
' Lazarus, come forth— looſe him, 3 let him go. Thomas 
words, chapter xx. 28. My Lord, and my Gad. Mart 
ii. 5. Son, thy fins be forgiven thee. Joby; 3, 16 
Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo thut awhere I am the 
ye may be alſo, To which 1 may add ſceondary helf 
the practical writings of ſound approved - divine: 
particularly the writings of Mr. Guthrie, Mr. She 
herd, Mr. Broun of Wamphrey, Mr. Gra 
Durham, Mr. Rutherfoord, Dr. Collins, an Im 
add theſe three great ſtandard- bearers, miniſters at 
martyrs, Meſſrs. Cargil, Cameron, and Renwick, 7 
of whom, I think, ſpake from experience, and whe 
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in you will read few paragraphs, or particulars, but 
you will find ſomething of a ſpiritual and heavenly 
„„ „„ EEE 
Fifthly, For Meditation and Self-examinarion, it 
became ſometimes difficult to me, through the inſta- 
| Wvilty of my mind; but I was often obliged to cry out 
Win the words of the Pfalmiſt, Search and try me, O 
Lird, examine and prove me; help-me to this exerciſe 
of thy own appointment. . 
vixthly, As to Hearing I profited little, by what 
| might have done, partly from the deceitfulneſs and 
treachery of Satan, and my own heart, betwixt whom 
the word was often ſtolen away, or loſt. Beſides, 
8 was already ſome-where noticed, my apprehenſion 
of want of due caution, and faithfuineſs in the preach- 
ers, and ſometimes treating on points no way advan- 
ageous to my real apprehenſion to our ſtandard doc- 
tines, and the doctrine of approved divines, reform- 
ng and ſuffering gone before us; all which, to ſay 
10 worſe, were means of marring my ſucceſs in hear- 
ng the goſpel preached; yet in the applications of 
krmons, when 1 heard a full offer of Chriſt, and of 
hat purchaſed ſalvation, I made it my practice, and 
ndeavoured with what ardour of affection, and de- 
ire the Lord enabled unto, to accept of the offer, take 
told of God's covenant, and adhere to my former 
mpagements, as far as enabled by the Lord there- 
lnto; yet ſometimes, when I expected much in at- 
lending, it came to litile, as expreſſed by the prophet. 
ind again, I have been unexpectedly taken among 
ie ſtuff of my own imaginations and inventions. 
Seventhly, For the Sacraments, particularly the 
upper; I durſt but ſcarcely partake of it, and that 
ith much fear, and but ſeldom, not only on account 
the terms of church communion, which I, and on 
ers looked upon to be ſomewhat difficult, but alſo 
n account of my own unworthineſs, diffidence, and 
"ant of ſuitable exerciſes and frame; fo that I may 


made me conclude, that it was an eye {ore to him, 


practiſed duty by the church and people of God, 
e in dangerous and neceſſitous times. 


cient in, and partly through my baſhfulneſs and dif. 
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ſay, my cas in this was fnitar to thoſe mentioned 0 


> by the apoſtle, Heb. ii. 15. Who were all tpeir l Tife q 
time kept in bondage through far. 55 1 


Eightly, For that approven duty of Faſting, Luke In 
v. 35. + Cor. vii. 5. I was in a great meaſure a ſtran.  t: 
ger unto for a long time, at leaſt family and perſonal. at 


After | came to practiſe it on different occaſions, and I v 
found it, together with diets of thankſgiving, of no di 
| ſmall advantage. Some profeſſors, perhaps, will tell Wo! 
you, that they do not lock upon this practice as ne. I. 
ceſſary; they place all in what they call a practical Win 
daily walking with God; true, this is the lite of re. Wit 


ligion, could they_do o And thouph I got not M'”7 


what [ expected, or gladiy would have been at, 447 
thorough acknowledgement of, and grieving for fin, 4 
particularly as hateful, contrary to, and prieving to 
a holy God; yet 1 found ſometimes Satan, and my [pe 


own corrupt heart was upon my top ſoon after, which 


and what a true Chriſtian will find a commanded and 0 


Ninthly, Inſtructing of children and ſervants, Gen. 
Xviii. 19. a duty I acknowledge myſelf greatly deff, 


fidence, and being unqualified, and that it ſhould 
not be well taken off my hand; and yet, I acknow- 
ledge, the neglect of maſters nad parents in this, 1 


* Althouah the moſt part of 01196 be great neige 6 
this duty of f aſt ing, and inſtead thereof, are taken up with feaſt- 
ing; yet the godly exerciſed Chriſtian, many times is led out t( 
this duty, and will be countenanced of the Lord therein. And 
indeed, in ſuch a day as this, when deadnels | in religion is ſo ver) 
great, would men but ſpend as much time in taſting, mourning 
and ſupplication to the Lord, as they ſpend in gallanting, mad 
ne ſs and folly, it would be niors promiſing like, and would viele 
them more comfort in a dying hour: but ſuch as will not mou 
Cor fin in time, will get a long cteruity to bewail their ſolly whe 
it is too late, 


» 
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one of the reaſons of the corruption of youth, and the 
q ſtolute manners of the young and riſing generation. 
l cannot ſay that I was altogether negligent of uſing 
means of inſtruction, from ſound and approven Ca- 
techiſms, and giving them advices; and, what was 
an alleviating circumſtance in my condition, they 
were ſtell continued alive with me, (except two who 
died in nonage“;) ſo that this opportunity ſtill offered 
for ſupplying in part this omiſſion, it the Lord ſhould. 
ſtrengthen, fortify, and enable thersunto, as Chriſt, 
in another caſe ſaid, concerning the woman to his 
diſciples anent the poor ;—For ye have the poor al- 
ways with you, and when ye wiil ye may do them 
cg ir Foo On „ 
Laſt'y, I may add Publiq Teſtimony- bearing: and, 
indeed, have lived in an evil time; and, in this re- 
ſpect has ſcen, or done litils good; and in this. I was 
ten no leſs deficient in, than injured; for ſome ac- 
tounted me noiſy and obſtreperous, for making diſ- 
torde, and judged very far upon by them, for which 
| beg the Lord's forgiveneſs to them;—whereas 1 
vas often too eaſily prevaiied upon, when a fair way 
was taken with me; and, among: other fins of omiſ- 
lan, T have this to lament over, my faintneſs in this 
eſpeCt, and that L was not more fervent and bold in 
lefence of Chriſt's deſpiſed and borne-down truths, 
ind abſtraction through human frailty, a faſt tem- 
per, or loud, quick way of ſpeaking, &c. Yet I 
"uld retract nothing, but the nearer proſpect of 
ath, the more confirmed views of this, that the 
aſt of Chriſt's precious truths ought to he contend- 
u for; and that this he will approve of in a day of 
feCtion and diviſion; and what may comfort and 
courage every poor contending Chriſtian, whether 


lis old ſon, being the on of his firſt wife, died in harveſt, 
92, of the epidemic trouble of youth, the ſmall pox But it 
Old ſeem from what is ſaid here, that. he was alive when this 


P 


as wrote. N | 


againſt internal difficulties, or external prevailing ea 
vils, that however much tribulation they may have in 


all going down the ſtream, the track or cuirent, thro' 


wider and wider; That Cad, as a treop, he ſhallovercome 


the reaſons or grounds of a few refleCtions : 


riouſly I was aſſaulted and oppoſcd by Satan, and my 


ted to zſſault me with any blaſphemous ejection, 0 


duty; ſometimes an outward terror upon my body ap 


battle. 


watchfulneſs, mortification of fin, heart humility, an 
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a world, by Satan, their own corruptions, and from 
compliers, in an ape ſtate and degenerate generation, 


its conſtant running, or folling on, is ſtill waxing 


at laſt; and it cannot be other wife: for the Lord hath 
that glorious title to himſelf, JEHOVAH NISI, The 0 
Lord is my Banner. : 

Upon the whole, theſe, aniongſt ochere, may be 


1ſt, I no ſooner began to ſet about the more fervent E 
exerciſes of the duties of religion, than the more ſu- 


own corrupt treacherous heart, ſo that my predominate 0 
luſts ſet out their heads, with a moſt alarming appear-M.” 
ance, and carnal worldly, unneceſſary thoughts, 1 
crouded in upon me, that (as worthy Mr. Blair in his 
caſe, * has before me obſerved) I could have known 
the Sabbath morning, before I well awoke, though [ 
had never. known a certain day of the week by ano- 
ther; a ſhocking diſcovery of Satan's attempts, upo 
the depravity of human nature. And, 

2d, When, by dieine permiſſion, Satan was permit. 


ſudden temptation upon the Sabbath, or in time 0 
peared, which made it more difficult to make any ef 
fectual or honourable reſiftance againſt the enemy: 1 
that I was in danger to come foiled off the field 0 


3d, In all the 1 or duties of religion, 1 foun 


ſanctiſication of life, to be moſt difficult, and that 
pon a new ſurrender of myſelf to God, or reſolution t 


v See Blair? s liſe, Page 25, Edition 1754 


E 
4 Jurys. 1 thought [ mould have a renewed freedom, or 
outgate from the aſſaults, and prevelancy of fin: dut 
behold, I ſound, by experience, the contrary, which 
made me often helitate, yea, almoſt conclude, . | 
cauld never be the ſpots of Ged's children. 

Finally, Whea ! look back upen my ſhort and de- 
ſpile able life, I find it aliogether made up of deficien- 
ties, faults, and imperfections. My diſpoſition was 
bmewhat ſoft, my bodily conſtitution weak or tender, 
which ſoon brake; ſo that no apparent probability yet 
occurs, that I {hall attain either to an advanced age, 
or even to the age of ſome of my mediate progenitors: 
but it is a queilion, whether it is the greateſt difſicul- 
ly to live, or die well? to be united unto Chriſt, to 
live unte, and die in him, is the fummary of all. A 
God reconciled in Coriit, a complete Sxviour. Here 
ve aie often in the da! k, ſee and know but in part; 
but when once admitted into the higher houſe, we ſhail 
fee face to face, and know as we are known. Here the 
Wiclicver ſces and lives by faith, but there by open vi- 
> Won, where all the graces mult g give place to love and 
Wonder, The great volume of God's creation, word, 
20nd providences mult be folded up, and the heavens 
„Pert as a ſcroil, and then«the believer muſt read on 


9 he book of God's eſſeatial properties only. Here 
1 hey are freed from the power of fin, but there is an 


ternal freedom from the very indwelling of it. Here 
ap ere is only a deliverance from Satan, but there ſhall 
e a freedom from all his temptations. It is only there 
þ hat begun grace ſhall be raifed to perfection. Here 

f Jion is only ſantified to us. But there will be a 
tliverance from all trouble, with the ſanRified fruits 


" it for ever. And here only he ſupports us againit 
ol e fears of death, bat there he ſhall ſet us beyond 
| 


; kev of death, and we tall die no more; becauſe 
on ve, ye all live alſo. 


bu: there we lha!l be admitted into the company 
So. 


E 1 


ok the firſt bor n, that ſtately troop, whoſe glory it haz 
been to have their garments waſhed in the blos of the 
ſpotleſs Lamb, and continually fourijh before him, one 


glance of whoſe plorious and beautiful face, ſhall make N hi 
all /ghing and ſorrow for ever 10 jly away. wn 


OBSERVATION Sffh 


CONCERNING LE © 


THE AUTHOR. 


I 

: N e e the 
IJAVING now had a view of the many ſtruggleg ub. 
and exerciſe, both internally and externally, i the 
which the author laboured under, in body and mind ber 
for the ſpace of little more than nine years. For th « 
reader's further information, it may yet be proper tin: 
obſerve a few things: In the year 1791, he began ted 
be troubled, to appearance, with the rheumatiſm, be, 
pains through his body, and more fixed in the kneq; ia. 
He went a few days to the ſalt water; but did nolyrilc 
ſtay ſo long, as to reap any great comfort. lain 
From that time, till February 1792, he continu ſt 
ed, 


in the ſame way; but afterwards his troubles (till ad 
vanced, under a complex of various diſorders, till ti ca 
day of his exit. Afterwards, in the month of- Maf 
and his brother with him in the eli by themſelve 
he aſked, what did he think of this trouble he ne 
had? To which he replied, what did he think ado! 
it himſelf? Then he faid, he did not know what ! 
think. Then his brother ſaid, as to what views | 


1 


3M had at preſent, it appeared that his trouble would not 
bring ſudden death, but, at the ſame time, would ne- 
ever leave him, andi it might be proper for him to ſet 
e his houſe in order before he left time. To which he 

anſwered, as to that, I am in a ſtrait or difficulty, he 

ſaid, what to do: but the main reaſon of difficulty, 

before his death, was removed, and to the public 
ſerves of no end to be known, with other things of 
tie like nature. 

When in his trouble, one time a conference took 
place about the marks of true and faving faith, and 
what an indiſpenſable duty it was for a true believer 
to have; for, without faith, it is impolioie to pleaſe 
Cod: for there were much ſpeculation about faith; 
but oh! how few were there to be found, that could 
vive a true definition of it, by keit N from 
the heart? 

Firlt, It was obſerved in the 11th of the Hebr ews, 
the apoſtle gives the definition of faith to be «the 
ſubſtance of things hoped for, (or, as in the margin, 
the ground or confidence} the evidence of things not 
ſeen; for by it the elders obtained a good report,” 
lt was the worthy fruits thereof in the fathers of old 
ime. Through faith thoſe holy men were ſtrengthen— 
ed to undergo torture, not accepting deliverance, that 
hey might obtain a better reſurrection. They hal 
als of cruel mockings, fcourgings, of bonds and im— 
mfonments, ſtoned, and ſawn aſunder, tempted, anil 
lain with the ſw ord; they wandered about in 
0 ſheep-ſkins and goats, deſtitute, afil'ted, torment- 
ta, and wandered in deſerts, and in mountains, and 
hn caves, and dens of the earth, of whom the world 
vas not worthy ; were ſtrengthened through Chriſt, 
heir glorious Had, to undergo all theſe hardthips 
ad crue! ſufferings: and ought not all his people in 
rouble patiently to bear under, and undergo, on ac- 
wunt of their io, for Chriſt's fake, the ſhocks of ſore 
7s | Wiction, and at laſt death, who unſtinged death for 
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them, „ chufing rather to ſuffer aMi&ion with the I k. 
people of God, chan to 921 the pleaſures ot in tor ot 


aJcaſon.” . po 
Secondiy, It was obſerved; that, by our ſtandard 5 
define, we were taught, chat, by faving faith, a IL. 


Chriſtian believech to be true whatloever is revealed Ned 
in the word, for the authority of God himſelf ſpeak. A. 
ing therein, and acteth differently upon that which I 74: 
each particular paſſage thereof containetn, yielding of 
bedience to the command:, tremblsth at che threa- 
tenings, and embracing the promiſes of God for this 
life, and that which is to come. But the principal 
acts of faving n are accepting, receiving, and reſts 
ing upon Chriſt alone for juſtification, ſanctiſication, 
and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace. 
Thirdly, It was obſerved, that our firſt reformers 
held, that faith in Chriſt is a ſure perſuaſion, that he 
is the only Saviour of the world, but ours in ſpecial, 
who believe in him. And Peter faid, Ve believe, and 
ere fure, that thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living God, 
John vi. 69. See alſo the whole chapter. 
Fourthly, It was obterved, that Mr. Guthrie, in 
his Trial of a Saving ſatereſt, ſays, ©« Juſtiiying faith 
is not to believe that I am elected, or that Chriſt 
died for me, or the like. Thele things are very dith- 


cult at the firſt hand to be won at.” : — He fays, Ju- 


ſtifying faith is not any of the. forefaid things. —I1F / 
grant,” he ſays, „he that believeth on Jeſus Chriit, Arr. 
believeth what God hath faid anent man's finful mind 
ſerable condition by nature, that there is life in him; 
Son, who was ſlain, and is riſen again from the dead, Wong 
But theſe things, or many ſuch truths, do not tpcaidie }: 
true and juſtifying faith; for then it were ſimpiy aur | 
act of the underſtanding: but juſtilying faith is chiek Rob! 
ly and principally an act or work of the will. 0 
the heart, that is, believed unto rigliteomſneſs, Rom. Ig 
10. lt is not to be icve that God rated hi ft fron b 
the dead—devils have that faith alſo; The ſcripturg | 


8 


fron 


otur N 


hath clearly faire MIT faith into a receiving 
of Chriſt: 
po tber t9 become the ſons of God, even to them that believe 
on bis Name, John i. 12. It is called a faying on the 
Lord, Iſa. xxvi. 3. and a trufi in Cod, often mention- 
ed in the Pſalms; and the word is a leaning on him: 
All that the Father giveth me, ſuall come to Di ;, and him 


that cometh to me, 1 will in nswiſe cajt out No man can 


come to me, except the Father, which bath fect ne, draw 
bim, John vi. 37, 44. 

And, laſtly, by faith, he ſaid, © we were to under- 
ſtand, as if a man Fallen into a river, carried down 
the Nream by the current of the water, and ready to 
periſh, graſps at a twig or willow on the beach of the 

water with his hand, and there reits, having taken a 
fait hold, till he gets further relief: ſo a man, feein 
his Gaful and miſerable condition, and ſinking fitua- 
ton by nature, and ready to periſh, ſtretcheth out 
the hand of faith, taketh hold of Chrift in the Pro- 
miles from his ward: and there reits, as his fure city 

of refuge, left the avenger of blood overtake him.” 

In converſation, and not far from his end, was aſk 
ed by friends, What he thought now; for by ſome he 
had been judged too ſtrenuous in way of teſtifying 
and teſtimony- bearing, in contending tor the faith 
mce delivered unto the ſaints? 

As to the manner he had, bat not as to the mat. 
ter. He ſaid, nature had ſometime: overcome him, 
ind he had been led into anger, which afterwards he 
kmented ; but, if he were to begin his life, or live 


bnger, be thought he would be more firict than 


he hach been, and adhere more cloſely to the work of 
wr Reſormation, and teſtimonies left to us by our 


Wovie cloud of martyrs and worthy conſeſſors. IIe 


bad done too little, and not been fo faithful in advi. 
ing others as he ought: We ought not to flinch or 


o backward from the truth, but ſtand our ground, 
ud (ze the faivation of our God: And that where. 


As many as received him, to them gave be 
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unto we had attained, we were to walk by the ſame 
rule, and mind the fame thing. 

About the month of july he went to the falt water 
at Saltcoats, and ſtaid near two weeks, but was n6t 
'fo long as he ought to have done. He appeared to 
be a little better when he came home, but ſoon re. 
turned again to his old ftance, We have ſeen what 
fome of his exerciſes were there, but ſhall paſs them. 

In the month of September, one of his ſons came 
5780 with the ſmall pox, and after him another, till 
all became infected; and, laſt of all, his oldeſt ſon 
John took them, and ill appeared badly, and about 

the 14th day from the beginning died. 

Ilsa the time of the trouble, and being near to o- 
thers, and alſo others of the children, any perſon 
who came to fee them, and went about worthip, 


| = could perform it where almoſt all of them could hear. 


A perſon, who in worſhip ſung a part of the 3gth 
Pſalm, from the gth verſe to the end, and from the 
laſt verſe and thele wry, a 


0 port thou me, that 'F my 4556. 908 
Necover may again, 
Before from hence I do depart, 5 


And here no more remain. = 


He ſaid, from theſe lines, Werten cn his mind when 
finging, that he would recover ſomewhat be fore his 
end. Which came to paſs; for he lived more than 
three months after this. * 
That morning, being Tueſday, that is 65 John 
died, he was deſired by his wife, and another friend, 
to rite and fee him, if he could, before he died. fo 
which he replied, he is not yet at that of it. Bat 
they iofiſted on him to riſe, and got him ſome clothes, 
and he being then in a ſarprile, came to the bed-fid 


where he lay; and, to his great grief, found that it rf 


would be death preſently, He aſked a few things ag 
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| him; but, as he could not be heard, although he un- 

derſtood what was ſaid, and efſayed to anlwer, we 
MW vill paſs them in fence, and what 'his father. alked 
allo. 

The old man then ſaid to a friend ſtanding by, he 
might obſerve this as a leilon, two dying perſons 
ſpeaking to one another; and then kneeled down 
before the bed, and in prayer made a free and ample 
acknowledgment to the Lord, in his ſon's behalf, as 
to his ſins, original and actual, omiſſion and . 
ſion; and then interceded to the Lord for mercy to 
his ſoul; and alſo confeſſed” his own neglect in duty 
towards him; implored for mercy to them both, to- 
the great ſurpriſe of thoſe ſtanding by, being both 
long and particular as ever they had heard; and he 
being ſo weakly in body, became the more wonder- 
r. W ful; and then went into the byre, and prayed by 
th himſelf. This he did, while one was praying for the 
ne MW joung man at the cloſe of life, and about ſeven in 

the morning, his foul went from him into eternity, to 
experience a world of ſpirits, One going to his fa- 
ther, to inform him, who in haſte creeping up, fell 
down again, and received a hurt, and then ſaid to a 
perſon, when he knew that he was dead, “ And has 
tae Lord done this, and hid it from me; it wont not 
to be ſo ſome time paſt; what poor ſinful creatures are 
en MW ve! I fee I muſt yet have more haggipg;“ and then re- 
bis peated the words of David, when he knew that his 
nan ben Abfalom was dead, ſe veral times over; and then 
faid, If I had ang this, 1 had reſted none this 
5hn night; ; O what is this!” _ 
di On the day of his fon's interment, he roſe, got on 
bo bme clothes, and ſpoke with friends as much as poſ- 
But üble; and convoyed the corpſe a few falls from the 
hes tor; and then bi farewell to the whole company, 
RdeÞn ſaid they would never all ſee him again, till in the 
at le bine way would have the occalion. Alter this he 1 was. 
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never out at the door but once or twice at the mot, 
till carried the fame way.  _ 5 
In the time of his trouble, many friends and Beil 
douts came to ſee him, and converſed with him; he 
made: all welcome, but worll invite none, becauſe he 
nad not clearneſs to join in prayer with all theſe gif. 
ferent denominations of profe ſſors i in our divided times 
in the church, but only fuch as, in appearance, had a 
religious walk and converfation; and carried a teſti- 
mony againſt the ſins and defections of the times, in 
part, ſome way or otber.. 
Oa the Thurſday before he died, by oeriba aſked at 
him, how he was? To which be anſwered, ** That 
he thought that ſurely he could not be very long nos; 
but what did he think? was he not faſt a-dving? To 
which the perſon ſaid, that be might have a little time 
yet; but he would like to know what comfort he had 
got under his trouble now ? was he afraid to die? He 
anſwered, That he was nct without fear, and had been 
ſo for ſometime. To which the perſon returned, Of 
that, he nothing doubted :. but bad he never gotten 
any promiſe from the word, as a ground of hope, 0 
which the Lord had cauſed him to truſt; ſaith was a 
truſting or leaning on the promiſcs? Then he faid 
Yes, af, 
_ 1ft, From the wards of Naomi to Ruth, Auth, ir 
18. Fer the man will nat be at reſt till be hath finiſh 
the thing this day. 
And a 24 was from tbe words of Jeſus to a deat 
Lazarus in the grave, whom he raiſed from the dead 
John xi. 44. Jeſus ſaith unto them, yn bim, and le 
him go. Fe | 
And a 3d was from theſe words in the ſong, M 
Beloved is mine, and I am his. That in a particula 
way I was made to apply, and had been eocafvrtabli 
to me, he ſail, many times; but now | am like g 
be dark, and am even afraid, To which i it Was return 


in ta 
of al 
Wout, 


intance, David and Heman, who in that melancholy 


ot, . 

. The dread/ul ferceneſi of thy wrath \ 
"= % 2YÞ on 
all Thy terrors great have cut me cf, 

5 They aid purſue me ſo, 


imes and their bad times: and he was not to doub 
he ſtability of God in the promiſes, that what he had 
gegun, he would not fail to perform to thoſe he had a 
nind to redeem ; and although darkneſs had the power 
yer ſenſe, and faith like to {tumble at theſe promiſeg 
hrough unbelicf, and darkneſs or weeping may endure 
ir a night, yet y cometh in the morning, and was 
oped would prove ſo with him before the end, he 
yuld be more clear. Then he ſaid, I am a poor life- 
ls dead creature in body and in ſpirit, and can do 
othing for myſelf; I am borne down with this mortal 


deak; this ſwelling is growing, and has brought me 
bich it was anſwered, That perſons in great age, and 


to confuſion, and their parts and abilities became 


e foundation ſtands ſure to thoſe who in reality have 
tived the promiſe, and it was boped would be fo 
Hh 5 fo wp 
hf, and could not be got to hear (but with loud 
ing;) and a lethargy, in part, became prevalent, 
lich obſtructed ſpiritual and friendly intercourſe 


— 4 


ed, Stronger ſaints than he had been ſhaken; as for 


of all the Pſiims, Plal. Ixxxviii. 16. is made to cry 


Theſe, and many others, have had both their good 


hing body; this trouble is advancing on my ſenſes; 
ind I cannot hear what is ſaid to me, and cannot 


linto a dead way, and is like to maſter me. To 
tons in ſore trouble, and near death, were brought 


eatly impaired through fear, and the ſtrength of 
wble even ſeized on the ſenſitive faculty, and yet 


And, indeed, by this time, he was become very 
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Vith him at the end. On mie with Jood: crying, 
be was made to hear; when aſked, If his fears were 7) 
yet removed? he ſaid, O I ain not ned feat! lam 
pet drk. Which caſe ſeems to be with him as with! 
Tony others, and, as himſelf has obſ::ved, that many 
are brought into great ſtraits, before they, by faith i [ 
Chriſt 6 attain unto any comfortable eflurance o! 
their nite batt 3 in him, Plain Reaſons, page 244- nay ine 
1 me have advanced unto. heaven's threſhoid (fo tone 

ip2:k) wreſtling through the dark avenues of doubrs{e: 
dad tearr, and yet have anchored ſafe within the yailMyor 
a laſt.” On Saturday his wife aſked, What he thought Ire 
world become of her? He ſaid, Take no thought, hei: 
would be ſeen too; and, were amongſt his laſt words tot 
ner that ſhe could well diſcern.—But what paſſe beg 
within himſelf, and was ſeveral times overheard tei 
peating theſe worde, „ Chriſt would come,” And ehe 
between nine and ten at night, his ſoul was removedMhin 
{rom its clay tabernacle, and weary wilderneſs of ſior 
and corruption, over Jordan, it is hoped, into the hes N 
venly Canaan, aged fifty-ſeven years, one month, ande 
twelve days, and death was ſwallowed up in victory Wh: f 
© And God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyesMije 
cc and there ſhall be no more death, neither forron HI 
« nor crying; neither ſhall there be any more pain the 
for the former things are paſſed away: and I will: , 
« be his God, and he ſhall be my ſon,” Rer. xi Te 


my the Memoirs Gs fallen ſhort of the pages ſpeci War 
fied in the propoſals, it was thought proper to ſubjoilhs: 
the Author's Great Grandfather's Dying 'TeſtimonyMCh: 
who lived in the time of the late perſecuting periode 
and came through a ſeries of hardſhips therein, upoire 
account of his non-compliance 'with the —— 
meaſures of the then powers. | 


rel 7/- Dying Teflimeny, er Laiter Will, 244 7 4 n E $ 
HO 7, "who lived in Lochgoin, parifo of Fin. 
wick, and died Ne venber 1691. 


4 * 


Am. a poor Gofut ! man, compaſted whout wich r many 


nd ſtrong corruptions in my wicked nature has ke 
ne flack- handed, and overly formal in the exerc; foo + 
(uty ; wanting that tender love and zeal for the he 
nour and glory of God : and ſelſ-rigbteoufneſs c 
prevailing over me, with many other infirmities; wh 
hings provoked- the holy Lord to hide the For! £ 
lebt of his ſenſible preſence from me; for whicr 
beg grace to mourn before him; and that I may * 
ul mine iniqoities pardoned, through the blood of h 
who ſatisfied divine juſtice, and is now at the nien. b 
hind of the holy Father, making continual intercc! 10 
lor them that are bis elect people. | 

Now, it is my advice to all who pretends and wis 
eto be lovers of the welfare of our Zion, that n 
be ſo much before your eyes as the glory of God, ens 
yes ne advancing of the buried work and intereſt of Chrit 
0* Wj-lus. But, alas! it is to be teared, that ſelf has been 
he mark that many aimed at, to ſuffer, rather than tv 
be an 1/raelite indeed, in whom is no guile, John i. 47. 
The idol of ſelf has been ſet up above Göd's glory, 
hich has prevailed in many, which once ſet. fair for- 
ward, but are now turned back, and have joined 
ole that have not been friends to the intereſt of 
hriſt, and the covenanted work cf Reformation, or 
tle fallen ſecure or unconcerned in his cauſe. There- 
ne, O ye friends of Chriſt, let nothing be your af- 
Metion, or trouble you ſo Wuch as the buried work 
ind cauſe of Chriſt in theſe covenanted lands, which 
Was once giorious to the engaging of many thouſands 
bat are now in glory. And alas! when L think on 
he overthrowing and breaking down of that glogions 
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work, the burning of the covenante, the ſettipg un 
of that idol of prelacy and indulgence, and the'theg. 
ding ſo much innocent blood, which'is not yet movry 
cd for, nor taken away. What may we look for, by 
the wrath of God hanging cvzr thefe lands? which, 
in all appearance, will {all down when we leaſ expe 
It, (except ſpeedy repentance prevent it,) when he wil 
core and make inquifition- for blood, and hear ths 
cries of the ſculs under the altar, ain ſor the word 
ef Cod, and for the teftimony which they held, ſaying 
ith a loud voice, How long, -© Lord, holy and true 
dleoſt thou not judge and avenge cur blood on them that 
duell on the earth? Rev. vi. 9 10. LE, 
| Many noblemen, gentlemen, and profeſſors, tha 
Have not appeared for his perſecuted intereſt, and bat 
| ſhewed no, farour or friendſt ip, but rather reproachec 
theſe who ſuffered for.it, and opened their mouths 4 
gainſt them: Whereas'they hid themſclves in the daf 
of the Lord's rebuking;—when the Lord ſhall com 
and plead with Scotland, for the breach of covenant 
and innocent blood "that have been ſhed, I ſhall ne 
ſpeak that which is ground for me to ſpeak; but le 
them remember that word, Matth. x. 33, Whoſoeve 
fall deny me before men, him will J aljo deny befor 
any Father which is in heaven. And, chap. xvi. 2 
II boſoe ver all fave his life ſhall kſe it, &c. And 
leſt any ſhould think, when I am going to eternity. 
and muſt ſoon appear before my Judge, and pet ano. 
ther fight cf that which I formerly teſtified againſt an 
diſowned; therefore I conſider theſe as more ground. 
and reaſons that I have to teſtify againſt it, and a moi 
inducement to love and own theſe broken, burnt, an 
buried covenant*, and gloticus work of Chriſt: And 
pray that he would come and darken man's glory, an 
come in his power, which is not yet ſeen, nor faithiu. 
ly ſought after. There is much faſting and praying ii 
the proſperity and eſtabliſhment of the kingdoms 3 
_ great men; but there are ſew or none praying, ſaſlin 


* 
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nd mourning for all che abomina:1ons that are done in . 
1 the midſt of the land; and that the crown is not ſer 


won the bead of King Ch iſt. 1 thersfore teſtify a- 


days are ſer apart to get the land purged from us 
Q niquity, and from under the. guilt of innocent blood; 


1nd alſ» becauſe the covenanied & in;erell. is hot repaired 
ad built up again. 

Therefore I, as a dying man, Jo refiify againſt all 
boſe that have been enemies to the covenanted cauſe 
{ Chriſt, and againſt all thoſe who he ve not ſhewe-l 
bemſelves friends thereto. | tefify ag»inſt all com- 


mies of Chiilt Jeſus, by taking of bonds and outhe, 

bv difown his perſecuted cauſe; and all conf2deracies 
14 compliances with thoſe that have been oben eae- 

dies to the very image of Chtiſt. 

And eſpeciaily, I do teſtify againſt theſe thres 15 


kſerted and foiſaken that worthy cauſe which A877 
nce owned, and did bear public teſtimony for in 5 
pen fields; and have not only joined * | 

e open enemies of God, and the backſlidden 

ns, but has drawn with them as many as they et c 

t, as if they had been doing God good ſervice; 25 


26 
* we ſi:ten down in eaſe, with ſuch as have renderet 
he keys of Chriſt's houſe to corrupt men, and vin- 


Iinted their commiſſion from them, though ſtufel 
ud ſo many ſiaful inſtructions aud injunct! ons, con- 
ry to divers places of ſcciptute, and contrary to the 


mo 

0 dag int all the horrid ingig Init ies done to the Zon of 
of 0d, ang kis kingly government in and over bis owa 
.n 

* I. 

„ an 


ea ! againſt 3 that have _ carried away 
With mel, ſorefaid three men, and hare eft their for- 
mon without conſide ring better what they 
ere doit 2, and ihe mg were going - 
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pinſt keeping of faſtSiays for mars in ereſt; and ther , 


lianccs with, and joining in confederacy with the e- 


I-08. Shields, Linning, and Boyd, becauſe they 5 50 


et of all his faithſul fe rants that have witne(- 
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* reffify ant all indulgences, firſt 2nd laſ, that 7 
WY os been ſo hurtful:to the church of Chrilt, and have 3 
rent the bowels thercof; and have done more burt than f 
all the prelates and malignants in the land, by ſudjec- | 
"ing their miniliry to the ple-ture of men, which is 
not eccording to pteſbyterian principles, nor never va 
_ the practice of the Lord's faichful ſcrvants.. ; 
i likewiſe teliify againtt the dende, ſecurity, an 

unconcernedneſs with the low caſe of ihe glorious wor 
and intereſt of Chriſt that is Kept under this frave 
one. You that ſeemed once to be very forward an 
_ zealous for carrying on the cauſe of Chriſt, rememb: 
- that fad word ,— Hany may draw back, niy {9 hal 
have no pleaſure in him, eb. * 
I reſtify againſt tboſe that were called Mount 
Mev, (a ho given to the perſecuted. party, wbeif . 
chaced on the mountains,) for raiſing and making u 1 
aà regiment, called the Angus Regiment, io join in atn 0 
with the enemies of God, and fuch as have overthrowt 
the government of his wages. and have been traitor 7 
to his covenauted intereſt ; and not only fo, but hai 8 
gone abroad, and have joined with men of a Popiſh 2e I 
ligion: The like was never heard tell of men in all th 
*Feformed churches doing ſo, that profeſſed to be of 


preſbgterian! periualion. > . a 
Next, I teſtify agaioſt the RE eg: miniſters, wha al . 

; preſbyterians by profeſſion, but are not ſo in practic 1 
bete is a mark of a true preſbyterian in the 2d epiſt n 
ro Timothy, chapter i. 6, 7, 8. Wherefore I put the 10 
in remembrance, that thou Air up the gift of Gu 4 
which is in thee, by the putting on of my hands : F 5 
Ged bath not given us the ſpirit of {rar, but of fou 8. 


and of love, and of a ſound mind. , Be 1 ban, not i her. 
Jare aſbanied of the teftiminy of the Lord, nor of me þ 
258 ##iſoner; but be thou partaker of the affictions of the. £1 
— gel, according £0 the power of God Le our. ind ulgt 
miniſtere, withtheir ſinful toleration, compare their pra 

tice with this. piece of ſeript ure, and bey will. Eng rhe! 


* 


1 3 


ſelves to be far ſhort of a true preſbytetian principle: 
For a pre ſbyterian, that is one indeed, mult be fted- 
faſt, ſound, ſtraight, and honeſt, and that both in judg- 
ment and practice, which the time-ſeiving miniſteis 
have not been, but have ſei ved the pleaſures and appe- 
tites of corrupt ſinſul mer, in their owning them as 
civil magiſtrates, whereas they were but tyrants an ! 
uſarpers over the pre {b; t-rian church and miniſtry. 
And they who were approvers of ſuch magiſtrates, or 
yet ſabj-Cts unto them, when many to be plzzfcrs in 
receiving liberty when ſuch magiſtrates pleaſes, and to 
| be reſtrained when they command, and to preach no 
docttines that ſhall diſpleaſe them; [ucely that looks 
| more | ke an eraſtian than a prefbyterian. 
[ teſtify againſt the preſent! powers and authority. in 

fo far as they are not 5% meh, ruling in the fear of 
> "i God, 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. and not down-ight to rule for 
Chbriſt, and to build up bis ruined work, and far the 
| propagation and advancement of the kingdom of aur 
wo Lord, and of his Chrift, which bas b{en'to long waſt- 


hat ed, deſtroyed, and burnt vp by the fire of his enemies. 
h n Let never the kingdoms of men proſper, and their do- 
* minions flcurith, fo long as they are not for the ad- 
0} vancement. and prop gation of che kingdora of Chriſt, 
NS that is yet travailing, and not delivered, and whic\ 


none of the powers of the earth have fu to their hands 
to aſſiſt. How then can it be thought that theſe faſt- 
days kept for mens intereit, that are doing nothing but 
ſeeking their own glory, and to be great upon che 
earth, are lawful? and the glory of God, and the ad- 
vancement of his kingdom is not much fought after; 
ein ſuch'faſting days be accepted of the Lord ? Ifa 1. 
13, 14, 15, Bring no more vain oblations ; incenſe is 
an abomination unto me; the neu moons and ſabbat he, 
the calling of aſſemblies, I cannot away with ; it is ini- 
guity even the ſolemn meeting. Nur new nicons, an 
jour appointed feaſis, my ſoul hateth : they are a trouble. 
unto me ; 32 am weary to bear. them. And We 3 
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gel and wrath for all the abominations that have been 


T £36 J. 


ſpread forth your hands, 1 will hide mine «yes: from 
voii; yea, when ye make many prayers, 1 will not hear; 
gaur bands are full of blad. Waſb je; mate ye clean; 
Put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes 
ceaje te do evil. This may be applied to ſuch falls; 
and | may leave it to the confideration of all ſuch as 
have ſhed the blood of the Lord's people innocent); 
Are they yet taken away from the earth, according to 
the law of the Lord? or yet put eff from power and truſ}, 
and that both in church and Rate? If ſuch be watchmer 
who are called watchmen, or friends to the ſouls of met, 
that have not given faithful warning, nor teſtified 3. 
gainſt theſe things, I am miſtzken. Can any expect 
that ſuch failing and praying will be accepted of God, 
"when miniſters diſown not the authority of ſuch magi- 
_ as have been open enemies to Chriſt ?. Joihuz, 
Ay man, lay on the ground, and cried-unto the 
125 with his clothes rent, and duſt upon his bead; 
"2nd that for the fin of one man; and the Lord ſaid, He 
"would not be with them any more, except they deſtroyed 
the accurſed thing from them. And the reaſon was, 
that the Lord 2 not be with them, becauſe they had 
' broken his covenant, even that covenant that the Lord 
ball made with them, Joſh. vi. 6. to the 16: So then, 
if the Lord owns ſuch magiſtrates, or yet them tha: 
owns them, that has broken his covenant, and been e- 
nemies to his church, in making void the laws there- 
of; we find it not in God's word. But the accurſed 
thing bebored to be taken away, and put out of the 
camp of Iſael,- before the Lord would hear Joſhua, er 
help Htael. But O fed! that many ſhou!d think and 
ſay, that our faſt-days had turned away the Lord's an- 


done in the land againſt the great God of heaven! and 
none is now puniſhed in any degree, or laid aſide, ot 
deſerves (ſays ſuch) to be puniſhed, by the laws of the 
lava, for their breaking of the laws of God. But mi- 
— Piliraies and: * are ſo linked and confederat e to- 


n gethery i in one chain and band, abar -none of them will 
s teſtify. againſt one another's 6-feQtions and abomina- 
MW tions, were they never ſo great againſt the Lord; for 
Ml agiſtrates are not chiding with winiſters, as Joath did 
MW with Jehoiada, 2 Chron. xxiv. 6. Becauſe the bouſe of. 
he Lord was not repaired. Nor is yet miniſters ebi- 
ng with magiſtrates; and the reaſon is, both has had 
o a hand in breaking down'the carved. work, and glori- | 
WW ous fabric of the houſe of God. O! for a fountain of 
nM cars, to weep and mourn, for thinking fo little of all 
„me weongs and injuries done againit the great Gotl 
a of heaven and earth! - h 
My advice therefore i ie, to all who geek aut look to 
be ſaved by the Lord, to ſet more time apart for mourn- 
ing, and to be bumbled before him, for all the wron 
that he has gotten in theſe covenanted lands. And 6 
ſpecially that ye ſtrive to be in covenant with God 8 
ſelvee, and have love and tender zeal! for his g dory, 
which ie ſo undervalued. And beware of reſting on 
the external part of religion and godlineſs, without the 
ſubſtantials and power thereof; for, when you will 
meet with death, 1 it will try your religion and proſeihon 
otherwiſe, than often (it may be) you have thought on; 
and it will make us get another ſight of our fin and 
duty, than, it may be, we would have believed that 
it would have done. Therefore ſtudy fincerity, and 
beart reformation, in the ſight of an holy and all- ſee- 
ing God, who-ſearches all hearts; and reftl not upon 
light and, knowledge, and a profeſiion even of the con- 
troverted truths of Chriſt Jeſus; for all theſe will be 
aſten at God's bar, without being in Chriſt, and a ſe- 
tious walking, and endeavouring to walk ſuitable there- 
into. Proud and lofty religion, that flies in the wind, 
vill never be countenanced of the Lord, and have bis 
preſence; for it is the Aupdle, he has ſaid, that he 
vil dwell wiib. 
Ps not rellect much upon theſe who are calkd 
alfer ers lor the nn cauſe of Chriſt. But alas! 


5 
that they ſhould have ſo far countenanced them, that 
were no friends to the ſuffering church of Chriſt in (: 
_Seoiland, but ood on the other fide in the time of 
| Jacob's calamity, —and does join in keeping theſe ſet 
| afaſt-days, that is, for the throne, that may be julily cal 
led a throne of iniquiry, by law eſtabliſhed, which s Ml. 
li. and where ſo many under it is, that has their hands) 
reeking in the blood of the ſaints. O! who would e- 


ver have thought that the ſufferers in Scotland would ) 
by have ſitten down in eaſe with them that had rent the? 
1 *bowels of their mother- church, and murdered «heir 2 
1 brethren, without compaſſion or pity on the young cr » 
dla, ſatisfying their erroneous and tyrann cal Juits!F ,. 
Oh! it would be, and cught to be, matter of grief, Ii 
ſorrow, and affl tion cf ſoul, that a covenanted preſ. A 
bfxyterian church ſhould have fallen down to the Da- by 
2 gon of ſupremacy, and that has not had for ſuch con- 2 
1 duct the mourning of Hadad-rimmon, and as one that 5 
is bitterneſs for their firſi-born, and 1he land to b m 
4 mourning every family apart, Lech. xii. 9. to the end „ 
. O. pray, friends of Chriſt, for much of that day, that . 
ut you may get that mourning yourſe! ves, every family a- 55 
4 part, and their wives apart, even all the families that „, 
i remain, for all the wrongs cur Lord and his Chriſt hat 5 
3 gotten both from friends and enemies in theſe lands. 2 
= ' Now, in the laſt place, L own all the faithful teſt; 1 
monies that have been given for the precious truths o a 
= Chriſt, and the covenanted intereſt thereof, and ai 7 
1 them that have ſuffered faithfully, in leſs or in more = 
i either impriſonment, baniſhment, ſoffered on ſe «Folio .., 
# ſielde, ſeas, or by wanderinge, plunderinge, oppreſſion? 


mocking reprozches, ſtripes, or whatever any has com 
- under for the cauſe that has been perſecuted, or the in 
tereſt of Chriſt, Iam a poor unworthy man, to te{lif 

_ -againR all thefe abominations, defections, and backll 
Aings that have been in the land. But oh! for a hear 
to mourn for mine own ſins, and for the ſins of other 
as they have diſhonoured and proveked God to depart 
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and to go far away from poor covenanted gcoꝰ l ind, 
(and Sin from theſe who proſe ſſed to be a ſufferiug 
people for his corenanted work of reformation,) where- 
in his preſence was once ſeen ; But oh and alas! it is 
not now ſeen or ſelt in private or public, as the ſouls of 
kis people have met with formerly. O! the diſpenſay 
tion of deadneſs and ſecurity upon theſe lands, may 
preach unto us a provoked and departed God. "There 
is ground to fear that he is on his way to puniſn the in- 
pabitants of the earth for their iniquities. I hall but 
mind you (his proteſſing people) of that word, Amos 
i:1. 2. Tou only have I known of all the families'e of the 
earth ; ae will 7 puniſh you for all your inig ui. 
ties. I ſhalifay no more, but O! friends walk fo, and 
lire fo, as you may have the glorious ſupporting pre- 
ſence of God; Tor Satan will ſeek to winnow you, 
to have you, that he may ſift you as wheat, Luke xxit. 
31. Therefore be oft oft at a throne of grace, that Chrilt 
may pray for you, that your faith fail not; for you 
may be ſure, that the devil will ſhoot more arrows 
at you than many beſides; for be knows that the Lord 
gets more diſhonour from the fall of one noted profeſ- 
ſor, than many hundreds of others. Therefore take unt 
gou the while armour of Cod, that ye may be able to 
withfand in the evil day, and having done all, to land; 
frand therefore, &c. Eph. vi. 13, 14. And jet not the 
. Teproaches of the world ſturable or offend you; for ye 
may lay your account with them. And it may be you 
may meet with the moſt ſharp treatment from theſe 
who joined ſweer counſel, and went unto the ordinan- 
ces and houſe of God with yon. And though you 
ſhould be called Schiſmatice, Renters, and Dividers, 
and men of other Strange opinions: Yet of all theſe be 
not aſhamed, or eauſe you to deſert the good old. way, 
herein much of the Lord's prefence has been found. 
And nerwunto him ig able tn keep you from Falling, 
and to preſent you blameleſs at is T6eungy be glory 
For ev er and ever. Amen. 7 


Sic ſubſcribitur JAMES HOwik. 
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A fort NARRATIVE JAMES HOWIE's Suf- 
 ferings in the late Perſecution : With ſome of his laft 


=: 
6 


JAMES HOWIE, great prandfither t6 Jobn Howe, 


J the author of the foregoing Memoirs, was born in 


the pariſh of Mairns, in the ſhire of Renfrew, and wis 
married to Iſabel Howie, oldeſt daughter of Jobu 


Howie in Lochgoip. He came to Lochgoin, and Il ved 


along with his father-in-law till he died. In the yeat 


1666, his hardſhips began; for rhat winter was called 


Pentland hills winter, becauſe theſe peiſons who had 
been at the battle of Pentland-bil's had to flce into 


corners and muir places, of which Lochgoin was one; 


and in theſe concealed places they ſpent their time in 


Prayer and religious conference in a focial way; and 


it will be worth the reader's conſideration to obſerve 


the following things: ß 
One night, during the perſecution, a number of 


theſe poor people, haraſſed by the ſeverity of the times 
and the cold, ſheltered in Lochgein; and the old man, 


Jobn, on account of his frailty, being troubled with 
a cough and aſthm?, went to his bed for ſome reſt, 
and, in his ſleep, dreamed, that he was at Kilmarnock 
Croſs, and General Dalziel gave orders to a party of 


his men, to go . 2 muir place, end ſearch 


for theſe perſons, who had been at Pentland; and MF *. 


they came to him (as he thought) and compe led him 


to go along with them for a guide; and when they had 


paſſed the way for about two miles, one of the fol- 


diers maltreated him badly, 28 he thought, for which 


be awoke, and thereon thought a little, and then fell 
aſleep again, and then met with his cl. companion, 


end came along with thero, till they bad to croſs g W- 


the (ſhoulders, and put him into the water up to 15 
knees, and 2 be A oe ge 7 342 5k a inile thercon, and 


1 
fell aſleep a third time, and fell in and came along with 
them, till he came to his ow] bill- foot, where they again 
maltreated him, and he awoke, and in haſte cried to tbem 
to look out, for he had a ſtrabge dream; and, as they 
went to a little height at the houſe- end, being the grey 
morning, they obſerved the- guns, and the points of 
their bayonets on their ſhoulders within forty falls of 
the houſe, which cauſed them to diſperfe in great haſte, 
to a low lying ground and a moſs, which led into a 
brook that took them out of fight. The old man got 
vp, and took bis cloak about him, went cut to the 
bouſet end, where the firſt of the party met him, and 
cried, By God, what was this here? To which the old 
man replied, A poor breathleſs man come out to get 
the air, who cannot get reſt in the houſe by reaſon of 
4 Wie ſmoke and this cough; and the cold, obliged him 
de Io keep on a fire. And, by this miraculous dream, 
are warning to his friends, and his intercourſe with 
of ide ſoldiers, they made their eſcap?, and the enemy, 
© Ir this time, never diſcerned the true cauſe of the 
0 houſe being full of ſmoke at that time in the morning, 
en Abecaule they thought he had been up all night; and 
@ Wer they bad taken what meat anſwered them, they 
K {vent back to Kilmarnock. NL ns 
ot Again to obſerve, Capt. John Paton, John Kirkland, 
oh Ceorge Woodburn, and other two, with James Howie, 
nd varched all night, and fpent the night in prayer and 
i: Religious converfation, and, by turns, looked out when - 
gad Ide morning drew on. The night being very ſtormy, 

made them the more ſecure. But the enemy was like 
heir maſter, Satan, knew that, and at theſe times 
pot out, being never at reſt; and, ere ever they were 
ware, one ſef jeant Rae came to the door, having leſt 
he reſt for ſccurity, and came boldly in on them, while 
label Howie interpoſed between him and the mer, 
the orried him backwards out at the door again, and, by 
zud Nee ſcuffle, be fell to the ground, and the gun fell out 
bis hand. He again got up, came about the we 


by 


* ; » bas 


end 8 ebe how's = the forevifientiongd perſond pal Wl 
ſed out at the e Lou and, When be ſaw that, he Ml " 
diſcharged his gun at them, nile John Kitkland re. Wl 7 
- turned his fire again, and took the knot of bair from “ 
the fide of his head, and ſo they paſſed on, and he at M6 
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vi them from major captain Inglis, for fix hunerc 


j a diſtance from them, till bis men came up; and ſo W * 
i they purſued; and a Highland ſerjeant coming up very dt 
near to them; thinking to take them, John Kirkland Je 
i turned back, till the captain got forewards, WBO was MW" 
'| eld and beenthleſo, and could not run ſo faſt as the M* 
R rell; then they diſcharged their guns, and John het MW 
1 the Highlander through the thigh, and fo he lay till bo 
. ö the reſt came up to him.. They halted, and when the Ik. 
1 foremoſt came up, cried to them, was that one of the yi 
1 dogs they had gotten; but they told him, it was his M"* 
f g | Highland ferjeant; then he ſaid, he wiſhed it had been i 
| through bis heart. By this time the. other party had 
gotten ground of them, and coming to a falling ground, MW” 
fl Fot out of their fight, and when they had run about“ 
N zour or five miles, before they got altogether free off 
ii them; and James Howie, with his ſon Jobn, made 1 
weir eſcape out at the other byre-door, and took ano- ; 
reer way. It is bere to be obſerved, that Iſobel Howie, ; a 
__— efter this, had always to flee, and lay many. a cold night ＋ 
v1 in 2 moſs hag for her. ſhelter, with a young child a+, 
3 her breaſt, arid ſometimes to a neighbour houſe, ti a 
$ their fury was a little abated. On the mortow the 25 
bl came back to Lochgoin, and carried all. the cartle, N 
1 Ten and old, with them, to Kilmarnock, but the 5 
1 sung calves, they could not get them, becauſe the 1e 
1 _ run after them, and would not go off the field 3 
As chie time the neighbours brought milk to the ci | 
=—_ tl their mothers. came home. They ſhut vj the whole .“ 
[1 of the cattle, great and ſmall, in a cloſe st the ole 4 
i - caſtle of Dean, where they continued for eight day 
1 and Sir William Muir of Rowaland ſent a few car+full UW 
"a of: Iiraw, to keep in life, and at laſt bought the who! ley 
114 b 
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3 merks, and rurned- them back to Jie ground, in a. 
way that they then called ſteel-bow, and in all their 
after plunderings they had til] to let the cattle alone. 
And it was chlervable, with the ſote uſage, and the 
great puſhing the ſraall catile recei red from the ſtrong, 
and the hunger they ſuſtained, there were little dung 
but blood intermixed, and yet before the end of the 
year none of the milk: cows were barren, and before 
the Revolu:ion, James Howie had them all relieved | 2 
z private way, and Rowaland paid. 5 
At anobet time, the enemy came to the bouſe 25 
bout the month of November, fiaid all night, put up 
urge fires through the houſe and byte, and took their. 
ybole winter's beef, and boiled and eat it, and car 
ied the reſt of it with them; and, in their ſury, when, 
aging througb the houſe, got a new Bible, ſome of 
them (aid it was a Whig book, threw it into the fire, 
ind burnt it! Two young boys were thurſt in a cor- 
ber, and ſome of them, when eating, ſaid, give them 
piece, but others ſaid, devil a bit, and fo they got 
nought. N 
But there is not room enough here to reliefs all 
the hardſhips, and the way of their eſcaping, thar 
ped over them, and-ſome of them a, ſtraage. 5 
I (hall only mention one. | FE 
One morning, before the ſun, the young man, John, 
was raiſed by his mother, and charged to run out of 
e houſe, and beſore he was ten falls from the door, 
number of guns were diſcharged at him for his good. 
morning, and after theſe a great number more; by', 
being ſpeedy. of foot, ſoon got from them, and, or e- 
ter he was aware, was a on his father, James, who. 
buld not run ſo faſt: then he turned another way, ang 
bot into a hollow place, and that place had a receſe, 
there the water runs below ground, and, being a dry 
me, got in there, where otters laid 8 times, and 
ew a heather turf into the hole after him, ard fo ly. 
Ney came to o the, place, De heard them ſwearing, Se 
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one patt of chem ſaying he would be there, and anos 

_ ther that he was not as a wild beaft got below ground. 
But another party got a view of his father, and went 
After bim, but in a little a beight interp>Sſed between 
them and him, and they Joſt fight of him, but got 
ſight of a herd keeping ſheep, got after him, and at 
the Jaſf catched him, and examined him upon oath, 
(for by this time each man of them might impoſe and 
take an oath, according to their wicked law,) the words 
were, © Did you fee a black dog with white hoſe and 
e ſhoes on his feet paſs you?“ a ſtrange expreſſion! His 
anſwer' war, I did not ſee a black dog with white 
e hoſe and ſhoes on his feet, and yet, at the ſame 
time, with his ezes, faw James Howie; for, by this 
time, he bad thrown off bis coat; which was black, | 
and his hoſe and ſhoes, and was tunning bare footed, 
and had on bim a brown waittcoat, and was within a 
quarter of a mile of them, but their eyes were hid from 
him, that they did not ſec bim, but got a fight ot ano- 
ther Muir herd, and after him they went; Tor he was 
fiſt of ſog', and alter they had toiled themſelves ſeve- 
ral miles, loſt ſight <f him, and James fairly eſcaped: 
Wat, in the end, came back tothe houſe, took all that 
anſyered them beſore they went away. They robbed 
the houſe of all they pleaſed when they came, for the 
matter of twelve times before the Revolution 
That wotthy minifter and martyr, Mr. James Ren- 
pick, came cne time to Lochgoin, when under his hi- 
dinge, with his ſhoes almoſt gone off his feet, by his 
icre toil in bis wanderings; and, before he went away, 
| Targes got a new pair for him to keep his feet dry. 
Mr: Shiels, and the laird of Kerfland, with the laird 
of Kinlock, frequented the bouſe; he was one who re. 
fo led to pay the black cefs, or ten-terms-ceſe, impoſed 
for the bearing down the goſpel in the fields ; and allo 
he, with bis ſon John, were put into the fugitive roll, 
| becauſe ke would not attend at the church of Fenwick; 
and hear the curates thetein. After the faithful Mr. 


4 


wbich was one Main, there were always ſome of thz 
diſadvantages he was brought to labour vader theſs 


| many ye als, che Lord, in rich mefcy, and 300d pro- 


church, b cauſe they were not eſtablithed according 9 


boots behind you? you know the fon of Janadab, the 


* 


JJV 
Guthrie was put out, (which were threeß) the laſt f ' Wi 


/ 


poor ſufferers lurking wich bim; and yet for all che 


vidence, b-ought him through. He lived till after thy 
Revolution, Hz never fell in with the Revolution 


the pattern ſhown in the mount of our worthy Retor- 
mation, b:twtn the years 1638 and 1649, but went 
back to the year 1592, which was more reſtricted. to 
an Eraſtian footing. 2. There were many who wetce 
guilty of all the finful oaths and teſts, in the time of - 
perſecution, admitted into the boſom of the church, 
without a due acknowledgment of their ſins, 3. They 
received curates into miniſterial communion, withont 
the leaſt ſhadow of repentance. And, 4. They te- 
ceived into the church, miniſters and elders who were 
guilty of theſe oaths, but alſo of the Lord's peoples 
blood ſhed for the intereſt of Chciſt, in adherence. 6 Mi 
the work of Reformation. and covenants, and other 
grievances that he teſtifies againſt in his latter wilt, 
with a number of weighty things tog large td tnentiooan 
bere. Mr. Foulis, the firſt miniſter in Fenwick, in vi» » | 
ſitition, came to ſee him, and had a very long con- . 
verſation; he told the miniſter, that be could not own 
bim as his miniſter, - The miniſter aſked at him, if 
be looked not on it as his duty to pray for the goſpel ? 
He ſaid, I look upon it as a duty to pray for the inte- 
teſt of the goſpel of Cariſt. But, ſaid he to the mini- 
ter, what is the reaſon, or how comes it, that ye own 
not the covenants? Mr. Foulis anſwered, we own 
them as well as you. lle replied, if ye own them, 
bow cones it, that ye have left both legs, limbs, and 


ſon of: Rechab, Jet. xxxv. would obey, not break the 
eon: mandments of their father, therrlore the Lord 
commended enen we break the Covenant 
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of God, nd think to proſper {—After much that pt 
ſed berween ther, they parted in a friendly way ag 
Obriſtiane, and Mr. Foulis bad ſtill a more 5 
opinion of him, and theſe five or fix that joined with 
him in ſociety after the Revolution. —Mr. Shiels came 
to bim, but they could not agree; for, at the Re volu- 
tion, he was ſore againſt theſe who fell in with Angus 
regiment, or Cameronians. and would not let his fon 
do with Kerfland, who offcred to make him a cap- 
tain, but cauſed him to come home alter he was at 
{laſpow. 
Sometime before his Seal; he had a ind to leave 
4 teſtimony behind him, in adherence. to'the 8 Ok of 
go deg and ſent for one Mr. Mejor, ſchool maſter 
2 Eagleſham, who wrote, at his defire, what is related 
4 the ſhort teſtimony, in agreeableneſs to theſe in the 
£-icnd of Witnefles. Many of them were acquainted 
5 with him in life, and ſubſcribed it before his tuo ons, 
Joba and Robert Howie, as wilneſſes. 

A few days before his death he fell into darkneſs, 
2 doubted of his intereſt in Chriſt, and told his ſons, 
46 ac di in ibis way, and got no relief, they were to 
destroy his latter will; bur, if he got any telief and 
cleatueſs before death, they were to let it alone.—But 
it pleaſed ihe Lord to grant him his preſence before his 
exit; for he was fo far ſtrengthened, three times, 0 
pour out his heart's defire to his God in Chriſt, with 
bis wife and children preſent, on a couch a little from 
the fire- ſide, and at ihe end ot ihe ficlt he was made to 
cry out, HE Is COME, meaning his comfortable pre- 
ſence; and, at the cloſe of the ſecond, cried ro the 
ſame pu; poſe, being only abcut helf an hcur butare 


tervency. And, 
At the laſt, be removed, ſivging pra! 'ſe to the Lamb 
that ever he came to fave pcor lingers, ol hae le 
wos the chief, 

He £1zd on November 191h, 1691, and was inter 


death, aud Was ilcengthened to do it with the great 


"ut 


he 


And he ſaid unto me, the- are they which cem 
ut of great tribulation, Rer. 1. 14. 


So the gordline/s of man dec ay, Ila. xt. 6, 
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red in the TORY Bw of Fenwick on the 210, and 
fnce which time a large grave-ſtone was ereCted io his 
memory, with the following verſe: : 


KS by duf here lies under this fone, 

Of James Howie, and his fon John; 
Theje two both lived in Lochgoin, 
And by Death's pow'r were call'd te join 


| This e The int, November tuwenty- one. 
Tears ſixteen hundred ninety one. 


The ſecand, aged ninety years, 


The firft of July was brought here, 


Years ſeventeen hundred aud fifty gi ve, 8 


For owning truth made ſugitives. 


Their houſe tuelve times, and cattle all, 


Once robb'd, and fum' iy 'rought to thrall, 


All theſe, before the Revue 1. „ion, 


Out-liv'd Zion's Jriend. ga. Ae oppefe TR 


a&S*> 


Another 3 


The voice ſaid cry, what ſhall I cry, 


All fleſo is graſs, and fo muſt ly, 


As flaw'r in field withereth away, 


1 
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SUBSCRIBERS NA MES. 


Civen in by. John Ge, 
FORT GLASCOW. 
William Brown, gardener. 
William Boag, piocer. 
Archibald Brown, taylor. 
John Glen, junior, do. 
James Barclay, ſheemaker. 


John M*Grigor, co. 
William Smith, do. 
Joleph Reid, do. 


ſohn Livingſton, merchant, 
Pougald Diummond, do. 
Wiiltam Smellie, brewer. 


Je. Mor.tgomery, hair- dreſſer 


Nb. M:Luckie, c Carpenter. 
John Hunter. do. 


Wallet Ruſſel, * maker. 


Joabn. Malcolm, bucher. 
Aanabella Laird. 

Jchn Taylor, wrigkt. 
Daniel Sharp, weaver. 
William M Bride, do. 


Charles Ritchie, do. 
James Houſton, do. 
Thomas Stewart, de. 
Robert Houſton, do. 
 Wilkam Fife, do. 


Thomas Allan, ſmith. 
Wm. Hutchiſon ropemaker. 
Andiew Graham, ſawer. 
Agnes Larg. 
Elizabeth Crumb. 
A. B. one copy. 
6 REENOCA. 

Ju mes Shaw, farmer. 
John Shaw, do. 
Peter Rennie, gardener. 

Arch. M Gon, merchant. 


Daviet Si Gown, do. 
Alex. Ferguſoc, do. 
Hugh Aiken, hatm« ker. 


In. M. Gilchriſt, bairdieſſer. 


John Crawford, ſenior. 
William Hart, baker. 
Thomas Scot, cooper. 

James Sinclair, do. 
Duncan M Far late, do. 

IJ. mes Service, ſhoemeker. 


James M Alafter, do. 
Alexander Hall, do. 
Jcha Wright, do. 


Alexander Mitchel. 
Peter Hall. 
James Gillies, ſawer. 
John Fleming, ſmith. 
Andrew Mun, weaver. 
Katharine Chelmeis. 
WEST KILBRIDE. 
William Mocre. | 
Alex. Dun, ſhip carpenters 
John Kyle. 
William Dunn, farmer. 
Jobn Fleck, do. 
William Hunter, do. 
Alexander Hunter, do. 
John King, wright. 
John Mitchel, weever 
J-mes Duncan, tanner. 
John Hood, ſhcemaker. 
__ SALTC2ATS: 
Hugh Wilkie, hipmaſter 


Rob. Craig, jun. merchan 


James Morris, junior, {mi 
Thomas Millar, wright. 
Ihn Leung. carpe nter. 
) mes Fulton, wheelwig) 


MY Coons Tad tne et e don Lt a 


— 


| Joba Auld, baker. 
Ia. Boyle, cotion-manufactu- 


2 


Ge eorge Node cooper. 


| Gavin Crawford, farmer. 


George Young, do. 
James Paton, merchant. 


Rob. Brownhie, ſhoemaker. 


Maicolm Currie, labourer. 
William Kelſo, weaver, 


John McMillan, do. 
John Hamilton, do. 
James M*Bride, do. 
John Hamilton, do. 
Robert Barclay, do. 


#K[LLIVINNING. 
Walter Ma: hie, farmer. 
James Johaſton do. 
Alexander Robiſon. 

Robert Rankin, dyer. 
John Barclay. 

David Boyle, weaver, 
Thomas Rcbilon, do. 
John Paton; do. 

DALRT. 15 
Hugh Brown of Benthead. 
William Kyle of Linn. 
Hugh Brown, merchant, 
James Sturrat, do. 
(rer. 
David Sturrat, do. 
John King, wright. 
William Blair, ſhoemaker. 

ugh Kerr, wright, 


Andrew Luſk, carter, 


James Orr, weaver. 
William Jack, do. 
Thomas Jamieſon, do. 


James Logan, do. 

J: -hn Semole, do. 

Lobert Craig, do. 
Joha Kerr, do. 


William Kerr, do. 


William Knox, 
John Btakenrig, do. 
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Thomas Paton, do; 
John Punlop, do: 
Thomas Auken, do. 


Robert Allan, do. 


Wm. Galloway, jun. fit”. 


John Mair. 


William Hunter. 


Robert Speir, farmer. 
William Kerr, ds. 
| BEITTF. 


Wa. Wilſon of Ib bare. | 


Alex. Ramſay, merci 
James Wilſon, do 
Jobn Stevenſon, do. 


9 James Mortis, do. 


dobert Pringle, coc pe 


| John Patrick, mal. 
William Whyie, bock 


Adam Hunter, 3 
William Pollock, ſm; tif, 


David Snodgrafs, Wiigh... 


James Love, flax dr«<#;, 
William Kiek wood, de 
William Fulton. 


James Pollock, laboute 


James Gatdeber. 
Andrew Wilſon. 
Thomas Bl:ckwoed. 
William Flemiog, 


Samuel Brown, _ 
John Miller, ſhoemaker. 


Robert Aitken, Longſide, 


R obert Barr, farmer. 
David Arno!, weaver. 
William M-Ror ie, do. 


do. 


Joſeph Gay, do. 
Francis Miller, de. 


. ; m; ß oe er RES» Su A ee 


- MY 


Samuel Wright, wearer. 
Robeat Reid, do. 
KILBIRNEY. 
William Orr in Place. 
Ro. Jamieſon of Chapeltown, 
William Allan, ſhoemeker. 

_ John Berber, cotton ſpinner, 
Gavin Riddel, wright. 
Matthew Mackie. 

William Shedden, weaver. 
ri, do. 
James Allan, do. 
james Fife, do. 
William Craig, do. 
John Houſton, do. 

BY fohn Whiteford, do. 
DVuaniel Craig, ſhoemaker. 
Robert Patrick, do. 
_LJLOCHWINNACGH. 
Andiew Carnduft, ſmith, 
Hugh Caldwell, farmer. 
James Smith, do. 

my KILB ARCH AN. 

Ja. Gavin, cotton-manufac- 
Hugh Gavin. (turer. 
Elizabeth Anderſon. 
Andrew Barr, flaxdreſſer. 
John Caldwell, farmer. 
James Alliſon, labourer. 
John Hunter, ſervant, 
PAISLEY: 

Alex: Barr of Fairhill. 
Robert Craig, merchant. 
Ja. Brown, ſtocking- maker. 
james Whyte, labourer. 
Thomas Findlay. 


F . 2 h a 2 
— — wy — — - - — * 


— 
* * 0 5 9 — — 
— — r — — — oy 


Ja, Morton, clerk, do: 
John Swan. 
Rebecca . ü 
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John Laid; 
William Craig, 


Alexander Craig, miller. 
Joha M' Kay, ſtonedreſſer. 


James Baird, ip kle factory. 


Jam es Anderſon. 
Colin Ficnie, ſchoolmaſter. 
John Matbie, weaver. 
John Dunlop, wright. 
Matih' Brown, weaver, 2 co- 
pies. 
Peter Blair, 
John Barr, 


"ON : 
do. 


Adam Connel, do. 


Crawford Buchanan, da 


Andrew Simon, do. 


Robert Waiſon, do. 


Moes MiGrigor, do. 
Thomas Barr, 0% 
John Currie, inkle- weaver. 


JOHNSTON. 


Archibald Clark, weaver. 


William Semple, do. 
Danicl Arbuckle, do. 
INCH ANNAN. 


James Whitehill, farmer. 


Abraham Whnetall, do. 
William Smith, do. 
do. 
do. 


George Blair, ſmith. 


Peter Stewart, maſon. 


Patrick Barr, do. 


Hugh Cameron, quarrier. 
Alexander Holmes. 


ERSRKINE. 
Robert Aliſon, farmer. 
John Rodger, do. 


Alex. Alexander, ſervant. . 
William MEwatt, labourer, 
Alexander King, wright. 

HOUSTON, © 
John Barr, farmer. 


- Jo. Lang, Parkhill, farmer. 


* 


ſchn King, farmer. 
James Anderſon, do. 
John Holm. do. 
John Blackwood, do. 
Matthew Holm, do. 
Robert Laird, witght. 
l.mes Lang labourer. 
Robert Barr, do. 
William Wiſhe art. | 
james M*Ewen, weaver. 
Matthew Millar, do. 
Ninian Key, do. 
George Key, do. 
Robert Bryſcn, do. 
 KILMALCOLAM. 
James Barr, farmer. 
Alex. Lockhart, do. 
James Fleming, do. 
John Laird, do. 
Matthe Park, do. 
David Rodger, do. 
john Lang, do. 


Alexander Lang, do. 

John Taylor, do. 

john Semple, jun. weaver. 

john Holm, wright. 

Wm. Pak, do. 

john Buntain, ſmith. 

Thomas Kerr, ſhoemaker. 

John Park, dyke-builder, 

Wa m. Park, do. 

on Parks 

label Lang. grocer. 

jean Laird, Denniſtown. 
- GLASGOW. 


e Ewing, werper. 


m. Wilſon, hairdreſſar. 
a Aiton, ſtocking meker. 
Joka Waddel, carter. 


John Lang 


75 E 


Dug ald Campbell, wright. 
W. lia M Farlane, cooper. 
DUMBA RTON. 

Adam Brown, & © 
Alexander Brown, wright. 
Robert Lang, grocer. „ 
„ grocer. | 
Mcſes Gairdaer, hatmakcr. 
James Wilſon, do. 
John Lindſay, printer. 
Alexander Lyle, wright. 


Margaret Walker. - 


Agnes Lang, Town-end, 
= CARDR9SS. 

Walter Glen, miller. 

John Jarden, iunkeeper. 


John Barr, ferrier. 
Wm. McFarlane, ſhoemaker:; 


Robert Davie, weaver. 
James Smith, fmith. 


For Bonhill, 12 copies. 

For the Row, 12 e2pics. 

For Rcſneath, 18 copies. 
-. ERSKINE- 


James Yates, farmer. 


Wm. Dewar, do. 


James Houſton, do. 
Wm. Hutcbeſon, do. 


G. Dempſter, ſchool:maſter, 
James Netlſon, ſmith. 


Wm. Brock, LittleOvertown. 


James Ruſlel, weaver. 
William Miller, do. 


Stewart Murray, do. 


James Murray, do. 
Robert MW) nny, do. 
James M Whinay, do. 


John M'Gown, do. 
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Robert M*Indoe, weight. 
Alex. M*Farlane, ſhoemaker, 
Tho. M*Farlane, turner. 
Jo. MiDonald, Gartmore. 


Given in by Fames Mair, 
[ehoelmaſicr at Giffin Caſile, 


-Danth. 
BEI. 

W. Monigomery, Ruſhy ſy ke. 
Ji. Kirkwood, Boreſtone. 
John Genmil in Deepſioun. 
Ja. Wilſon in Third Part. 
Ths. Young, Weaver. 
Jo. Stevenſon, Tandlehill. 


Allan Gilmour of Brownhills. 


Rob. M*Farlace, ſervant, do. 


lat. Gilmour of Nechergree. 


Tho. Craig in Giffin, . | 
Rob. Ferguſon, Burnbouſe. 
Dav. King, farmer in Bank. 
Rob. King, Giffin Mill. 
Tho. Biggert, Highgate. 
Robert Stirling, do. 
Tho. Willock, do. 

Dav. Kennedy; do. 
Robert Ritchie, do. 
Robert Craig, do. 
David Muir, jun. Lugton- 
e ige. . 
Tho. Whyte, Neitlethirſt. 
William Kerr, do 
| Robert Biggert, Drumboy. 
Hugh Kerr, Gatend. 
Hagh Kerr, South Bar. 
James Hunter, Gateſide. 
Robert Love, do. 

Job. n Blair, 5 do. 
John Fleming, Bogſide. 
Pat. Young Nettlechirſt. 


* 


| John Brown, farmer, Cold 


Thomas Snod ora's, Lugton- 


r 4 
Allan Gilmour, Moſs end. 
„ Derr 


Jobn Geninil, Leehead, + 
D Cunningham, Raves flee, 


John Wright, Thorn, 


James Stevenſon, Mains. 


Robert Ferguſon, Boreland. 


| R6bert Ander ſon, do. 


James Cucingham, Nether 
houſes. 


Alex. Malcolm, at Dual, , 


„„ 
John Hall, ſhoemaker, do. 
John Calderwood, do. do. 


home pariſh of Stewarton 
Hugh Bicket, wright ut 

 Megs-walis, pariſh of Kil 
"winning 
David Muir, Kilwinning, 
Tho. Anderſon, do. 


Hugh Logan, Stoophill, pa 


riſh of Dalry, 


2 | = — x 


Given in by John N. Keur 


in Darngerroch, pariſh 0 
Kitkpatrick Durban, Cal 
away. . 
The Rev. Mr. James Reid 
miniſter, Galloway. 
Mr. Joba Courtaſs, merchan 
Dumftiee 
Mr. Alexander Blaikly, wer 
chant, Penpont 1 dozen. 
William Peaiſon, weave 
Barr, 1 dozen. 
R obert Hannah, do. do. 
Jobe RHifke, do. do. 
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„haet Hannah, Craigderroch. 
mes Maxwell, Slengeber. 
john MwWeur, farmer, Darn- 

pereoct), 1 dozen. 

limes M'Keur there. 

Alex. M*Caa, Blackmark. 


— — — — 


e. 


biven in by Dav? 1 Robertſon, 
in Lychend, Calſton pariſh. 
G ALSTON. 
tan. Dickie, Middleyard. 
1d. Richmond, Ridgehead, 
u. Richmond, Little Sorn. 
Per Wright, Pas khead. 
zmes Boyd, jun. in Bent. 
„. Dunlop, Brumwood. 
db. Campbell, Meikleyard. 
onimes Hamilton, Langade. 


. 
4 
op 


ir cha Connal, do. 
Kil MAUCHLINE. 


I. Dickie, Killoch-head. 
» ih Mair, Killoch. 
Viv. MQueen, Roddenſide. 

Pain Wallace, Low-wind. 

an Harris, Whole: houſe. 
Wine: Wilſoa, Jan. | ia Kil- 

marnock. 

SOM NV. 

zan Richmond, Carleith. 
m. Richmond, Auchen- 
cäloich. 
lx. Richmopd, do. 
mes Meikle, Bog-end. 
hn Taylor, Park-nook. 


pariſh, 


PRESTICK. 


wid Boyd, provoſt. 


w— era - 


John Whurry, bali. 
John Logan, {choolmiſter. 


Alexander Guthrie, farmer, 


John Huncer, 


do, 


David 5mith, workman. 


Cheſſer Wallace, weaver. 
Roger M*Lallan, de. 
Robeit Manlon, do. 


Wm. Smith, jun. de, 
Francis Ballan, do. 
Alex. Mattl. ew, dc. 


John Guihrie, wright. 


Margaret M*Calven, 
Habel Carr. 

Adam Hunter. 
David Smith, 

John Frew. 


John Cunringham, 


James Borland, 


 - Robert Hunter. 


Robert Wylie. 
MIONKTIN, 

Mr. Robert Smith, preacher. 

Alex. Gairdner, Monktonhill. 


Alexander Luſk, wright. 


Hugh Wilſon, 
William Hunter. 
James Anderſon. 
Rob. Cus log, ſchoolmaſter. 1 
 DUND9NALD. 
James Boyd, maſon. 


do. 


William Giffen, do. 


John Young, do. 
William Hendry, farmer. 


Ja. Norval, ploughman, 
Nen in by Alexander Stew- | 
ot in Preflick, Monkton MES AR 

| Rob. M*Gavin, do. 

Hugh Black, 2 
Alexander Bruce. 


J. Hutchiſos, wright, 
Wm. Murdoch, do. 
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David M. 
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David Brodie. 
VNVilliam Marr, gardener. 


Robert Stevenſon. 


Thomas Orr. 


Adam Grieve. 


| Thomas Wallace. 
John Buchanan. 


Robert Andrew. 
Thomas Pearſon. 
James Dickie. 
John Surling. 


Ephraim Black. 
John Grieve. | 
Jobn Hunter. 


ST. Su. 


Alex. Steel, mafon. 


John Murdoch, do. 
John Bowie, Uo. 
James Clark, do. 


James Borland. 
William Black. 


George Paton. 
Allan Caldwell. 


James Campbell. 
James Norval. 
James Smith. 
Mary M*Call,ſter. 
Quater. 


Kirkland Wheatpotk. 


Allan Wilſon. 


William Steel. 

James Paterſon. 
Andrew Lymburner. 
Dickie Tarbet, I unnock. 


Andrew Oſwald. 
William Bell. 


William M*Minn. - 
Andrew Hamilton. 
KILMARNOCK. 


Gabriel Stevenſon, weaver. 


Tho. Anderſon, weaver. 
Samuel M Fie, do. 
James ie, , 
James Garven, do. 


Hugh Brown, . do. 
Andrew M. Lard, "400% M 


Tho. 


Wm. Thomſon, roadmaker. 


Cuthbert Carſwell, do 


William Templeton, do. 
John Wylie, do. My 


Arthur Stoakes, do, . 


Joho Campbell, do.“ 
Tho. Gebbie, ſnoemaker. Gi 
geven, taylor. | 
Jean Richmond. 


| Alex. Sloan, Carſphern, Gal Th 


Joway. Jol 


John Gibſon, maſon, Barr. | 
Rob. M:Clachan, Morton. . 


Wm. Brackenridge, Dregon. Th, 
Rob. Spier, wiight, Neu c 
ton. 
Hugh Houſton, merchant, Tot 
Ayr, 12 copies. 1 


Tho. Teat, farmer, Cragie. S 


Wrm. Wright, wright, Tat- * 


bolton. — 

h Jobn Thomſon, do. Int 
Ja. Howat, collier, do. By 
= Give 


G iven in by Matthea Adam, 
ſmith at Bargeny, neat . 


Girvan. 


DALI. e! 


J:mes Currie, cart-wright, 
William M Quacker, do. 
Wm. Dryman, weaver, 
T.mes MI:Lure, do. 
And. Johnſton. 
David M'Cubbig, alen. 


E 1 


ſames lee den labourer. 
Chalmers Main, do. 
Matthew Adam, ſmith. 


Silreſter Mackie, gardener, N 


Killochan. 
e 
Hugh Hunter, ſtone-dyker. 
Joſeph Baird, weaver. 
john M'AHwrek, do. 


Margaret Logan. | 
— . 


_ — Ir 


Black/hill, Kilmarncck, Robert Mitchel, Barke vue. 
FENWICK. - James Wallace, weaver. 
„Thomas Burns in Kiln. - John Bunyne, do. 
oho Gilmour, Glenleech, John Orr, . : 
5 2 Copies, Dav. Smith, farmer, War- 
| KILMARNOCK. rickhill, Dreghors. 
"Thomas Aiton, (choolmaſter, Wm. Smith, Iteire. | 
""Y Grougar. - Robert. Tanaahill, Fenwick. 
James Taylor, F oſterhill. Wm. Steel, weaver, do. 
nts john Hamilton, Butnbouſes. Tho. Gemmel, do. do. 
„ Iugu Shi elds, Blackſhill, Ihn Gemmel, . do. 
* 4 copies. Jobn 3 44. do. 


Robert Shields, Black fh il. 


john Shields, cotton: ſpin- 


ner, Paiſley. 


— ee 


ſhaemaker in Roſe >, Fen 


near 
wick. 
he Rev. William Boyd, mi- 
ker. J niſter of Fenwick, 2 copics. 


mes Gemmil, wezver. 
tho, Gemmil, Creelbough. 
ohn Anderſon, ſmith. 
Whom. Boyd, Loanfoot. 
| lugh Wilfon, ſhoemaker. 
r. Nn. M. Martrie, merchaat, 
Kilmaraock, 


Given in dy 7555 Gemmil, 


Tho. Liadſay, 5 
Wm Sen Leigh Wil- 


Ilelen Smith, 


Andrew Miller, oemaker, 
Kilmarnock. * 


| Rob. Muir, Role, Feawtck, 5 


John Taylor, do. 

Hugh Wright, do. 

James Love, Muirend, 
James Miller, Gteenwalls. 
Kilmauts. 


liad, Fenwick. 


: Alexander, Grabam, Little 
Given in by Hugh Shields, 


Fenwick. 


— 


Given in by Fohn Linen, 
Riccarion. 


James Brackeorig, maſon, 


Riccarton, 


Arch. Baird, Blairſtown. 


holm. 


Hugh Paton, farraer, Town- be 


"80> - 
Alexander Smith, do. 


Robert Hopkin, ſmith, _ 
Wm. Calderwood, farmer in 


Mains lnehgdtrick. 
John Morton, Wbitehill. 
Wm. Howat, bo Z'ne keeper. 
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£ J. | Aird, Ceprintor Mains. 


bu Wilſon, collier, Leputa. 


James Bing. Foulap. 
s Dickie, Netherton- | 


holm. 


Rod. Templeton, Newhouſe, 
Auch. Huchean, ſervant. 


John Manſon, wright. 
STUZFRTON PARISH, 
Robert Stevenſon, Bogſide. 


Jobn Dualop, weaver. 


And Picken, portioner. 


Fliſabeth Pies. 


Nav. Ramſay; ſhoemiker. 
ö mes Reyſide, wright, 


. Freedoirn, jun. plæiſterei. 


50k Gray, wright, 


Rob. Wilſon, manufadlurer. : 


WWilitam Richmond. 
Robert Smith, wright, 


; And. Barr, merchant. 


Matth. Ge ,clockmaker, 
3 ba Wylie, ular. 


7 ohn Dalziel, clockmaker. 5 


Alex. Brown, maſon. - 
John Robertſon, wiight. 
John Picker, innkeeper. 


Hugh Smith, weaver, 


J ann Bl. ckwood, do. 


Robert Maxwell. 
Dav. Cvoringham, weaver. 


William Muir. 


Alex. King, tiuckingmaker. 
| James Caſkie, portioner. 
Joha Dunlop, wright. 


Jat cs Wylie, ſmich. 

„ Cuntipgham, car ier. 
Ba vid Rank in. | | 
12av. Paton, ſhoemaker. 


Bev. Logan, miller. | 


Alexander Cunningham. 


James Curriæ. 


G iven in by Janes Howie in 
David Thomion. 


Gavin Lindſay. 


Jobn Lindſay, Tyburn. 5 
 Iabe! Tapnahill, Blackbyre 


Jx. Your g. Dromclavyh, I 
John Shields, ſhoe maker. ] 
Alex. Picken, utighht. 1 
J hn Caſkie, carrier. 


Willi 1am Galt, merchant. . 


William Aitken, cooper, G 
Robert Cochran, 


J ohn Dun lop. 


Janet Nairn. 
Euphan Wilſon. 
Mary Fulton. 

J mes Duaglop. 

+ homas Brown. ' 
E uphan Wilſon. 
e Walker. 
Archibald Vicken. 


— — — 


Dykes, Kilmarnock pariſh. 
J mes Yeung; Kilmarnock. 


Ruvert Lindſay. 
Rohert Wallace. 


Alexander Dickie. 
William Gemmel. 
Joho Smith. 
William Brown. 


James Finlay. = 7 
_ Marrien Fleck. > 


Robert Tod. 
Hugh Laughland. 
Jübn Howie, Craigedountan 


Rovert Cuttie, Fieldhoufe. 
Matthew Currie, Crafthead. 
Sulan Lochhesd. do. 


XY 


Mary Carſwal, Muiryer, 
Jan Hamilton, Blickwood, 


Dagald M Fartane, Thomas. 


al. e 
| POE | AAS 
Given in „ ahn Brown, 
Fond pariſh. 


mes Wallace, Harſhie Mill, 


]-mes Haſbaod, do. 
].mes Stuart, Rennie 
D.vid Currie, Rodingdykes. 
Alex. Gemmel, Arneſs. 


Mary Templeton, Bruntland. 
William Fulton, ſhoemaker. 


Hugh Becket, , do. 
Tha Blackwood, do. 
Junes Fulton, do. 
ſan Fulton,” do. 
Jumes Steel, cooper. 
hn. Orr, jun. taylor. 
ſanes Young, Roſe, Fenwick. 
William Wyllie, Lamlend. 
Alex. Gemmel, ad. 
Jimes Ramſuy, Burrheack 
Alex. Becket, Bebbuch 
Margaret Becket, do. 
Ji, Calder wood, RlackSyrs. 
Ihn Torcence, T ybrca. 
Robert Forgſel, Be. 
Charles Key, innkeeper, Kil- 
marnock. =» 
V. Hunter, ſaddler, do. 
Allan Oſburn, eien 
holm. 


| Alexander Michael. 


a r 


Cie in by Maw Paton, 

Galfton pariſh. ' 

Andrew Blair, portioner, 
Wüliam Dick, weaver. 


85 Hugh Taylor, Wenger 
Vm. Bracke grid 2. | 


4" 


John Landedt. weaver. 
George Dyes, do. 


John Ne, he; 


James MacClanrachan, 


Robert Snuth. | 8 
Geo. Sharp, coal- cutter. 


James Ferguſon, ſhoemeker, 


Jo. M-Callum, halr- drefier. 
Duncan M-Callum, do. 
Wm. Finlay, weaver. 
George Steven, do. 

Jan Parker. 

Alex. Gedbie, ſhoe: Yager. 
James Niſbet, d. 


Wm. Meikle, 09; 
John Brown, cu. 


John Paterſon, taylor. 
George Paterſon, 


Wm. Air do. 
_ Trav R. Hel, da, 
William "py d. EY 
Andrew Smith, TAS, 


Eliſabeth Orr. 


John Pateric2. © 
Agnes Howie, 


James 1 . 
John Adam, 4. 22 
James Wilſon, Le 

Jo. Templeton, do. 


John Adamſon, coal- cutter. 


Mary Wallace, Threepwood 
Alex. Young, Old Place. 

John Henry, Brundcocb. : 
Matthew Wallege, 12d yard, 


James Law, HSU, - 555} 

William Lauglitgnd, ſawer. 

James Toungg, 4. 

John Finlay, wright. wo 
2 8 2 
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_ lam Boyd, weight. 


Jebn Howat, catrier. 

znet Little. 
Jehn Gemmel. 

ohn Carmichael. 
Geo. Paterſon, merchant, | 
2 Duncan, wright, 
Archibald Hood.  _ 
Hugh Brown, Afhyard. 
James Scoullar, Briarhill. 
Andrew Willock. 
And. Campbell, Haymouth. 
(George Braidwood. 
Nob. Climmie, weaver. 


_ Fx Alex: Cuningham. 


James Shaw, Riccartown. 
John Paterſon, | 40. 

Given in by James A owis 
e Burunbouſes. | 


| KIL NCC K. 
"Tho. Aiton, ſchoolutox. 
Allan Spier, officer. 
James Steel, ſhoemuker, 
John Begg, undertaker, 
Joh White, farmer. 
And. Bordland, do. 
Wm. Loung, do. 
Matthew Hood, do. 
James Howie, fervant. 
Andrew Young, do. 
Robert Young, do. 


(:avyin Hamilton, do. . ; 


Wm. Woodburn, 
James Woodburn. 
GALSTON. 
Mau. Paton | 
James Vaung. 
David . 
Janet , . . 


Margaret we. Neben 
Hugh. Gilchiiſt, 
m. Gilchriſt, 
' Margaret Gilchriſt, ; 
Arch. Loudon, _. 


Thomas Aird, 


John Gemanel. 


Hugh Wilſon, jun. weaver. 


Ann Jack, 


holm, 
"Lowndes 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
John Anderſon, Derval. 
do. 
James Woodburn, do. 
ILA K. 
Rob. Jaffray, jun. 5 
Alex. Millar, ſnoemaker. 
James Spiers, manufacturer. 
John Stevenſon, weaver. 
John Nimmo, glover. 
John Mitchel. 
Wm. Stevenſon, weaver, 

' .RIGCCARTON. 
James Allan, ſnoemaker. 
John Goldie, ee 


John Young, - 


, Py Went 123 . A ˙—1mA˙ A ©. 


—— 


bd. 49% 


Jon Ingram, ee | 
Join Anderſon, innkeeper.- 
Joh Templeton, ſhoemaker, 
Hug Wilſon, coalcutter. 


Gy Gn, ot 


Agnes Wilſon, tambourer. 
Margaret Wilſon, do. 
Martha Wilſon, do. 
Jean Wilſon, do. 
Margaret Howie, do. 
' 00. © 
Margaret Jack, do. 
Wm. Gemmel, farmer, Burt 


O©> RM & = >» 


George Blair, Gatelide. Je 
Wm. Lamie, Moſshead. T 
Matthew Millar, Riccario V 


milg. 


— 


© 


| urn 


Alex. Dunlop, weaver. 
Thomas Iogram, Symington. 
Ja. Hutchiſon, Kilmarnock. 
Matthew Anderſon, 

Alex. Wilſon, weaver, do. 
John Howie, maſon. | 
John Boyd, jan. Collorie, 


David Redman, Knowhead, 
Matthwy Wilſon, Highuee, 
Edward Stuart, do. 

John Simſon, weaver, Ric- 


carton, 8 copies. 


Jobn Gray, Tarbolton. 


Alex. Torrence, Ralſtonhill. 
John Buntine, farmer. 

James Ayton, Hurleford. 
James Lauchlan, do. 
Ja. Buntine, Crookedholm. 
Robert Hils, farmer, Blair. 
Tho. Brown, Hurleford. 
Hugh Paton, do. 

Wm. Lambie, Crookedholm. 
Sam. Foot, dyer, do. 


Alex. M*Carlie, do. 
John Parker, do. 
John Bumin, do. 
James Buntin, do. 


Wm. Wilſon, Colootmailer. 
Alex. Thomſon, ſmith. 
Wm. Buralee, labourer. 
William Montgomerie. 
Thomas Watt. 
Robert Riddell, craigman. 
Rob, Pettigrew, cotton ſpin. 
And. Morton, Mo, 
Dav. Roberiſon, ee 
John Hamilton, cotton · ſpin. 
Tho. Pettigrew, do. 
Wm. 8 farmer. 


John Craig, Te” 


Marg 
Charles Wilſon, Blantyre. 
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James Leitch, ſmith. 


Alex. Paterſon, baker. 


John Icott, innkeeper. 
James Pollock, ſmich. 


John Strang, hoemker. 


James Wilkie, do. 

Geo. Reid, gardener. 
Andrew Rankin. 

M Keſſon, Kilbryde. 


Alex. Dempſter, milnwright. 


John Fleming, cotton-ſpinns 
Wm. Gilchritt, 


do. 
John Young, miner. 


Wm. Orr of Orrfield. 


Matthew Kirkland. 
Mary Brouning. 


Agnes Hunter. 


: "PEO 0 ; ; 


| Given in by William Carſlaw, 


ry 4 
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& 
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waer. 
E ACLESH AM. 
John Sym, weaver. 
Alex. Gilmour, do. 
Alex. Robertſon, do. 
James Fulton, do. 
John Fulton, do. 
James Murray, do. 
Andrew Broun, do. 
Robert Reid, do. 
Alex. Bryſſon, do-. 
Alex. Dunlop, | 
James Arneil, do. 
Alex, Sumners, do. 
William Kego, do. 
William Gray, do, - 
Hugh Montgomerie, do, 
James Foulis, do. 
Alex. Bryſſon, do. 


Ja. Hamilton, out- penfioner. 


Join Fulion, geen ber | 
Jonn Howie, Wright. 
Alex. Davidſon, do. 
Jobn Davidſon, 
Peter Wallace, farmer. 
Jezn Hamilton. 

John Sym, ſmith. 

Jehn Bryſſon, weaver. 
Rader Tong. 
Fulton, ſnoemaker. 
James Araeil, Weaver, 


Andrew Ameil, do. 
John Wernock, do. 
Wm. Humer, do. 


Andrew Hamilton. 

John Gibbie, 
1055 Nontgomrie. 
AGeW Miller. 

. ———— 


| KILMARNOCK. 
Wm. Young, wool- ſpinner. 


James Blackwood, 
James Wilſon, 
A gats Ferguſon. 


do. 


I gnes Kennedy, do. 
er, do. 
Margaret Gordon, do. 
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Leo. Mair, cotton- picker. 
William Gibſon. 


2 2 


mes Hill. | 
arion Carndaff. 
Pat. Thomſan, ſhoemaker. 

: ames Lamie, _ 
bans Maulon, taylor, 


1 Ifabel M Tagat, do. 
Itbel Brown, do. 


Janet Clark, 


einten in by 2 — 


Reb. Blackwood, cotton do. 
do. 


John Browo, cotton: ſpinner. 


Wm, Cuningham, 'cotton-ſp. 


1 270 2 5 


Ja mes FORE Emith.." 


Thomas Boyd, farmer. 


Alex. Gubban, wright. - 


15 George Baird, do. 
Elif. Wallace, cotton ſpinner 


Rob. Calder wood, Riccarton, 


| Reb. Borland, Kilmarnock. 
Jobn Fortune, Catrine. 
Wm. Cartney, Kilmarnock, 
Wm. Cartney, Rockcliff. 


Wm. Black, 
ames Davinſon, do. 
Arth Hzughery, Kilmarnock 

do.. 
James Miller. Red Craig. 
Tho. Miller, Balgery. 
John Scott, ſhepherd. 
John White. 
James Crawford, Craig. 
Agnes Beachet, Kilmarnock. 
Mildereed M*Niel, do. 
Rob. Fiſher, Riccarton. 


do. * 


John Farker, Kimarneck. 


Rob. Fiſher, Riccarton. : 
James Howie, ſhoemaker. * 
Hugh Aitken, Kilmarnock. 


| Wm. Anderſon, Croſs houſe. 


John Templeton. 
John Crawford. 
John M' Kraw, cooper. 


Duncan Wright. 


Geo. Thompſon, barber.” 
Peter Gibſon, dyer. 


Rob. Alexander, Tarbolton. 
_ Given in by Thomas Miller, 


in Hill. 
' MAUCHLINE.. 


1 Iſabel Hamilton. 


Jean Campbell. 
John M Harrow, Mauchling 


WISH 


Wm. n Mauchline. 
John Heron, do. 
Matthew Foulis, Boghall. 
Wm. Mair. 

Wm. Morton, 

Wm. Hamilton. 
Alexander. Muichel; 
Eliſabetb Miller, Croſsgaie. 
John Miller. 

Ja. Co]lquhoun. 
Wm. Armour. 
lan Muller, 


William Callender, 4 


k 1 1 3 
| Given in fl F Mandy. 
MALNG AV IE. 
M.lcolm Blair, Milogavie, 
James Stirling, do. 


Wm. Moody, do. 

WM Matthew Wilſon, do. 
k. BE Wm. Rubertfon, do. 
oha MiKinzie, do. 
Wr. Muirhead, do, 
Wm. Cheſoag, do. 


Donald M Callum, do. 


Daacan Graham, do. 
. Arch. Dove, do. 
ſe. Robert Weir, do. 

John MKain, do. 


Halcolm Campbell, do. 


James Gairdner, do. 
0 Finlay Jack, do. 
; Ihn Currie, do. 
George Harvie, do. 


Joh n Loch head, 
Jimes Marrs, 


le ry 


ha Shearer, 

John Taylor, do. 

mes Pender, do. 

John Arthur, do. 
ine, I llelen. Bell, = * 


Ci in hy IPi/1 fins 


James Calder, 
John M*Gibbon, 


Dun 


George Monro, gurdner in 


e e 3 

Given in by Robert 5 
Weavers _ 

X IRKINTILLOCH. 
John Stark, Kitkintilloch., 
Robert Somerville, do. 
James Stuliag, 8. 
James Cooper, .. 6 


Js 
Andrew Callender, TEL 


Alexander Dawſan, . 
Malcolm Carinichael. 
Charles Stuart, Drumbte- cu, 
William Ferrie, New!:uc-, 
John Kirkweod, ſmith. 
Wm. Stark flax dreficr, 
James Stark, Kiliyth. 


— on — —— —— 7 


or. 
ebe, 
KIRKINTILIG GET. 
Jo. Bennie, privter, Can 
Alamerder Miller, "© 5 
Edward C'oryn, 55 
James M*Vey, do. 
John Muir, C9, 
William Ronald, ic 
James Stirling, do 
John Hamilton, do. 


Archibald N. Gibbon, do- 


do: 
den 
Thomas Hodge, do. 
Thomas M*Farlane;” do. 
Wm. Muir, Kirkintilloch, 1 
John Ferguſon, do. 


William Wright, wright, | 


r 


„ Larbolion, 12 copies. 


Hurts Davidſon, wri icht. 
Gavin Hutcheſon, weaver. 
Pet. Whyte, cotron-ſpinner. 
Wm. Paterſon, wright. ; 
James Geddes. 
WidowBuchanan, Btigton. 
Henry 2ouns,.gatdener. 
Wm. Rac, weaver. 
James M Kie, do. 

- Gilbert M*\Y bignee. 
Robert MfFarlane, 
Parlane M'Farlane. 


| Gives in * John Watſon in in 
Bowfeld. 


4 ISCHWHINNOCH. . 


John Warſon „Lochwinnoch. 


Andrey Roberiſon, do. 
John Caldwell, 5 
Hohert Connel, do. 
"Agnes" Fulton, do. 

Margaret Orr, 7 "WO 
Dees Barber do. 

] Klifabetl; Cechran, do. 


Robert Caldwell, de. 
Agnes Wanerſas, 7 M0; 
Wm. Stevenſon, . 
pw White, f do. 

d ob agel. do. 
Eliſabeth Cunningham. 
janet Jamieſon. 

Arch. Speir. wright. 
Janet Orr, Lochwinnoch. 
— oed, . 


Marg. M*Pherſon, 


James Robertſon, Beith, 
Mary Fulton, do. 
John Smith, tg 
William Lochbead. 


. F 


; Namer given in by Tabu Cur- : 


„ maſon. 
John Currie, maſon. 


Adam Wilfonr, wright. 
James Graham: 


And. Kennedy, labourer. 


William Bell, farmer. 


William Beck, do. 


Wm. Smith, Kirk michael. 


do. 


James Palmer, 


Hugh Charters, Kir kpatrick 
John Michel, 1 
Wm. Bryfſon, ſchooImaſter. | 
Johnſton Muir. 

Adam onaleins; Molen. 


do. 


— — — 


Names given in by Nobert 
Orr, Balgray Mill. 
Robert Orr, Balpray Mill, 
John Howie. 
Joha Cunin gham, Dercluboh. 
Janet Craſweli, Clunch. 
Robert Stevenſon. 


And. Barr, Stewarton. 5 
William Cameron, Foors. 


William Steel, Readen. 
Margaret Montgemer, Ys oc 
mamerk. 
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